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Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb

Lesson Set Objectives and Bible Background
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Scripture
Bible Story: John 20:1-18

Key/Memory Verse

“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘| have seen the Lord', and she
told them that he had said these things to her.” john 20:18 (NR5V}




Lesson Objectives

» Teach John's version of the Empty Tomb story into memory, helping students
understand how john's version differs from other Gospel stories of the empty tomb.

« Place ourselves at the Empty Tomb and understand how Mary's encounter with the
risen Christ is similar to our own --that it can be unexpected, personal, and life-
changing.

« Consider ways we are called to respond to the good news that "He is risen.”

+ Rescue Mary Magdalene's reputation from the misrepresentations that evolved over
the centuries in the Church and media, and restore her to her rightful place as a dear
disciple of Jesus who was honored to be the first person to whom Jesus appeared at his
resurrection.

Bible Background
What does Mary Magdalene's story mean?

John’s version of the Empty Tomb story is unique, and like so many other things in
John, it points to a deeper meaning and reality which younger children may find hard to
grasp. Thus, our first task is to teach the story so that it can unfold its meaning as
they grow.

Mary went to the Tomb in grief and returned with faith. How did that happen? It
happened because Jesus speaks his resurrected presence to us. Like every single one of
us, at first Mary Magdalene didn't recognize Jesus, and even when she did according to
John, she wasn't allowed to physically touch him (for a reason beyond our
comprehension). And yet the encounter was so real that it changed her life

and compelled her to share the amazing news with others. This is the life-changing
presence we too hope to experience or have already experienced. And yes, to some
extent we can prepare to encounter the Risen Jesus, and all the confirming encounters to
come.

+ Mary was acquainted with his voice; are you?

+ Mary went to the cross and tomb; have you?

¢ Mary turned when she heard him call and reached out to embrace him; how
are you doing that?

» And Mary taught others to look for him, believe, and continue his mission.
How can you do that?

Who was Mary from Magdala?



» Most significantly, she was a beloved friend and faithful follower of Jesus,

* She is the only person mentioned at the Empty Tomb in all four Gospels.

» According to John, she was the first person to whom Jesus appeared after the
resurrection.

+ According to john, she was the first to share the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection —
earning her the title, "Apostle to the Apostles.”

The word “Magdalene” tells us that Mary was from the village of Magdala, a community
on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, near Capernaum. The fact that she is named
in this way, instead of referencing a husband's name, may indicate that she had never
married or perhaps her husband had died. This village is not far from Capernaum, so it is
also possible that she had family ties to one of the male disciples, or perhaps Jesus
himself.

Both Luke and Mark tell us that Mary was healed, presumably by Jesus, of seven demons
--which we today understand may reference a host of medical conditions. The Gospels
tell us that she was part of the group of women who followed Jesus from Galilee and that
they “provided for” Jesus and the disciples “out of their resources” (Matthew 27:55-56,
Mark 15:41, Luke 8:2-3). These other women included Jesus' mother, Mary the wife of
Cleopas, Joanna, and perhaps others. Though often portrayed as a younger woman, we
simply don't know how old she was, and she may have been an older woman given that it
did not raise eyebrows that she was in the company of men.

Interestingly, Mary Magdalene is not mentioned in the Book of Acts, but then neither are
several other Disciples. Did she pass away? Travel to spread the word? Or was she just a
victim of the male-centric tendencies of Early Church writings? Writing some 40 years
later in the Book of Acts, Luke does write about another woman, Lydia, but does not
relate the fate of Jesus' mother or the women so prominently described in his gospel. We
are feft to assume, that like Paul and many others mentioned in scripture, we simply do
not know what happened to them.

What was her role?

