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Lent begins with Pancake Supper, Ash Wednesday worship 

Annual  
Congregational Meeting  

 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 
following worship 

 
Agenda items include: voting on new Consistory members, voting to 
keep traditional property insurance or establishing a óproperty insurance 
fundô, possibly voting on dissolving the IEC Endowment and placing the 
monies in the óproperty insurance fundô, the Youth Pastor Search Com-
mittee, and any other business brought before the congregation.   

 
Consistory Nominees for 2026-2028:  Art Klawitter, Kimberly Lawler, 

Suzanne Mikeska, Jo Ann Morton, and Jarrod Stasney 
 

Minutes needing approval at this meeting are available at both entrances 
to the church. The minutes will not be read orally at the meeting.  Please 

read them before February 1 so they can be approved quickly. 

Breakfast 

Sunday, February 1 
Serving starts at 8:30 am 

 

Everyone invited to attend. 
The meal is a free thank you gift from the Cub Scouts. 

Sponsored by Cub Scouts Pack #129 

The 2026 Lenten season begins with Ash 
Wednesday on February 18. 
 
Our Family Ash Wednesday Service will 
begin at 7:00 pm and will feature  Holy 
Communion, imposition of ashes along 
with special music by our Bell Choir. 
 
Prior to the service, our Christian Educa-
tion Committee and Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
Fellowship will host our annual Pancake 
Supper.  Serving from 5:00 to 6:45 pm. 
 
The menu for the Pancake Supper in-
cludes: pancakes, sausage, peaches, milk, 
juice and coffee. 
 
Cost for meal: Adults $8.00; Kids (10 

years and under) $4.00.  $1.00 for an extra sausage. 
 
Please bring your whole family and join us for our Ash Wednesday Pancake 
Supper and Worship Service. 
 
We pray that this Lenten season will bring your closer to our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love he gave to all of us on the cross of Calvary. 
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Artifacts of the Passion 
  
As we begin the Lenten season (the 40 days leading up to 

Easter) with Ash Wednesday, the Passion of Jesus becomes 

the focus of the Church.  The Passion of Jesus, constitutes the 

events in the last 3 days of Jesusô life from his betrayal in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, his arrest, and trials under Caiaphas 

and Pontius Pilate, to his crucifixion. 

The Passion of Jesus is summarized in the Apostles Creed: 

ñJesus Christé our Lord; whoé suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried,ò and we retell these 

central events from the final days of Jesusô life every time we 

confess our faith before partaking in Communion, celebrate 

the Sacrament of Baptism or the Rite of Confirmation. 

Through the years, sceptics of Christianity have tried to say 

that the story of Jesus is 

just pure fiction.  It was 

all made up. 

Fortunately, biblical 

archeologists continue to 

dig up artifacts that prove 

that the events of the 

Bible are historical and 

that the stories of Jesus 

actually happened in the 

real world. 

As we think of the Passion 

narratives of Jesus, there 

are at least four 

archeological finds that 

help confirm the 

authenticity of the Bible. 

First is the Caiaphas 

Ossuary.  Archeologists 

have actually discovered 

the ossuary (bone box) of 

Caiaphas the high priest 

who ordered Jesusô arrest.  The ossuary was discovered in 

1990 in a first century burial cave outside of Jerusalem and it 

contained the bones of a man who was about 60 years old 

when he passed away.  The ossuary is inscribed with 

Caiaphasô name on it in a priestly family tomb. ñThose who 

arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 

teachers of the law and the elders had assembled.ò (Matthew 

26: 57) 

The second artifact related to the Passion is Papyrus 52 

(P52).  P52 is fragment of the Gospel of John and is the 

oldest known copy of any 

text from the New 

Testament.  It was found 

in 1920 in Egypt and 

contains the Greek text of 

John 18:31-33, 37-38 of 

dialogue between Jesus 

and Pontius Pilate during 

Jesusô trial before Pilate.  Dated at around 150 A.D., P52 

proves that the Gospel of John had to be originally composed 

before the end of the first century, when eyewitnesses of 

Jesusô trial and crucifixion were still alive. 

