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Taking 

Down the 

Greens 
Sunday,  

January 10th 
Lunch provided to those who help!   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service –Live Nativity 
 

This year’s Candlelight Service may 
not have had as many in attendance 
as years past, but it did have the Ho-
ly Communion, Christmas Carols, 
the Christmas Story, traditional can-
dle lighting  and a powerful mes-
sage:  

“Share the light.  Share the miracle 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ...The gift 
of the world has come.  It is not for 
you  only.  Take the light with you, 
out in the darkness.”   Rev. Ron 
Shifley 
 

“Candlelight Service was enhanced 
by a Live Nativity Scene tonight at 
Immanuel Evangelical Church.  So 
blessed to be able to worship the 
King in person.”  Debby Wendt  
 
 
(more pictures, page 7) 
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Walking in the Storm 
 
In January, our Children’s Sunday School will be exploring 

the story of Peter walking on the water from Matthew 14:22-

33.  The kids will be exploring this story in four rotating 

learning centers that will help bring the story to life. 

While doing some advance reflection on this New Testament 

story, I’ve come to see that  the background of this story has 

a feel for what we’ve come through in 2020.   

The author of Matthew’s gospel notes that “Jesus made the 

disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him to the other 

side… later that night… the boat was a considerable distance 

from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was 

against it.” (Matthew 14:22-24) 

The disciples had sailed out into the middle of the Sea of 

Galilee when a nighttime storm overtook the vessel.  The 

winds and waves were furious, and the fishing  boat was 

being tossed to and throw by the waves.  Such a storm would 

be scary indeed for the 12 disciples who were perched inside 

the boat. 

Similarly, our recent journey through the year 2020 has felt 

like sailing through a storm with the COVID-19 pandemic 

blowing us all over the place.  We’ve huddled in place as 

waves of lockdowns, sickness,  death, political turmoil,  and 

the like have crashed upon us.  Most of us wondered if we’d 

ever make it out of 2020 in one piece.  To be honest, most of 

us have faced fear and uncertainty was we traveled through 

such turbulent waters. 

In was in the midst of the storm that the disciples caught a 

vision of someone walking on the water out in the middle of 

the stormy lake.  As Matthew tells it, “When the disciples 

saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a 

ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.” (Matthew 14:26)  I 

don’t know about you, but I probably would have freaked 

out too, thinking how could the night get any worse!  I know 

we had that same thought about the year 2020.  Can it get 

any worse? 

That’s when it happened.  Right there in the midst of the 

storm, they heard a voice, a familiar voice, that changed 

everything.  “Jesus immediately said to them: “Take 

courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid.” (Matthew 14:27) The 

sound of Jesus’ voice, amidst the wind and the waves was 

comforting and confusing all at the same time.  How could 

he be there, with them in the storm? 

The disciple Peter responded to the voice and vision of 

Jesus.  He wanted to know if Jesus was really with them or 

just some kind of figment 

of their religious 

imagination.  “Lord, it it’s 

you,” Peter replied, “Tell 

me to come to you on the 

water.”  “Come,” he 

said.” (Matthew14:28-29) 

Peter challenged Jesus to 

make his faith real, right there in the middle of the storm.  If 

it was Jesus walking on the water, then Peter wanted to be 

with him.  He knew that he’d be safer with Jesus than what 

he was on the boat that was being tossed around by the 

storm.  It sounds crazy.  I know.  It was crazy.  Crazier still 

was Peter’s response “...Then Peter got down out of the boat, 

walked on the water and came toward Jesus.”  (Matthew 

14:29) 

Nothing around Peter had changed when he climbed out of 

the boat to walk in the water towards Jesus.  The storm was 

still there.  The wind and the waves were still crashing all 

around.  It was still a scary night for everyone caught out in 

the storm.  What did change is who Peter saw was with him.  

He suddenly knew that he was not alone.  Jesus was there 

too, and if Jesus was there, Peter had hope.  He knew that 

Jesus would see him through the storm.  That’s why he got 

the courage to climb out of the boat and walk towards Jesus 

on the water.  Jesus was there. 

The 2012 hymn “Oceans”  (#327 in our Praise Hymnal) by 

Matt Crocker describes the scene: 

“You call me out upon the waters, the great unknown where 

feet may fail.  And there I find You in the mystery, in oceans 

deep, my faith will stand.  And I will call upon Your name  

and keep my eyes above the waves.  When oceans rise, my 

soul will rest in Your embrace, for I am Yours and You are 

mine.” 