Mary was one of the earliest followers of jesus, and one of several women who often
traveled with the disciples, learning from him, and likely taking care of the group's daily
needs and acting as an extension of Jesus' care for others. Mary was there in Jerusalem
for the last days, and thus it is likely that she helped prepare, serve, and clean up the Last
Supper, and perhaps participate it in. Only Mary Magdalene is present at the Empty
Tomb in all four Gospels, which is surely a confirmation of her importance among the
group, her faith in Jesus, and Jesus’ faith in her.



in John, the male Disciples did not see Jesus at the Empty Tomb. That honor was
reserved for Mary Magdalene. The significance of Jesus bestowing such an honor on a
woman in that day and age cannot be understated and is in keeping with Jesus' vision of
a new Kingdom where the old attitudes and ideas of worth no longer apply.

The Story in brief according to John

1. Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb, sees the stone rolled away, and then runs to
tell Peter and John.

2. Mary returns with Peter and John who see the rolled up linens and then leave.

3. In her grief, Mary stays behind, and then suddenly sees two angels sitting inside
the tomb.

4. The angels ask her why she is crying, and she replies that they have "taken her
master."

5. She turns around and Jesus asks her why she is crying -but she thinks he's the
gardener!

6. Mary asks the gardener where they have taken him.

7. Jesus says to her, “Mary!” and she replies, "Teacher!"

8. Jesus immediately tells her do not touch me, go and tell the others.

9. Mary returns to the disciples and says, "l have seen the Lord."

Note that John is the only Empty Tomb account that includes male disciples at the tomb,
but they do not encounter Jesus until the upper room.

The Other Gospels
Matthew 28:1:10

Two women: Mary Magdalene and the “other" Mary. No men. There's an earthquake, an
angel sitting on the rolled-away stone, and terrified guards. The angel says, "Do not be
afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has
risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his
disciples.” Jesus speaks to the women as they are leaving.

Three women: Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome (who
actually may be the same person as Mary the mother of James). No men. The stone is
rolled away. A young man wearing white is in the tomb. He says, "He has risen; He is not
here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. Go tell his disciples."

:1-10
Three women: Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Joanna. No men. The
stone is rolled away when they arrive. They enter the tomb and suddenly two angels



appear. "Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is risen." The women leave to
report to the male disciples.

It's a common misconception that Mary the Mother of Jesus was one of the Mary's at the
empty tomb. Three of the Gospels mention "Mary the mother of James" ...also known as
"the other Mary." This is James the disciple, the "Son of Zebedee," and not Jesus' brother
James of later prominence. This other Mary may be the wife of Clopas (Cleopas) of
Emmaus Road fame. Interestingly, in john 20:2, Mary says “we do not know where they
have laid him," though the rest of the story emphasizes it was just Mary M. present.

Why are the accounts so different?

People have been debating this question since the 1st Century. Time, distance and
memory can do strange things to verbal accounts, especially in a pre-technological age. It
is likely that Matthew, Luke, and John were not acquainted with each other's gospels. But
they all agree on these things: Mary Magdalene was there, messenger(s) from God were
present, the tomb was empty, and the good news had to be shared.

What does it matter to us as teachers?

Students will eventually hear the different gospel accounts and may be confused. It's
not helpful to homogenize what God has preserved as unique accounts. Each tells us
something different about the nature of the Resurrection and how we might
experience Christ, and they remind us that the Gospels are not histories in the
conventional sense, but a joyful truth to be pondered.

What does it matter to us as students?

The risen Jesus appeared many times after the Empty Tomb was discovered, and he
stili "appears" to be alive to many today. Furthermore, the empty tomb was not proof
to Mary or to Peter. It was the presence of the Risen Christ which rekindled their
faith. Thus the question can be asked:

1. Has he appeared to you? And How does he "appear"?

2. Do you believe it?

3. What does it mean that Jesus is alive? ...to you, to the world?
4. And what are you going to do about this wonderful news?

(See more discussion questions below.)
If the Bible accounts don't agree on the "facts" does this mean these are just

"stories"?
A dead body rising from the grave is beyond the idea of "facts" and history as we



commonly think of them. And the empty tomb itself was not the "fact" which
engendered faith in anyone. Mary saw the emptiness and still thought they had
stolen his body. The reality and message of the empty tomb only becomes a "fact”
when we experience the Risen Christ and choose to believe.

