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Family Christmas Eve service set for Dec. 24 

Childrenõs Christmas Program  
òPalm Sunday in Bethlehemó 

 

to be held Sunday , December 21  
during the 10:15 am worship service 

 
Refreshments following. 

On Wednesday, December 24 we will celebrate  our traditional family Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with the 
Bell Choir, Scripture readings, Holy Communion, Christmas carols, and lighting of candles during ñSilent Night.ò  
The service will begin at 6:30 pm. 
 

The Christmas Eve service will be live streamed on Facebook and YouTube.  We hope you and your family can 
attend Christmas Eve with us in person or online! 
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Waiting for Christmas 
  
Christmas is coming!  With Thanksgiving over, the 

countdown to Christmas begins in earnest  as kids all over the 

globe  count the days until Santa Claus arrives with his sleigh 

full of toys.  Christmas trees now take center stage in 

peopleôs homes, as stocking are hung by the fireplace, and 

the outside of homes glow like a winter wonderland with the 

twinkle of Christmas lights.  Indeed the secular world is 

preparing for the big event of the yearé Christmas! 

Indeed the countdown for Christmas is real.  Many families 

use an Advent Calendar of some sort to count through the 

first 25 days of December to help build the excitement for the 

upcoming holiday.  I know some websites and social media 

memes that begin the countdown of December 26th 

reminding folk of how many days are 

left till Christmas throughout the year, 

months ahead of the big event. 

I get it.  Counting down to Christmas 

with all of the anticipation of gifts and 

parties that  have become common 

place at this time of year.  We have 

the advantage of having a set date on 

our calendars (December 25) for 

when we celebrate the Christmas 

holiday, and for us Christians, to 

remember the birthday of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Yet, before the first Christmas ever 

occurred, the countdown to Christmas 

was a bit more difficult.  Sure, the 

prophet Isaiah had predicted that ñthe 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel.ò (Isaiah 7:14)  The prophet Micah went a bit 

further, and predicted, ñBethlehem Ephrathah, though you 

are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 

me one who will be ruler of Israel.ò (Micah 5:2) Yet, no one 

knew when the Christ (the Messiah) the anointed one of God 

would be born.  There was no set day to look forward toé 

just a promise. 

In fact, between the final writings of the prophet Malachi till 

the birth of Jesus there were over 400 years of waiting.  400 

years!  Thatôs a long time.  Bible scholars call it the 400 years 

of Silence: when Godôs Word fell silent and his people, 

Israel, waited for  God to send a deliverer depicted in 

Zechariah 9:16, ñThe LORD their God will save his people 

on that day as a shepherd saves his flock.  They will sparkle 

in his land like jewels in 

a crown.ò  The problem 

is nobody knew when 

ñthat dayò would come! 

While those 400 years of 

waiting seemed to last 

forever, they were far 

from silent. The land of Judea was the center of conflict as it 

changed hands from one foreign power to another holding 

power over Godôs covenant people. During the time of Ezra, 

Nehemiah, Zechariah and Malachi, Judea was governed by 

the Persians.  In 323 BC Alexander the Great rode into town 

and Judea fell to Greek occupation (see 1 Maccabees 1:1-4). 

After his death, his empire splintered, and Judea became the 

frontline  of contention between warring Greek factions.  

Judea won freedom from Greek control 

around 164 BC when Jewish freedom 

fighters led by Judas Maccabee liberated, 

Jerusalem and the Temple from the 

heathensða victory remembered to this day 

in the 8-night holiday of Hanukkah.  This 

victory was a statement so that ñall the 

Gentiles will know there is One who 

redeems and saves Israel.ò (1 Maccabees 

4:11) 

Godôs people lived free for 100 years until 

63 BC when the Roman Empire conquered  

Judea. This set the stage for  ñthose days 

[when] Caesar Augustus issued a decree 

that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world.ò (Luke 2:1).  Still, it wasnôt 

until the angel came to a virgin, named 

Mary, in Nazareth, announcing the birth of 

the Messiah (Luke 1:26-38) that there was 

any indication that the 400 years of Silence were almost over.   

As the people waited, patiently for God to act, Sirach wrote 

words of comfort in Sirach 2:3, 6, ñHold fast to God and 

donôt keep your distance from him so that you may find 

strengthé Trust him, and he will help you; make your ways 

straight, and hope in him.ò  The important thing in waiting 

was to lean upon the Lord and to not give up hope. 

Today, we know when Christmas arrives.  Yet, you and I also 

live in periods of waitingé waiting for healing, for a word of 

direction in our lives, for God to open up doors of grace and 

mercy to flow in our marriages and families.  May we trust 

the Lord like the Jews did during the 400 years of Silence and  

know that God ever walks with us. So, ñhold fast to Godé 

so that you may find strength.ò  Amen. 
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Childrenôs Christmas Program Rehearsals 
Sundays  9:00 am 

 

Grades: preschool to grade 6 

Adult Sunday School Class 
 

Sundays at 9:00 am  Library Classroom 
Adults of all ages invited! 

Teen Sunday School Class 
 

Sundays at 9:00 am  Food Pantry Classroom 
Teens grades 7 to 12 invited! 

A full menu of classes for all ages 

A new altar Nativity set was purchased by the Wor-
ship Committee for the 2025Christmas season from 
memorial funds in loving memory of Erwin Lingnau. 