The Heidelberg Catechism states the moment like this, 

“What is your only comfort in life and in death?  That I am 

not my own but belong, body and soul, in life and in death to 

my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.” 

My prayer is that as we begin the new year 2021 that we 

would see and hear Jesus in the midst of the storm that still 

rages around us.  May He give us courage to come to him, 

among the waves, and be sheltered by his embrace.  I pray 

that this new year will be the year we draw closer to Jesus 

than ever before and that our faith would do crazy bold 

things as we hear Jesus calling out to us in this storm called 

life.  Jesus is here.  Don’t be afraid.  Amen. 



MISSION OUTREACH NEWS 
Each month, the Mission Outreach Committee makes a 
recommendation to the consistory as to where money 
should be sent for Immanuel’s mission contribution.  The 
list below will bring you up-to-date on which organiza-
tions received $500 each. 
January   ----      YWAM (Andy Cavendar) 
February ----      Streethearts of Haiti 
March -------      CROP Walk 
April ---------     Robin’s Nest Jamaica 
May ---------      Voice of the Martyrs 
June ---------      NMA Backpacks  
   (or Christmas Distribution) 
July --------        Evangelical Association 
August/Sept---- The Lion of Judah Academy 
October -----     Laura Hurricane Relief 
November ----  YWAM (Andy Cavendar)  
December ----   Streethearts of Haiti 
 

Allocated funds for these contributions come from the 

2020 “Wider Mission Money Envelope Challenge”.  A 

BIG THANK YOU to all those who filled the envelopes – 

all were taken and with the exception of one, all 

were returned.   Page 3 

The Leroy Miksch Annual Senior Citizen fundraiser will be 
held on January 24, 2021 @ Columbus Hall in Needville.  

 

There will be no live auction, basket raffle, silent auction ... 
We are asking for sponsorships to help off-set this projected decline of fundraiser income. We plan to dis-
play a large sponsorship banner recognizing all Sponsors as folks drive through the food lines.  
 

Thank you in advance for your consideration of donation. Please call Chris Janacek at 281-468-9314 to make a 
donation.  
 

The meal will be $12.00 for fried chicken, green beans, potatoes and a dessert. Raffle tickets are also available for quilts and 
more. Raffle tickets  are $2.00 each or a book of 6 for $10.00.   
 

Tickets are available from New First Bank, Prosperity Bank, Kinfolks Antiques, Western Power, or Debby Wendt or any other 
committee member. Many desserts are needed for both the Bake Sale which will be held under the Pavilion and desserts to go 
with the meal. Please bring the desserts by early that morning.  

Current  
IMMEDI-
ATE food 
needs for the 
Needville 

Food Pantry: 
cooking oil     flour         

sugar    spam  

taco shells   cracker 

cookies    Vienna sausages 

Senior Citizen Fundraiser 

Senior Citizens Center Site Closed for Fellow-
ship in January 
 
Senior Citizens Center Site will closed Janu-
ary for games and visiting.  Lunches will still 
be available for pick up.  You must call in 
advance       (979) 417-8203.  This will ensure 
enough meals are prepared.   
 