= Mary didn’t belleve because she saw.an’ empfy tomb
‘Lcry bolneved because she enc_:_ounfered the Risen Chnst

T -

Rescuing Mary of Magdala from a False Reputation

Centuries of salacious and misleading Church innuendo and artwork about Mary
Magdalene have finally come unraveled. Modern Biblical scholarship and a purging of
past anti-female bias in interpretation have restored Mary Magdalene's deserved
reputation. There was a time when some in The Church portrayed her as a prostitute.
Unfortunate teachers supposed her to be the fallen woman Jesus saved from stoning, or
the woman who washed Jesus' feet with her hair --without a shred of evidence from the
Bible itself. In fact, the only reference to her past is that she had been cured by Jesus of
"seven demons" (and we know today that "demon" can mean illness). Luke, who uses
Mark as a source, repeats that story, but given that Mark's reference is vague and
second-hand, the only thing we can say for sure about her past is that Jesus healed her,
welcomed her discipleship, and specifically spoke to her at the Empty Tomb.

Resurrection Theology

We cannot teach this story without teaching the meaning of Christ's resurrection. Short
of writing a library of words, we can say this:



» The Resurrection of Jesus is God's confirmation of Jesus' identity and authority as
the Son of God.

¢ The Resurrection confirms Jesus' teachings, especially those about of the Kingdom,
and continues the transformational work of the Kingdom.

» The Resurrection of Jesus invites us to look, listen, and expect the Risen Chyrist in
our own life. And to be ready to respond with faith and sharing to promote his
Kingdom.

» The Resurrection of Jesus tells us that our own "tombs" can be opened, that God
can roll away the stone that's keeping us buried in trouble and grief.

¢ The Resurrection of Jesus tells us that physical death is not the end for us either.

» The Resurrection of Jesus teaches us that we can begin to experience the life-
changing joy of resurrection starting today.

Mary's experience at the Empty Tomb as a guide to our own

We can share Mary's iove for Christ by seeking Jesus. Have you walked with him, and
gone to the cross and tomb?

We can recognize that our grief and confusion (and a whole host of other problems)
can keep us from seeing the Risen Lord.

We can identify and hear the messengers he sent to the tomb and still sends to us
today.

We can seek to know his voice and respond to it when he calls our name.

Without expecting his physical presence, we can learn to embrace him with our hearts
and service.

A Few Questions for Children

1.

If you had been with Mary Magdalene at the tomb, what would you have said to

comfort her in her grief?

. What questions would you have asked Jesus if you had seen him there at the empty
tomb? (You can ask him these questions today, by the way!)

. What are you doing to learn more about jesus so that you will recognize his presence
and the sound of his voice when he reveals his presence in your life?

. What was Jesus raised to do?

. In what ways, people, things, places, and experiences does Jesus speak and act to and
through us today?

. How are you "announcing” the good news to others of jesus' living and life-changing

presence?




Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb
Video Workshop

Meeting Jesus -
at the Empty Tomb ¥

Summary of Activities

Students will watch a video clip from the Gospel of John (Visual Bible). Then, after studying Mary
Magdalene's reaction and Jesus' words to her, they will videotape and view their own reactions to seeing
the Risen Christ and the questions they might have asked him.

Alternate videos suggested below.
Scripture
Bible Story: John 20:1-18

Key/Memory Verse:“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’, and
she told them that he had said these things to her.” John 20:18 (NRSV)

<= The recommended "Gospel of John" video says the words of scripture word-for-word (an illustrated
Bible!). Thus, the lesson plan does not have a "now read the passage” step. If you need to do that, add
it.

Lesson Objectives

See the Bible Background at rotation.org for this set's complete list of objectives and additional thoughts
and questions to share.

