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6:30 pm 

Thursday, Dec 24 

Christmas Eve to feature Live Nativity 
On Thursday, December 24 we will celebrate a traditional 
family Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Scripture 
readings, Christmas carols, and lighting of candles during 
“Silent Night.”  The service will start at 6:30 pm. 
 
In addition, this year, the junior and senior high youth, under 
the direction of Pastor Sid, will host a Live Nativity display in 
the front of the church beginning at 6:00 pm.  The youth will 
then bring their characters into the sanctuary during worship 
to recreate the Live Nativity in the front of the sanctuary.   
 
The Christmas Eve service will be live streamed on Facebook 
and YouTube.  We hope you and your family can attend 
Christmas Eve with us in person on online! 

Children’s Christmas 
program to be held 
Sunday, December 20 
The Children’s Christmas pro-
gram led by our church’s kids, 
grades K to 8 will be held on Sun-
day, December 20 during the 
10:15 am worship service. 
 
The theme of this year’s Christ-
mas program is “5G Christmas.” 
5G may be the new technology 
everybody wants for Christ-
mas, but there are five Gs that 
should be a part of our Christ-
mas festivities. Come watch the kids reveal the 5G’s 
through songs and drama in this fun Christmas play.  
Your whole family is invited to attend. 

Leaps & 
Bounds 

 

Christmas 
Program 

 

Tuesday, Dec. 15 
6:00 pm 

Program will be live 
streamed on Facebook and 

YouTube 

 

Everyone invited! 
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“We Interrupt this Christmas Season for… 
Hanukkah”  
 
You know, there’s nothing more aggravating than to be 
watching your favorite TV show and to have it interrupted 
by a breaking news bulletin, a weather update, or a test from 
the emergency broadcast system. Sure that hurricane 
warning may be important, but that’s my favorite TV show 
you’re interrupting! 
   
In many ways the biblical holiday of Hanukkah feels like an 
annoying interruption of the Advent Christmas season.  
Many wonder why Hanukkah has been dropped right in the 
middle of the Christmas season.  (This year Hanukkah is 
observed from December 10-17.) Is it, as some misinformed 
Christians have insisted, a Jewish attempt to interrupt 
Christmas with their own alternative holiday, a way to 
compete with the birth of Jesus Christ with a miracle of 
lights? 
 
The answer, as any informed Bible student should know, is 
that Hanukkah is not a deliberate interruption of Christmas at 
all.  Why?  Because this biblical holiday was instituted long 
before the birth of Christ or the celebration of Christmas 
ever became popular. 
 
The origins of Hanukkah began around 165 B.C. when Judah 
Maccabeus led a revolt against the Greeks who ruled as an 
oppressive regime over Jerusalem and the Holy Land.  King 
Antiochus Epiphanes had passed laws trying to strip the 
Jewish people of their biblical faith, language, customs, and 
Temple worship.  Fearing that biblical faith would be erased 
forever, the Maccabees fought against their Greek 
oppressors and succeeded in liberating the Jewish people, 
and the Temple in Jerusalem from pagan influence.  The 
Maccabees cleansed the Temple and rededicated it to the 
worship of the Lord, the God of Israel.  The rededication 
celebration lasted eight days and became an annual 
celebration that even Jesus celebrated during his ministry 
(John 10:22-30). 
 
The story of Hanukkah, the Feast of Dedication, is recorded 
in the book of 1 Maccabees 4:36-59, and was composed 
between the times that the Old and New Testaments were 
written.  While the book of 1 Maccabees is considered 
biblical canon by Roman Catholics and the Eastern 
Orthodox, Jews and Protestant Christians give it less status 
and place it in a deuteron-canonical collection of writings 
called the Apocrypha.  Still, a growing number of Christians 
observe this biblical holiday. Why? 
 
For some, the simple fact that Jesus himself celebrated 
Hanukkah at the Temple in Jerusalem is enough reason for 
Christians to observe this biblical holiday.  
 