The third Passion related artifact is The Pilate Stone.  Before 

itôs discovery in 1961 in a Roman theater in Caesarea 

Maritima, some skeptics questioned whether Pontius Pilate 

was a real historical figure.  The stone reads ñTo the Divine 

Augustus [Tiber]ium, Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Judea, has 

dedicated...ò  The stone 

confirms that Pontius Pilate 

was the Prefect of Judea 

from 26-36 A.D. and 

validates the Gospel writing 

claims that he presided over 

the trial of Jesus. ñEarly in 

the morning, all the chief 

priests and eldersé made 

their plans to have Jesus 

executed.  So they bound 

him, led him away and 

handed him over to Pilate the 

governor.ò (Matthew 27:1-2) 

The final artifact of Jesusô 

Passion is the Heel bone of a 

crucified man.  Discovered in 

1968, in an ossuary (bone box) 

inscribed as belonging to 

ñJehohanan son of Hagkolò 

archeologists found the remains 

of a Jewish man who had been 

crucified and buried near 

Jerusalem.  Among the bones was a heel bone with a 4.5 inch 

bent iron nail still piercing it.  This heel bone is physical 

proof of Roman crucifixion from the era that Jesus died. 

ñUnless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 

where the nails wereé I will not believe.ò (John 20:25) 

These four artifacts prove that the Gospel accounts of Jesusô 

trials and crucifixion are based on real historical people and 

events.  Which one of these artifacts would you most like to 

see in person? How do they help you better understand the 

Passion of Jesus? 
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Souper Bowl Potluck & 
Womenôs Guild Baked 
Goods Silent Auction 

Childrenôs Rotation Sunday School 
 Sundays  9:00 am 
February Adventure: ñSamuelò 

Grades: preschool to grade 6 

Adult Sunday 
School Class 

 

 
Sundays at 9:00 am  
Library Classroom 

 
Adults of all ages  

invited! 

Teen Sunday School Class 
 

Sundays at 9:00 am  Food Pantry Classroom 
Teens grades 7 to 12 invited! 

A full menu of classes for all ages 

Purim Supper 
Sunday, March 1|6:30 pm 

 

Meal with worship time around the table 
(includes interactive retelling of the story 

of Queen Esther) 
 

Menu: roast beef, mashed potatoes & gravy, 
peas & carrots, dinner roll & dessert 

RSVP attendance by February 22 to church office 
or sign-up sheet in lobby. 

 
Limited seating available! 

The Fellowship Commit-
tee will host the   Souper 
Bowl Potluck after wor-
ship on Sunday, Feb. 8, 
2026 (Super Bowl Sun-
day).  
 
The Congregation is 
asked to bring a potluck 
dish to share for the meal 
and a can of soup  to donate for the Needville Com-
munity Food Pantry. 
 
Womenôs Guild will have their silent bake sale auc-
tion at this time, also.  Be ready to pick up a delicious 
baked item for the game and for the WIN!! 
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Immanuel to host Cub Scouts Pine Wood Car Derby 
Due to the recent winter 
storm that hit the Needville 
area the end of January, the 
Cub Scouts Pine Wood Car 
Derby has been rescheduled 
and relocated to Saturday, 
February 7 with door opening 
at 8:30 am.  Races begin at 
9:00 am  The event will last 
until 5:00 pm. 
 
Weigh-in for the Pine Wood 
Derby will be held here at the 
church on Friday, February 6 
from 6:00-7:30 pm. 

In memory of Steve and Donna Britt.  Brian Zwahr has donated a 
laser cut wood plaque of our church featuring Matthew 16:18 in 
memory of Steve and Donna Zwahr Britt.  Brian purchased the wood 
plaque last October at our Open Market Place auction for the purpose 
of giving it to the church.  We thank Brian for the precious keepsake. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  
               

Saturday, April 18 11:00 ï1:00 pm 
Womenôs Guild Spring Luncheon 

 
All Immanuel Women are invited! 