Preparation and Materials

» Read the Bible Background and scripture.
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Home | Sunday School Lessons and Resources
LESSONS: JESUS from PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER MORNING
Writing Team Lesson Set: Mary Magdalene ~ Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb
(WT) Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb ~ Bible Skills & Games Workshop

(WT) Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb ~ Bible
Skills & Games Workshop

Writing
i’ The Writing Team O 2 Fortifying our Supporting Members

Rotation.org Writing Team

Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb
Bible Skills and Games Workshop

Summary of Activities

Students will listen to (or watch) the scripture and then play an Empty Tomb game that
rewards them for listening carefully and helps them memorize the story of Mary
Magdalene at the Empty Tomb. As part of their reflection, they will put themselves with
Jesus at the Empty Tomb, understanding that the Empty Tomb story both teaches us how
to respond to the Good News and that it is a metaphor for our own renewal and
resurrection, An optional "meaning of the stone" demonstration is included for older
students.

Scripture

Bible Story: John 20:1-18



Key/Memory Verse: “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘l have seen
the Lord’, and she told them that he had said these things to her.” John 20:18 (NRSV)

Lesson Objectives

See the Bible Background at rotation.org for this set's complete list of objectives and
additional thoughts and questions to share.

Preparation and Materials

Read the Biblce Background and scripture.

Print the Empty Tomb graphics on heavy card stock (the Tomb graphic and the Stone
graphic, which has instructions). The graphics PDF is attached to this lesson at
rotation.org.

Print a copy of the Empty Tomb Questions about the Empty Tomb story attached to
this lesson.

Scissors and markers.

Paste.

Flipchart (or a way to cover what you write on the board).

Bibles, or a copy of the Gospel of John DVD (Visual Bible) to play back the word-for-
word Empty Tomb story and the equipment to show it.

Optional: Two heavy rocks, big enough for students to hold for a few seconds but not
for more than a minute with their arms outstretched. (Bring two different weights just
in case, one that's extra big.) Include a cushion for the rock to fall into when they drop
it.

Optionai: To save time, you can cut-out the Empty Tomb and Stone graphics yourself.

Here is a preview clip of the Gospel of john found on YouTube. The story of the
Empty Tomb begins at about 2:34:30. This is the same clip recommended in the Video
Workshop lesson, so this may be a refresher for them, which is okay. The narration is
“word for word" from scripture.

The Gospel of St. John - Film - High Qu...




Lesson Plan

Open

Welcome your students and explain what they'll be doing and learning about today. Ask
them to tell you as much as they can remember about the Story of the Empty Tomb.
Outline it on a FLIPCHART as they speak, but do not correct them. Instead, after they are
done brainstorming, simply tell them that "some things you have remembered are
incorrect, and some things are NOT part of the Gospel of John's story of the Empty Tomb

--but are found in the other Gospel stories," (Matt, Mark, Luke). Don't tell them what is
right!

Now cover up what they brainstormed; you'll come back to it after the game.

Give each a copy of the Game Graphics (Tomb and Stone)} in preparation for the quiz.
They can cut them out now prior to hearing the story.

Listen Carefully to the Scripture

Using either a Bible or by showing the video clip starting at 2:34:30. [If you have the DVD
it's Chapter 31.]

Say: After listening to (or watching) the Empty Tomb scripture from John 20, you are going
to be playing a Quiz Game to see how well you listened and can remember the details of
John's version of the Empty Tomb story.

Read or play the scripture.

Play the Empty Tomb Quiz Game



(Sample graphic. Full-size graphics attached below)

Each student should have a copy of the Empty Tomb and Stone graphics. Place the cut-
out stone graphic on top of the Empty Tomb graphic, aligning the markers so that the
tomb appears fully sealed. Use the "person outline” cut out as an answer marker.

The teacher should have a copy of the Empty Tomb Questions about the Gospel of John's
Empty Tomb Story (PDF).

Quiz Rules:

Read each question and its three possible answers one at a time, and give students a few
seconds to decide on answer "a, b, or ¢.” When they are ready to answer, have them
move their "Person Outline" (cut from the Tomb graphic handout) on top of either A, B, or
C as seen on their Tomb graphic, then announce the right answer, repeating it for all to
hear. (The purpose of placing the person marker on the answer is to declare their
answer. |f you think your students will "cheat" off of each other, give them slips of paper
to secretly write "a, b, or c" on and reveal when it's time to answer.)