The health of our seniors is our greatest con-
cern.  Suggested donation for meals:  $3 Mon-
day-Thursday; $4 Friday 

~~~MISSIONS ~~~ 
Beginning in 2000 God stirred the hearts of a small group of people with a vision and desire to start a 
school for the children of Tanzanian pastors and church workers.  Slowly the vision simmered and, in the 
summer of 2001, a school was started in a borrowed classroom, a part-time teacher, and 12 students.  In a 
miracle which overwhelmed everyone involved (except, of course, God!) the vision caught fire, expanded 
and grew.  From those humble and inauspicious beginnings The Lion of Judah Academy has become one 
of the outstanding schools, public or private, in the national of Tanzania.  But far more important, it has 

become a beacon of God’s light and truth…and a training ground for men and women who will lead their country into the future. 
 

In 2020, two challenges pressed this ministry:  the pandemic, of course, but also and unprecedented flooding of Lake Victoria.   The schools 
closed due to the pandemic, but because of donors, they were able to provide a living income to all their teachers and staff for the duration of 
school closings!  The flooding caused damage to the school water system, teacher housing, and the school gardens.   Water has not yet reced-
ed completely.   
 

“But God has been very gracious.  No one was injured or hurt...just inconvenienced.  We have quickly been able to re-purpose some buildings 
into nice teacher housing - for which God unexpectedly provided financial resources!  We hope those will be ready by the beginning of school 
in January.”  2020 has  “been among the most challenging years the school has experienced since we took those first steps 20 years ago.  
But ,once again we have seen new and fresh examples of God’s amazing graces of provision and faithfulness.”  “So, all things considered, 
2020 has been challenging...but God has proven to be much greater!.”  Lynn and Hart Inlow   
 

For more information, visit their website:   www.thelionofjudah.info 
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Wreaths Across America ceremony 2020  
at IEC Church Cemetery in Needville and Needville public cemetery.  

Thanks to everyone who donated and everyone who braved the rain!  
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  News from the Lily Pad 
 

January 
Good Bye 2020, Hello 2021 

 
Happy New Year! 2021 is here and we are ready for a fresh 

start! It’s a new year with lots of plans of learning and 
growing.  Our students have excelled so much in the first 
half of the school year, can’t believe we are almost done! 

 
Here is a great reason to not have to cook dinner!  On the 
14th go to the Rosenberg Chick Fil A and support our won-
derful program. A portion raised that evening from 4-8pm 
will be donated back to us! Thank you for always supporting 

our kiddos!!  
 

As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full 
calendar of wonderful events! Thank You to our Board Mem-
bers for always lending a helping and guiding hand as well as 
our Leap Frog Parents, we would not be here without you all!  

 
Our January Memory Verse is:  

We walk by Faith not by Sight 2 Corinthians 5:7 
 
 

Leaping for Education—Bound by Christ    



IEC YOUTH 

2020  
Children’s  
Christmas  

Program 
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JR. & SR. HIGH YOUTH 
Sunday, Jan. 17, 8:00 pm 
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Adult Bible Class 
9:00 am 

[in the Library] 

8-weeks exploring the 
geography of the Bible (in 
the Galilee region) and 
the Bible stories that hap-
pened there. 
 
Adults of all ages invited! 

Children’s Sunday School 
January’s Story:  

Peter Sinks, Jesus Saves 
(starting January 10th) 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS 

The WOMEN’S GUILD - Thanks you for your continued support of the Kroger Community Rewards program. Our last quar-

ter’s receipts were $210.34 with 63 households participating.  We would love to see an 

increase in the households who support this project.  If you shop at Kroger and have a Kroger Plus 
card it is simple to enroll.  For new participants, please login to your account at www.kroger.com and 
open community rewards and put in our account #80822 (Immanuel Women’s Guild) and click enroll. 
All receipts are used for mission projects. More information is available at 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com.    If you need help with your account or have any questions, 
please contact:  Erna Thielemann, cht-et@sbcglobal.net ,  

281-232-6321.  WE CERTAINLY APPRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  (cont’) 

http://www.kroger.com
http://www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
mailto:cht-et@sbcglobal.net


JANUARY 2021 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

     1 2 
       

Office Closed 
 

 

3 4 5 6  Epiphany  7   8 9 

 
Adult SS / Children-
Youth Sunday School 
9am 
 
Family Worship/
Communion 
10:15am 
 
Children’s Epiphany 
Party 
6:30-8:00pm 

 
 
 

 
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
 
 

 
Children’s 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:45pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 

 
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
 
 

  

10   11 12 13 14  15 16 

 
Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School    9am 
 

Family Worship 
10:15am 
 

Taking Down the 
Greens 
After Worship Service 
 

 

  
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Faith & The Arts 