Did you know? 

Did you know that Jesus had brothers and 
sisters?  This is news for some streams of Christian-
ity who believe that Jesusô mother, Mary, remained a 
virgin all of her life.  Yet, in the Bible, Matthew 2:23 
states that Joseph ñdid not consummate their marriage 
until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the 
name Jesus.ò  Luke 2:7 states ñand she gave birth to 
her firstborn, a sonéò insinuating that there were  
more children by the time the Gospel was written.  
Those kids are named in  Mark 6:3, ñIsnôt this Maryôs 
son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Si-
mon?  Arenôt  his sisters here with us?ò The fact is 
that Jesus was part of a normal Jewish family and he 
had at least 6 younger siblings, who were part of the 
Jesus movement. (See Acts 1:14) 



IEC YOUTH 
Deanna Shifley, Interim Youth Director 
Email: Deanna.shifley@gmail.com 

Cell: 567-242-4490 
Office: 979-793-6283 
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Music Camp 2026 theme 

Kids enjoy Childrenôs Epiphany Party 

June 22-26 | 9:00-2:00 pm 
Musical performance: Fri. June 26 at 6:30 

Save the date: Church Camp 

2026 EA Summer Camps 
 

Youth Camp (grades 6+) 
Sunday to Wednesday July 12-15 
 
Kids Camp (grades 2-5) 
Thursday to Friday July 16-17 

Ten kids and several youth enjoyed participating in the Childrenôs Epiphany Party on January 4.  The kids celebrated the end of 
the Christmas season with a retelling of the Wise Menôs journey to find the Christ Child.  The kids made Epiphany candles, 
played musical chairs to ñWe Three Kings,ò and  participated in a scavenger hunt for presents throughout the church, before  
receiving two gifts to take home.  Special thanks to everyone who donated presents for the kids and helped chaperone the event. 



Catacombs breaks attendance record in January 
Catacombs, our Friday night teen outreach 
ministry broke another attendance record for 
the 2025-2026 school year on January 23 
when 42 teens attended the youth night club 
ministry . 
 
Attendance for Catacombs has been strong 
ever since the football season ended.  During 
the month of January attendance averaged 
around 32 teens.  The January 23 spike in at-
tendance occurred in conjunction with the 
winter storm that closed school and cancelled 
worship over that weekend. 
 
Will 42 become the new average in the weeks 
ahead?  Only time will tell.  Yet, Catacombs 
has seen significant growth as a ministry since 
its inception during the 2022-2023 school 
year. Catacombs is open Fridays from 8:00-
11:00 pm and all teens grades 6 to 12 are in-
vited to attend. 
 
One of the vital keys to this ministry has been 
the core group of faithful volunteers who not 
only chaperone the weekly event, but also take 
time to build relationships with the teens from 
our church and the wider Needville communi-
ty who attend. 
 
Serving as chaperones on January 23 were 
Nathan Gaskamp, Rita Hedt, Sharon Hedt, 
Kim Lawler, Mark Lawler, Suzanne  Mikeska, 
Michael Richter and Shirley Richter. 
 
Other regular volunteers include: Brenda Car-
son, Dena Dick, Cheri Oberhoff, Dale Ober-
hoff and Pastor Ron with Becky Oberhoff, 
Becky Oberhoff, and Nancy Urbanek assisting 
as needed. 
 

The Catacombs ministry has become a feeder ministry into our Jr. & Sr. 
High Youth Fellowship on Wednesday nights.  We have seen a small 
migration of teens  moving from Friday nights to Wednesday nights dur-
ing this past year.  Our prayers is for this influx of  teens to continue and 
that they would come to experience the love and faith of Jesus Christ. 
 