Notice the triangular mark on the bottom of the round stone. Line it up to the triangular
marks along the bottom of the tomb, starting with the stone on the far right. Answering
correctly = slide the stone one triangular mark to the left. Answering incorrectly = slide
the stone one mark to the right. The teacher may change the "incorrect" penalty to "do
not move" if students are finding the quiz too hard. If you run out of questions and some
players have not yet fully "opened" the tomb to see Jesus standing there, ask the
questions again. The player has "won" when the stone is in the last position on the left
and Jesus is seen fully. Players should wait until everyone has finished.

After playing the quiz...

Go back to the OUTLINE they brainstormed at the beginning of class to see what they
got right or wrong. If you need to know which parts of the story were from other



Gospels and not John, consult the Gospel Parallels document created for the Empty
Tomb Computer Workshop at rotation.org and also attached below to this lesson.

Reflections

Using the "person outline” cut from the printable sheet, use markers to make it look like
you. Before pasting it next to Jesus, do the following "demonstration reflection" with your
students.

The teacher may say:

Place your colored cutout of yourself inside the empty tomb and place the stone over
the tomb -covering you up.

Say: One of the things we Christians have discovered about the story of the Tomb is
that the Tomb is also is a way to describe our lives without God. Without God, we are
living without hope, sealed away in sin and darkness. Being without God is like being
dead. When God raised Jesus from the tomb, he was not only fulfilling his promise
about Jesus being the Messiah, the one to follow, but he was also making a promise
to us --that he would roll away the stone from OUR lives and resurrect us to new life.
(As you're saying this, you and the students are opening the tomb to reveal their
images.} That's the interesting thing about Resurrection. It's not just for Jesus, it's for
all of us. It's a gift. And it's not just something that happens at the end of our lives.
Resurrection begins when you step out of the Tomb of faithlessness and sin and
begin to follow the risen Jesus.

Now you have a decision to make as to where you want to paste yourself in this story
of the Empty Tomb. Do you want to put yourself STILL IN the Empty Tomb? Or do
you want to paste yourself as Risen with Jesus -believing and ready to foliow? (Pass
out the paste.)

Other things you can do with the Tomb and Stone graphics:

1. Write on the stone the things which keep a person from believing and following
Jesus.

2. Place a "thought bubble" next to Jesus and add some words about the resurrection
that the Risen Jesus might say to encourage our faith and follow him.

3. Write in the margin of the Tomb graphic "things which can help us believe" and
"attitudes and actions" that will keep us sealed in the Tomb of sin and unbelief.



An Optional "Stone" Demonstration

Say: Another one of the things we Christians have discovered about the story of the
Tomb is that we can think about the STONE that seals us in the Empty Tomb and talk
about what that stone represents.
Pass around the heavy stone to each student, letting them take a turn trying to hold on to
it with their arms fully extended as long as they can. Put a cushion on the floor below the
rock to catch it. Be sure their arms are outstretched so it is harder to hold onto for long,
and so that it doesn't hit their feet when they drop it.
» The Stone dropping can represent death. We think we will live forever, but
eventually, we will die. We trust God to pick up our life and hold onto it
» The Stone dropping can represent our sins. Eventually, the weight of all our sins
gets too heavy and starts to break us. We need the power of God to forgive our
sins and free us from their weight.
e The Stone dropping can represent the weakness of our faith. Eventually, even our
faith fails us. We need the power of God to renew our strength.
» What else could the stone's weight or the stone dropping teach us about ourselves
and our need for God?
* What is the “"Good News" about the Stone at Jesus’' tomb and covering OUR
"tomb"?

The teacher can demonstrate a number of "points" about the stone. You could "act as
Jesus” 1o help the student "bear the burden" of the stone, or take it away completely, or
Jesus could encourage the student to let the stone drop --to trust. The Good News is that
Jesus is alive and present to help us with "whatever stone" is holding us back, or holding
us down, or keeping us in darkness or sin.

