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2026 Music Camp features a Whodunit mystery 
theme based on parable of the Good Samaritan 

New Church Secretary  
takes reins of Office 

Semi-annual  
congregational  
meeting to be 
held July 26 
The Semi-annual Congregational 
Meeting will be held following wor-
ship on Sunday, July 26 in the sanc-
tuary.  The meeting will focus on a 
review of the mid-year budget and 
ministry expense report plus any 
other business deemed important to 
bring up before the  congregation.  
Please plan to attend.  

Suzanne 
Brumbelow 
has joined our 
church staff 
on July 1, 
2026 as our 
new Church 
Secretary. 
 
Suzanne is 
well known to 
many in our church staff  who came 
to know her during the many years 
she worked at Amergy Bank, from 
which she just retired on June 30. 
 
We are excited to have Suzanne fill 
this vital role for our church family.  
Stop by the Church Office some 
time and welcome her to Immanuel. 

Kids from Music Camp 2026 took the stage on June 26 to present the musical ñA Not 
So Terrible Parableò based on the parable of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10:25-37.  
The Music Camp musical modernized the parable into a whodunit mystery setting, but 
the Gospel of Jesus still sang out loud and clear.  More photos on page 5. 

We want to welcome 
Madelyn Morton as a 
new member of our 
church family.  Made-
lyn joined our church 
on June 14 and is al-
ready an active partici-
pant in our Adult Class 
Sunday School. 

Welcome new member of our church Deanna going on hiatus 

Deanna Shifley, the 
pastoral spouse, will 
be taking an extend-
ed leave of absence 
from all of us in 
Texas starting July 8 
to care for ailing 
parents in Indiana. 
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Whatôs your favorite hymn? 
  
We all have our favorite hymns that we like to sing. I know I 
do and have, ever since I was a kid and would go out to the 
barn and sing Sunday School songs to Freckles the Cow.  My 
favorite songs that I like to sing to God have changed since 
back then. As Iôve gotten older, my repertoire of favorite 
hymns and praise songs has grown to include both golden 
oldies like ñAmazing Grace,ò ñThe Old Rugged Cross,ò  
ñHow Great Thou Art,ò ñBlessed Assurance,ò ñIt Is Well 
with My Soulò and ñTheyôll Know We Are Christiansò 
among others. 

When it comes to newer praise songs, a plethora of songs 
cause my spirit to sour. They include: ñHow Great Is Our 
Godò by Chris Tomlin, 
ñAgnus Deiò by Michael 
W. Smith, ñBlessed Be 
Your Nameò by Matt 
Redman, ñHymn of 
Heavenò and ñSong of 
The Saints.ò by Phil 
Wickham, and ñYour 
Nameò by Paul Baloche. 

I know you have your 
favorite hymns too.  
Weôll be singing a bunch 
of them this summer, 
starting July 12, when we 
share 4 or 5 favorite 
hymns each week over 
the rest of the summer. 

Most of the time we like 
to sing the golden oldies. 
Yet most of our favorite 
hymns and praise songs 
really arenôt that old.  A 
lot of them stem from the 
1800ôs or later. One of oldest songs in our red hymnal is ñOf 
the Fatherôs Love Begottenò written by Aurelius Prudentius 
in the 4th century A.D.  Yet, that song would be considered  a 
contemporary praise song compared to another song that  I 
recently discovered. 

The ñOxyrhynchus Hymnò is the earliest known manuscript 
of a Christian hymn, with Greek lyrics and musical notation, 
to have ever been found by archeologists.  A fragment of the 
song was found on a papyrus dating back to the end of the 
3rd century A.D, in Oxyrhynchus, Egypt by archeologists in 
1918 and published in 1922.   

One of the hymnôs most unique features is found in these 
words ([ˊ]ŬŰɏɟŬ ɢɡ ɜ ɢ ɔɘɞɜ ˊɜŮ ɛŬ, ˊ ůŬɘ ŭɡɜɎɛŮɘɠ 
ˊɘűɤɜɞɨɜŰɤɜ ɛ ɜ ɛɐɜ, əɟɎŰɞɠ Ŭ ɜɞɠ ).  This hymn is the 

oldest known hymn to sing of God  with the triune name of 
ñFather, Son and Holy Spirit.ò  The Nicene Creed, which 
helped define the Trinity was not published until the Council 

of Nicaea in 325 A.D. 
and this hymn 
fragment was being 
sung by Christians in 
Egypt a number of 
decades before that. 

Fortunately, we donôt have to learn ancient Greek to be able 
to sing this praise song.  It was translated by contemporary 
Christian song writers, Chris Tomlin and Ben Feilding, in 
2025, set to modern musical notation, and entitled ñThe First 
Hymn.ò 

We sang part of it in worship on June 28. 