We want to thank the congregation for the prayers and support of this 
ministry over the past couple of year and ask that you keep praying! 

Jr. & Sr. High Lock-in 
 

Sunday, February 15ðMonday, February 16 
8:00 pm to 8:00 am 

 
All teens grades 6 to 12 invited to attend. 

 
Teens are asked to bring a sleeping bag, pillow, 

flashlight and a snack to share. 
 

Contact Nate Gaskamp, Deanna Shifley or Pastor Ron for more info. 
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Menôs Brotherhood purchases winter coats for needy kids 

Wow...Wow...Wow. Thank you Immanuel 
for your special monetary donations for the 
Coats for Kids Christmas fund drive. With 
your help, we were able to purchase over 
100 winter coats for the less fortunate kids 
of the Needville ISD. It is your generosity 
and kindness that drives us to help within 
the church and community as the need aris-
es. A special thank you and heartfelt com-
mendation also goes out to our annual elves
( JoAnn Morton, Becky Oberhoff, Shirley 
Richter...plus Cadey Chapman), and the 
driver of the sleigh Bubba Morton for shop-
ping for and finding all the sizes we need-
ed. Without your yearly help we would be a 
bunch of lost men not knowing which way 
is up.  

Origins and Overview 
 
Ash Wednesday is widely observed as the first day of 
Lent, a season of reflection and penitence leading up to 
the celebration of Christôs resurrection at Easter. Although 
the day itself is not directly commanded in Scripture, the 
practice of using ashes as an outward expression of re-
pentance and humility draws on biblical themes seen 
throughout the Old Testament (e.g., Job 42:6; Daniel 
9:3; Jonah 3:6: 1 Maccabees 4:39-40). Over time, early 
Christian communities adopted some of these practices, 
culminating in a distinct day of worship and introspection 
that marks the beginning of a 40-day period of renewal. 
 
Historically, references to penitential use of ashes appear 
in writings from early church centuries. For example, Ter-
tullian (c. 155-220 AD) mentions public acts of penitence 
involving sackcloth and ashes in his treatise ñOn Repent-
ance.ò By the medieval era, a specific liturgical day-Ash 
Wednesday-became standard in many church traditions. 
Since then, numerous Christian denominations have con-
tinued observing it, though the exact details can vary. 
 
Significance of the Ashes 

 
During Ash Wednesday services, many churches place 
ashes in the shape of a cross on participantsô foreheads. 
These ashes often come from the previous yearôs Palm 
Sunday branches, which are burned and blessed. This act 
unites two significant events: Christôs triumphant entry 
(represented by palms) and human repentance 
(symbolized by ashes). 
 
The cross of ashes visibly demonstrates a confession of 
sin and a profession of faith. It conveys both the reality of 
humanityôs fallen state and the believerôs hope in Christôs 
atoning work. Joel 2:13 exhorts, ñRend your hearts and 
not your garments. Return to the LORD your Godéò The 
ashes can be an external mark of an internal commitment, 
pointing ultimately to a change of heart rather than merely 
external observance. 
 
Practical Application 
 
Ash Wednesday can serve as a tangible opportunity for 
self-examination and a starting point for deeper devotion 
in the weeks leading to Easter. While Scripture does not 
prescribe the exact event, the focus on humility, repent-
ance, and confident anticipation of restoration resonates 
with biblical teachings. 
 
Focusing on spiritual disciplines-prayer, fasting, and acts 
of service-during this season can be a way to em-
body James 4:8-10 which says, ñDraw near to God, and 
He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sin-
ners, and purify your hearts, you double-mindedé
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt 
you.ò The mark of ashes is not an end; it is a renewed be-
ginning to walk in Christôs grace.  Ash Wednesday offers 
believers an occasion to heed Joelôs charge to ñreturn to 
the LORDò (Joel 2:13) and prepare for the celebration that 
awaits at the empty tomb.  
 