Adaptations

For Younger Students: If you show the video clip, be aware that some younger children
will be disturbed by the scene of Jesus on the cross. You can position your video starting
point to a "still frame" of Jesus on the cross and offer some introductory remarks, before
going into the Empty Tomb story. As they brainstorm the "Empty Tomb Story” on the
flipchart, draw images to represent what they are saying. When asking the questions,
provide fewer possible answers to choose from.

Written by the Rotation.org Writing Team
Copyright 2018, Rotation.org Inc.
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Home / Sunday School Lessons and Resources
/ LESSONS: |ESUS from PALM SUNDAY TO EASTER MORNING
/ Writing Team Lesson Set: Mary Magdalene ~ Meeting jesus at the Empty Tomb
/ (WT) Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb ~ Art Workshop

(WT) Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb ~ Art
Workshop

Writing .
Tea The Writing Team O £ Fortifying our Supporting Members

Rotation.org Writing Team

Mary Magdalene: Meeting Jesus at the Empty Tomb
Art Workshop

Summary of Activities

Students will construct a "Dish Garden Tomb" to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and
appearance to Mary Magdalene. They will create and place figures of Jesus, Mary
Magdalene, and their self at the Empty Tomb.

Scripture

Bible Story: John 20:1-18



Note that alternative supplies may be needed instead of sticks and yarn for making
people by younger students or if time is short; see the adaptation suggestions at the end
of this lesson.

/ﬁ

Lesson Plan

Opening

Welcome your students and explain what they'll be learning and doing today. Show
them some of the dish garden materials, and walk them through the following
explanation as you show them a picture of a tomb (attached at the bottom of this lesson
page) and/or quickly assemble a dish and pot.




Key/Memory Verse: “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘| have seen
the Lord’, and she told them that he had said these things to her.” John 20:18 (NRSV)

Lesson Objectives

See the Bible Background at rotation.org for this set's complete list of objectives.

Preparation and Materials

* Read the Bible Background and scripture.
* Print the attached photo of tombs at the time of Jesus.
¢ Gather supplies:
o Permanent markers.
o A clay pot dish (saucer), approximately 12"-14" in diameter, for each student.
o Asmall clay pot to form the empty tomb for each student. Mini 1 3/4" to 2" clay pots
recommended.
o Bag of topsoil to form around the clay pot tomb and cover with moss and rocks.
o Scoops or shovels for the soil.
o Bag of small rocks (polished hobby rocks easily found on Amazon or craft stores).
o Bag of larger flat rocks to cover the tomb opening,
o "Sheet" Moss found in hobby stores or on Amazon.
o Water.
o Paper towels,
o Sticks of various sizes for the crosses and for Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and student
figures, See the alternate idea for "peg people" below if you choose to use that.
o Pruning sheers to cut sticks.
o Yarn to wrap around sticks to form Jesus, Mary M., the student, and the cross(es).
o Scissors to cut the yarn.
o White glue to secure the end of the yarn,
o Plastic wrap to wrap up completed gardens for safe transport home.

Supply Tips:

The clay dishes/saucers, pots, polished rocks, larger rock, and sheet moss can all be
purchased online in quantity at very reasonable prices --typically $1 for the pot, $1
for the dish, and so on. Think of this as a family devotion like a creche, and not a
disposable craft.

It is important to get the sizes of the dish, pots, and rocks that are proportionate to each
other. You don't want a pot that's too big or a dish that's too small. If you will be making
smaller dish gardens, get smaller rocks, too. Use topsoil, as potting mix won't compact to
hold the garden elements in place.



Say: Back in the time of jesus, around Jerusalem wealthy people were often buried in
family "caves" cut into the rocky hillside. The cave might have a carved entrance, and
often a large square or round stone would be used to seal the tomb entrance. Inside the
tomb there was a stone bench upon which they would lay the dead body, which was
wrapped in cloth and covered with myrrh and other things to cover the odor. jesus was
not wealthy enough to own such a tomb; but Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy Pharisee
and friend of Jesus, asked Governor Pilate if he could take Jesus' body off the cross and
place it in his family's tomb where the bones of his family rested. That was on Friday. The
next day was Saturday, the Sabbath. Then early on Sunday morning -- the third day since
Jesus had been crucified -- Mary Magdalene went to mourn at the tomb. That's where our
scripture story picks up.