They lyrics from the contemporary version that stems from 
the ancient song are as 
follows (highlighted in 
bold):  

ñTo the only Giver of all 
gifts, amen.  

To the only One who 
forgives our sins, amen.  

To the only God, to the 
risen King, to the One who 
died and rose again, amen, 
we sing amen.  

All powers cry out in 
answer. All glory and 
praise forever to our God, 
the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Amen, we sing 
amen, amen. Amen, we 
sing amen, amen. We sing 
our hymn, amen.ò 

What a beautiful song.  
What an ancient faith.  What 

a treasure to be able to sing this hymn of praise once more. 

Sure, we have older songs of praise to God recorded in the 
Bible, like the Psalms of David and Philippians 2:6-11. Yet, 
this hymn is special because it is the oldest Christian hymn 
outside of the New Testament that contains musical notation.  

This summer, when we sing our favorite golden oldies hymns 
in worship, know that the songs you pick are just babes 
compared to this old hymn that was sung by the Early Church 
in Egypt 1,800 years ago. 

Let us sing our favorite hymns, amen.  

ñWe sing our hymn, amen.ò 

[Note: You can purchase ñThe First Hymnò on iTunes if you 
want to enjoy it at home.] 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǇȅǊǳǎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hȄȅǊƘȅƴŎƘǳǎ IȅƳƴ ŦǊƻƳ оǊŘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ 
9ƎȅǇǘΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ IȅƳƴΦέ 
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Adult Sunday School Class 
 

 

Sundays at 9:00 am  Library Classroom 
 

Adults of all ages invited! 

Offering by 
Credit or Debit 
To give by debit or credit 
card, you can scan this 

QR code.     
It will take you directly to 
an app to make your 

donation.   
Thank you for your 

support! 

@kki´szzk ?s|s«®kªs^z "zzs^|gk 
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Immanuel Evangelical Church 

National Ice Cream Day  |  July 19 

Guest Speaker 
Linsey Jorgenson 
Streethearts of Haiti 

 

Hot dogs and 
homemade ice 
cream served fol-
lowing worship 

Mark your calendars! 

Music Camp 2027 will be June 21-25  
Save the Date! 

New EA Calendars to be released in July 

The 2026-2027 EA Desk 
Calendar will be released in 
mid July for sale to EA pas-
tors and churches all across 
America. 
 
This year marks the 17th 
year that Pastor Ron and 
Deanna have co-edited the 
Desk Calendar for the 
Evangelical Association 
and the 8th year that  calen-
dars have been shipped 
from Needville, Texas. 
 
The EA Desk Calendars are 
great for pastors, worship 
committees, mission com-
mittees, and any lay leader 
in a local church. 



IEC YOUTH 
Deanna Shifley, Interim Youth Director 
Email: Deanna.shifley@gmail.com 

Cell: 567-242-4490 
Office: 979-793-6283 
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Teens play an integral role in Music Camp 2026 

Kids building the Tabernacle during Sunday School 
Kids attending Sunday School this summer are building a Bible Bricks (Lego) 
version of  The Tabernacle.  The Tabernacle is a biblically accurate replica of the 
one God commanded Moses and the people of Israel to build in the Old Testa-
ment book of Exodus. 
 
During the month of June 
the kids were able to com-
plete the outer court walls 
and the altar for burnt of-
ferings. 
 
All kids of the church are 
invited to join the fun on 
Sundays at 9:00 am to 
work on this project. 

Junior and senior high youth played an integral role in Music Camp 2026 serv-
ing as group chaperones, and assisting with drama & music and recreation.  
Spending quality time with kids this year were: front row: Cadey Chapman, 
Zyleahya White, Charlie Shifferly, Ava Casassa and Avery Schwaiger; back 
row:  Chloe Schwaiger, Ryan Stembridge, Hank Chapman and Travis Stem-
bridge.  Thanks for all of your help!! 

Travis Stembridge  was the main man dur-
ing Music Camp running song lyrics, drama 
script and choreography videos from the 
Projection Computer in the balcony all day 
everyday for music and drama rehearsals.  
He also made corrections on the fly!  
Thanks for being our computer guru! 

/ŀǘŀŎƻƳōǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ aŜŜǝƴƎ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ п ŀǘ сΥол ǇƳ 
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Kitchen Helpers: Shirley Hlavaty, Becky Oberhoff, 
Ann Chambers and Shirley Richter 

Music Camp Helpers: Kim March (registration), Lori 
Stembridge (Bible & Art), Mike Richter (Sound) 

The kids spent a lot of 
time in the sanctuary each 
day learning songs, dance 
moves and drama script . 
Thanks goes out to Cadey 
and Charlie for their help! 

Games led by Nate Gaskamp 
and Ryan Stembridge were wet, 
fishy and fun! 