6:30pm 

 
Children’s 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:45pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 

 
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Cub Scouts Den Mtg 
6:30-7:30 pm 
 
Consistory Meeting 
7:00 pm 
 
Leaps & Bounds 
Chick-Fil-A 
Fundraiser 
4 - 8:00pm 

 
Women’s 
Guild  
2:00 pm 

  

17  18 19 20 21 22 23 

 
Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School  9am 
 
Worship 
10:15am 
 
 
Jr. & Sr. High Youth 
Lock-in 
8:00 pm 

 
Cub Scouts 
Committee 
Mtg  
6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 

 
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Brotherhood 
6:30 pm 
 
Faith & The Arts 
6:30pm 
 
 
 

 
Children’s 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:45pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 

 
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 

  

24   25 26 27 28 29 30 

 
Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School 9am 
 
Worship/
ABCelebration 
10:15am 
 
Senior Citizen 
Fund Raiser 

   
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Faith & The Arts 
6:30pm 

 
Food Pantry  
9:30-12:00pm 
 
Children’s 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:45pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 

 
Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Cub Scouts 
6:30 pm 
 
Mission Outreach 
Committee @ Los 
Charros 
7:00pm 

   

31       

 
Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School 9am 
 
Worship 
10:15am 
 
Semi-Annual Meeting 
After Worship Service 
 
Jr & Sr. High Youth  
6:00pm - 8:00pm 
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PRAYER LIST 
P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens! 

 Rodney Elster 
Adriane Gray 

Shirley Steffen Horak 
Shirley Kosnei 
Sandra Meugge 
Andrew Moses 

Bud Nordt 
Tamara, Bryce, Addyson Graves 

Mark Paweleck 
Peggy Raesner 

John Spears 
Olivia Tiemann 
Lloyd Tucker 
Donna Britt 

W. Lee “Dub” Schmidt 
Raymond Freund 

W. Lee & Sharon Hedt 
Dena Dick 

Walter Todd 
Doris Paweleck 

Barbara James 
Wyatt Jordan 

Jerry Williams 
Family of Barbara Schmidt 

Family of Kim Teykle 
Family of Walter Todd 
Family of Ruby Gerken 
Family of Shirley Nordt 

All members with COVID 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 

December 6       82   December 24 122 
December 13     69   December 27   61 
December 20   102         

January  

Anniversaries 
 

19 TONY & KRISTI NOVOSAD 
 

26 JIM & BARBARA SIMS 
 

 30 DAVID & CARRIE ALTRECHE 

2    David Dick, Jr. 
 Ray Oberhoff 
 
4 Joan Wendt 
 
6 Jeri Rodgers 
 
7 Kyle Raesner 
  
9 Pauletta Klemstein 
 Vanessa Miller 
 
11 Tina Holik 
 
12 Sheila Elster 
 
13 Debbie Legendre 
 Jayse Mach 
  
14 Kevin Lovel 
 
15 Mike Nulisch 
 
16 Dana Hawkins 
  
17 Alexis Richter 
 
19 Madelyn Griffith 

 
20 Kaylee Weidemann 
 Calvin Hedt, Jr 
 
21  Bridget Goodbread 
 Hudson Goodbread 
 Sage Hlavaty 
   
22 John Otto 
 
23 Darlene Mensik 
 
24 Anna Gadway 
 
25 Yvonne Lingnau 
 
26 Jim Sims 
 
27 David Thielemann 
 Elvina Loehr 
  
29 Corbin March 
 
30 Olivia Tiemann 
 
31 Wayne Schmidt 
  

 

January  
Birthdays 

With Love and Sympathy 

Richard Zwahr passed on to his heavenly 
home on November 29, 2020.  Funeral 
held at Immanuel on December 8, 2020 
officiated by Rev. Ron Shifley. 
 

Please lift his family up in prayer during 
this period of mourning. 

Barbara Schmidt went to be with the Lord 
on December 18, 2020.  Funeral was held 
at Immanuel on December 23, 2020 with 
Rev. Ron Shifley officiating. 
 
Please lift up her husband, W. Lee “Dub”, 
their children and family in your prayers 
during this time of mourning. 

Ruby Gerken went to be with the Lord on 
December 27, 2020.  Private graveside 
services will be held at Immanuel Ceme-
tery on January 04, 2021 with Rev. Ron 
Shifley officiating. 
 
Please lift up her family in your prayers 
during this time of mourning. 

Walter Todd went to be with the Lord on 
December 26, 2020.  Private family funer-
al was held at Garmany & Carden Funeral 
Home in Rosenberg on December 30, 
2020 with Rev. Ron Shifley officiating. 
 

Memorial for Walter and Juanita Todd 
will be held in February. 
 

Please lift up his family  in your prayers.  



   IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
    979-793-6125  E-mail address—office@iecneedville.org 
    P.O. BOX 505 
    9018 CHURCH STREET 
    NEEDVILLE, TEXAS  77461-0505 
    www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org 
    Find us on Facebook @ Immanuel Evangelical Church Needville Texas 

IMPORTANT 
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 
We are in the process of updating our mailing list for the quarterly 
offering envelopes currently being mailed to our members.  Some 
members are using the online donation option. However, many 
still wish to continue to receive the current envelope being mailed 
direct from the printer. If you are getting the current mailing and 
wish to continue using them we certainly encourage you to do so.  
However, if you wish to discontinue getting them and or perhaps 
be added to the mailing list if you have not been receiving them, 
we need to get your consent.  If you would like to make any 
changes, or address change, (effective next quarter beginning 
April) please use the following and RETURN TO THE CHURCH 
OFFICE BY JANUARY 31, 2021.  Thank you for providing your 
intent. 
 
________ Discontinue my offering envelopes 
 
________Add my name or update my address 
 
_____________________________________ 
                        Member Signature   