Article excerpted from Biblehub.com ñWhy Is Ash Wednesday Important?ò 
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February Missions/Outreach 

Offering by Credit 
or Debit 

To give by debit or credit 
card,  

you can scan this QR code.     
It will take you directly to an 
app to make your donation.   

Thank you for your support! 

February 15, 2026 

February Missions: Evangelical Association (EA) 

Our Missions Committee has chosen the Evangelical 

Association as our wider missions focus for the 

month of February. The EA (Evangelical Association 

of Reformed & Congregational Christian Churches) is 

our congregationôs Wider Church affiliation. 

   

Founded in 1998, the EA supports and networks 

churches of the Reformed, Christian, Evangelical and 

Congregational heritage by providing nationwide or-

dained pastoral credentials for EA clergy, assisting 

churches in the pastoral search process, connecting 

churches with EA affiliated global missionaries, pro-

ducing resources for local churches like the EA Desk 

Calendar and Evangelical Catechism, and networking 

pastors and churches together for summer church 

camps and other ministries.  

 

This past year our church hosted the EAôs National Convocation, 

welcoming EA affiliated pastors, lay leaders, and missionaries 

from 12 states 
 

Our goal is to raise $1,000 for the EA in the month of February via the 

special mission envelopes located in the pews.  You can learn more 

about the EA by viewing the Digital Missions Display in the main lobby 

of the church or by going online to www.evangelicalassociation.org.  

In December, orphans at the Shpola orphanage in 
Ukraine received a visit from St. Nicholas on St. Nich-
olas Day along with presents sponsored by Hope Now 
Ministries, a global mission our church supports that 
assists these orphans in Ukraine with financial, medical 
and spiritual support. 
 
Please keep these kids and teens in Ukraine in your 
prayers as the war continues and its been a cold winter. 
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SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Scout Sunday 
Breakfast 
8:30 am 
 
Sunday School 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 
10:15 am 
 
Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 
11:30 am 

 
 
 

 
L&B 
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm 

Childrenôs 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:30 pm 
 
Bell Choir 
5:30-6:00 pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm 

L&B 
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
 
Christian Education 
Committee 
6:30 pm 

 
Sr. Citizens  
11:00 am 
 
Cub Scouts Pin Wood 
Car Derby Weigh-in 
6:00-7:30 pm 
 
 
Catacombs 
8:00-11:00 pm 
 
 

 
Cub Scouts Pine Wood 
Car Derby 
8:30-5:00 pm 

8 9 10  11 12 13 14 

Sunday School 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 
10:15 am 
 
Super Bowl 
Potluck Dinner 
11:30 am 

  
 

L&B  
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Childrenôs 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:30 pm 
 
Bell Choir 
5:30-6:00 pm 
 

Youth Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm 

L&B  
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
Missions Committee 
6:00 pm 
 
Worship Committee 
6:30 pm 
 
Cub Scouts 
6:30 pm 

Sr. Citizens 
11:00 am 
 
 
 
Catacombs 
8:00-11:00 pm 

 
 
 

15 16 17 18  Ash 
Wednesday 

19 20 21 

 
Sunday School  
9:00 am 
Worship  
10:15 am 
 
Senior Citizens 
Fundraiser 
10:00-1:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OMP Meeting 
6:30pm 
 
 
 

L&B  
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
 
Brotherhood 
6:30 pm 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm 
 
 

Food Pantry 
9:30 - 12:00  pm 
 

Childrenôs 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:30 pm 
 
Pancake Supper 
5:00-6:45 pm 
 
Bell Choir 
5:30-6:00 pm 
 
Ash Wednesday 
Worship 
7:00 pm 
 

L&B  
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
Consistory 
7:00 pm 
 
 

Sr. Citizens 
11:00 am 
 
Womenôs Guild 
2:00 pm 
 
Catacombs 
8:00-11:00 pm 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Sunday School  
9:00 am 
 