Let's take turns reading it to one another, and as we do, | want you to think about the
answers to these four questions. [Teacher: you might want to assign these questions to
students ahead of time so they know they're going to be called upon to answer.]

(1) How did Mary Magdalene, Peter, and John each respond differently to finding the
tomb empty?

(2) If you had been there that morning, which of the three disciples would you have
most likely responded like?

(3) What changed Mary's grief into belief?
(4) When you believe that Jesus is alive, what are you supposed to do?
Read John 20:1-18. For younger children, you may use a Bible storybook.

Option: As you read the scripture, you or an assistant can lay out and move the
clay pot, stones, and 'people’ to mimic the action in the story.

Make the Resurrection Garden

Dish Garden Steps

1. Begin by writing the key verse around the outside of the clay dish: “Mary Magdalene
went and announced to the disciples, ‘| have seen the Lord," fohn 20:18

2. Put a thin layer of soil in the dish and set the clay pot in it to form the tomb.

3. Add soil and compact it around the clay pot and in the dish.

4. Add small rocks and a large rock.

5. Place sheet moss on top of the soil and clay pot. Lightly water and press the moss into
the soil. Trim excess with a pair of scissors or tuck into the dish.



6. Create a cross using sticks and yarn and sink it in the deepest part of the soil next to
the clay pot. (Create just one to save time.)

7. Clean the edge of the dish with a wet paper towel.

8. Quickly make and place stick figures representing Jesus and Mary M. at the tomb. The
"student” figure will be made and placed during the Reflection.

9. If there is time, add a few stones inside the "tomb" on top of some soil to form the
"bench" where Jesus' body would have been laid, and where the grave clothes were
found. Comment on this part of the story, such as, "What would you have thought if
you had looked in and didn't see his body?"

Your Dish Garden should now be complete with tomb, moss, cross, stones, and Jesus
and Mary figures.

Reflection: Me at the Empty Tomb

Have students make a stick figure that represents THEM, then before having them place
it in their garden, ask these questions:

(1) Where are you standing at the Resurrection right now? Are you
looking in the Empty Tomb and wondering what happened? Do
you think it's just a strange story and are you planning to walk
away and not think about it once Easter is over? Or have you felt
like Jesus has been calling your name and trying to get your
attention? (How does he try to get our attention?)

(2) Now place your stick figure next to Jesus and Mary. As you do,
answer this question: What does the risen Jesus want you to do with your life?

(3) Finally, observe that they have created a garden, and that "gardens are meant to grow
things.” Ask: When you take this garden home and put it in a prominent place so that
friends and family see it, what might grow in your home?

Last Step: Wrap the dish gardens in plastic wrap for safe transport home.

Stick figure notes: You probably won't have much time to create the Jesus, Mary
Magdalene, and "my" stick figures, this is why we have kept their design simple. To
hasten the creating of the stick figures, you can pre-tie the stick figure pieces together
and then let students wrap the sticks with a bit of yarn. Tieing-off the yarn requires some
manual dexterity. Use a simple half-hitch and then smooth in a dab of white glue to
secure it. Do not wrap the last 1" of the stick as that will go into the soil.




Adaptations

For Younger Students: Prepare the saucers with the memory verse and soil ahead of
time. Fasten the cross pieces together ahead of time, and the stick figure pieces as well,
so that the children simply have to wrap a bit of yarn around them. Consider using sturdy
plastic saucers that won't break.

If Short on Time: Situate the clay pots in the soil and saucer ahead of time. Fasten the
cross pieces together ahead of time. Pre-cut lengths of yarn. Help place and press the
sheet moss onto the dish garden and have a helper trim the excess with a pair of
scissors, or tuck it into the soil. Instead of yarn and sticks, you could make the people
using clothespin dolls, craft sticks, or peg dolls decorated with markers. See the
"Alternate People" post below in this lesson thread.
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