New for Christmas 2025 

A new sanctuary Christmas Tree was purchased by 
the Worship Committee and Consistory for the 
2025Christmas season from designated gifts and me-
morial funds in loving memory of Kelsey Marie 
Oberrender (1990-2000). 



Karen Zurek went 
to be with the Lord 
on November 2, 
2025.  Her funeral 
service was Friday, 
November 12. 

Please continue to 
pray for her numer-
ous cousins who are 
members of our 
church. 

OUR DEEPEST   
SYMPATHIES 
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Historic Nativity set on display for Christmas season 

A historic Nativity set is on display in the Church Office for the 2025 Christmas season.  It 
is on loan from Tamara Bishop, troop leader for the Needville Girl Scouts.  The Nativity set 
was originally owned by Tamaraôs grandmother and made by a former pastorôs wife of Im-
manuel Evangelical Church.  The set was made by the wife of Rev. William Scholze, who 
served as pastor of our church family from 1940-1956.   

Feeding the flock for Thanksgiving 

Members of the Menôs Brotherhood roasted turkeys and ham for the 
Leaps & Bounds Thanksgiving Feast which was held on November 
20. 
 
The guys enjoy cooking and the Thanksgiving Feast it gave them 
another excuse to spend time together relaxing  and having  fellow-
ship in the Brotherhood Building. 
 
The roasted turkey and ham was the main course for the Feast which 
fed over 100 people, kids plus parents and grandparents who were in 
attendance. 
 
Thanks Brotherhood for your gracious ministry! 

Cheryl Mohr Cona-
way went to be with 
the Lord on Novem-
ber 17, 2025.  Her 
family held a Cele-
bration of Life Gath-
ering here at the 
church on  November 
21.  

Please continue to 
pray for her daughter, 
Lori Stembridge, and 
family during these 
days of mourning. 
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Leaps & Bounds  
 

Christmas Program  
 

Tuesday, Dec. 16  
6:00 pm  

Program will be live streamed on 
Facebook and YouTube  

 

Everyone  
invited!  

 
Refreshments 
to follow in  

Fellowship Hall  

Leaps & Bounds celebrates Thanksgiving 

Our Leaps & Bounds ministry held their annual Thanksgiving Feast on 
Thursday, November 20 in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
The kids began the event by singing and dancing to the ñTurkey Pokeyò 
song.  What fun to watch them all waddle around! 
 
Over 100 people joined in for the Thanksgiving Feast.  The turkey and ham 
was roasted with love by members of the Menôs Brotherhood.  Deanna 
Shifley cooked up homemade stuffing.  The rest of the sides and desserts 
were provided by the Leaps & Bounds teaching staff and family members 
attending the Feast. 
 
We  give thanks to God that our church is able to touch these little ones 
with the love of Jesus at such a tender age.  Please continue to keep this 
ministry in your prayers during the Spring semester. 

St. Nicholas Day 
December 6 
 
Celebrate the faith and ministry of St. 
Nicholas of Myra, the Early Church 
pastor upon whom the legends of Santa 
Claus were later based. 

Hanukkah 
December 14-21 
 

Celebrate the 8-night biblical 
holiday that was celebrated 
by Jesus. The holiday is ob-
served by lighting the meno-
rah and playing dreidel. 

hǘƘŜǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 



IEC YOUTH 
Deanna Shifley, Interim Youth Director 
Email: Deanna.shifley@gmail.com 

Cell: 567-242-4490 
Office: 979-793-6283 
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Childrenôs Christmas Program Rehearsals  
Sundays at 9:00 am in the sanctuary 
(Christmas Program will be held  
Sunday, Dec. 21 during worship) 

Childrenõs  

Sunday, Jan 4; 6:00-7:30 pm  

K-5th grade 

Childrenõs Epiphany Party 

Toy Drive  
 

We are seeking unwrapped toys $15.00 
value or less that will be given to kids of 
our church  (K-Grade 5) during the  
Childrenôs Epiphany Party  

  
Sunday, Dec. 7 - Wednesday, December 24 

 
Drop off at Church office. 

Epiphany Party 
Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
Christmas Drama 

 

þThe Mismatched Nativityÿ 
 

Wed. Dec. 10  
7:30 pm 

 
Watch online or in person 

Kids are asked to bring flashlights.  Each child will receive a 
present at the end of the night. 

Teens rehearse for the Jr./Sr. High Youth Christmas Drama 
during Youth Fellowship on December 3. 
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NEW CONSISTORY MEMBERS 
NEEDED 

 

The Consistory is looking for individual church members who 
might be interested in serving on the Consistory for a  

2-year term starting February 2025. 
 

Consistory meetings are held on 3rd Thursday of each month 
and typically last little over an hour. 

 
Contact any Consistory Member for more information.  

Breaking an Attendance Record!  The Jr. & Sr. High Youth Fellowship broke the attendance record for this 
school year with 33 teens present on December 2, 2025.  What a fun night when everyone hangs out.   

December Schedule 
 

Fridays 8:00-11:00 pm 
 

Dec. 5ðCLOSED 
Dec. 12ðOPEN 
Dec. 19ðOPEN 
Dec. 26ðCLOSED 

 
All youth grades 6-12  
invited to attend. 

Church Directory 
Family Photo 
shoots 

 

Sunday, Dec. 21  or 
Sunday, Jan. 11 

 
Following worship 