Worship 
10:15 am 
 

 L&B  
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
Girl Scouts 
6:30 pm 
 
 

 

Childrenôs 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:30 pm 
 
Bell Choir 
5:30-6:00 pm 
 

Youth Fellowship 
6:00-8:00 pm 

L&B  
8:30-2:30 pm 
 
Cub Scouts 
6:30 pm 

 
Sr. Citizens 
11:00 am 
 
 
Catacombs 
8:00-11:00 pm 

 

       



 

PRAYER LIST 
 Mark Paweleck 

Tommy Lovel 
Keith Warncke 
Brandon Beck 
Cindy Schulze 
Sue Hurta 
Cecil Tielke 
Cecelia Blinka 
John Spears 

Harvey Mager 
Joyce Christ 
Barbara Sims 

Barbara Schroeder  
Erna Thielemann 
Clarence Thielemann 
Robert Hallgren 
Ellvina Loehr 
Carolyn Kaluza 
Waymond Schulze 
Olivia Tiemann Family 
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 PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES 

It is an honor and privilege to pray for the needs of those on our 
prayer list.  Prayer requests will be listed for six weeks unless the 
church office is notified. Thank you for your assistance in this 
matter. We look forward to sharing in both your concerns and 

your joys!    
 
**Please update the office if still needing prayer.   

Prayer is powerful!!   
And Effective    

James 5:16  

OUR DEEPEST   
SYMPATHIES 

Olivia Tiemann went 
to her heavenly home 
on January 11, 2026. 

Her funeral was held 
January 31 at the 
church. 

Please continue to pray 
for her family during 
this time of mourning. 

 
1 W. Lee Hedt 
 
2 Grey Richter 
 
3 Callen Holik 
  
6 Wade Griffith 
 Hunter Bienek 
 
7     Johnathan Moody 
 
8 Charles Oberrender 
 Thomas Jurek 
 Jimmy Klemstein 
 
9 Robin Eversole 
 Avery Schwaiger 
 
10  Calvin Hedt 
 Virginia Chambers 
 
11 Judy Kveton 
  
12  Don Arrington 
 
15 Steven Holik 
  
 

16   Amy Stasney 
 Trace Legendre 
 
17 Becky Oberhoff 
 Glynn Schmidt 
 
19 John Salazar 
 Samantha Svatek 
 
20 Kevin Jurek 
 Joseph Schwaiger 
 
22  Brenda Kunkel 
 Lanette Schultz 
 
24  Ainsley Fletcher 
 
25  Kim Fredrickson 
 Cody Todd 
 Emma Altreche 
  
26Deven Dick 
 Dale (DJ) Oberhoff, Jr. 
 Justin Svatek 
 Glennys Asselin-Cavey 
 
28 Jack Bishop 
 Alexis Dorr 

1 DANE  & REILLY MCELRATH 
 MARK & NANCY WENDT 
 
3     CHAD & CAROL BISHOP 
 
 15 KEVIN & KELLI HORAK 
 
19 CLAYTON & ASHLEY SOMMERFELD 
 
22     IKE & KIM FREDRICKSON 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
Happy Anniversary!!! 

If you ever see any mistakes,  
please let me know.  Debbie (office),  

979-793-6125 



   IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
    979-793-6125  E-mail addressðoffice@iecneedville.org 
    P.O. BOX 505 
    9018 CHURCH STREET 
    NEEDVILLE, TEXAS  77461-0505 
    www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org 
    Find us on Facebook @ Immanuel Evangelical Church Needville Texas 
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* If you need to update your address or any  family information, please fill out the 

Member update form outside wall off the churchôs office.  Turn in ASAP to ensure your infor-
mation is correct for the 2026 directory. 

* NEW!!!  If you need a reimbursement for items/services you paid for (for the church), please fill 

out a reimbursement form and put in my INBOXðon my desk 

* (both forms are located on the wall outside of the office) 

*  

Thank you for your help! 

From the Office.. 