Yet, if you’re looking for a theological rationale to observe 
this holiday, you need look no further than the Apostle 
Paul’s writings in the book of Romans.  In Romans 11 Paul 
articulates what is often called “Olive Tree Theology.”  He 

states that Gentile 
Christian believers “have 
been grafted in among 
others and now share in 
the nourishing sap from 
the olive root… You do 
not support the root, but 
the root supports 
you” (Romans 11:17-18). 
Some argue that since 
Christians, by faith, have 
been grafted in to the Olive Tree of God’s covenant people, 
Israel, then it is only natural that we would want to feed off 
of the “nourishing sap” of our biblical roots which includes 
observance of the biblical holidays like Hanukkah. 
 
Of course, we don’t have to celebrate the biblical holidays to 
be Christian.  But I believe that we can have a deeper faith 
life if we let the “nourishing sap” of our biblical roots feed 
our faith. As folks grounded in both the Old and New 
Testaments, the story of Hanukkah is vital for Christianity, 
for if the Greeks had succeeded in erasing biblical faith and 
practice from Jewish life and culture, there might never have 
been a first Christmas to celebrate.  Mary, Joseph, the 
shepherds, and Jesus’ disciples, who became the Early 
Church, were all blessed to have grown up in a culture that 
still believed in the God of Israel thanks to the faith and 
victory of the Maccabees and the rededication of the Lord’s 
Temple 150 years before.  Basically, Hanukkah helped make 
Christmas possible.  That’s some “nourishing sap” for us to 
feed on during this Christmas season. 
 
Still, I find that the main reason I celebrate the eight nights 
of Hanukkah is that it does interrupt this busy Christmas 
season.  While the intent of Advent and Christmas is to 
celebrate the coming of the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the way we celebrate it in America these days with all of the 
shopping, decorating, planning and rehearsing often keeps us 
so busy that there is no time to focus on the real reason for 
the season.  By the time Christmas gets here, we’re almost 
glad it’s over! Yet, when Hanukkah comes, with its themes 
of cleansing and rededicating our lives to become living 
temples of the Lord, we are forced to slow down and ponder 
our relationship with our holy God who brings light to the 
world.  I treasure the eight nights that I can light candles on 
the menorah, give thanks for the biblical faith I have 
inherited, and rededicate myself as a living sanctuary for my 
God.  It’s an interruption that makes my Christmas 
celebration all the more meaningful. 
 
If you’d like to interrupt your busy holiday season with the 

“nourishing sap” of Hanukkah, then I invite you to read the 

short devotional book “Light in the Darkness: A Hanukkah 

Devotional for Jesus Followers” that I wrote back in 2015. It 

is available on Amazon.com and a copy or two may be 

floating around my office if you inquire.  May this humble 

work help feed your soul and give you and your family a 

spiritual blessing. 
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Current food needs for the 
Needville Food Pantry include: 
cooking oil    flour  sugar 
spam  corn meal ketchup 
mustard mayonnaise jelly 
fruit cups cookie mix    crackers   
Pop tarts  taco shells       
Brownie mix    

Annual Congregational Meeting 
to vote on the proposed 
2021 Ministry Budget 

 
Sunday, Dec. 13 after worship 

Wreaths Across America to be held Dec. 19 

Thanks to all who helped decorate the sanctuary on November 22. It takes 
many hands to decorate the church for Advent and Christmas.   
 
Lunch after worship was provided by Steven & Donna Britt and  
 
Taking down the greens will be January 10th after church.  
Lunch provided! 

Hanging 
of the 

Greens 
 

Our church’s sponsored Cub Scout Pack 129 will host  Wreaths Across 
America dedication ceremony on Saturday, December 19 at 12:00 pm at the 
Immanuel Evangelical Church Cemetery. 
 
At that time Christmas wreathes, donated by members of the congregation, 
will be placed on the graves of veterans who are buried in the cemetery.  
The Cub Scouts will then place wreathes at the city cemetery to honor vet-
erans buried there as well.  Church members who purchased wreathes in 
memory of family members buried in other area cemeteries, may pick up 
their wreathes at 12:00 pm  that day at the IEC Cemetery. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated  in donating 141 Christmas wreathes. 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU....... 

 
The Immanuel Brotherhood would like thank 
everyone for your outpouring of support on 
our successful Hamburger Luncheon last 
Sunday. We also graciously thank and appreciate the help from all 
the ladies in the Fellowship Committee. Looking forward to our 
next venture together. God Bless All !!!!! 

Brotherhood  

Thanks You!! 

Hanukkah devotional book for sale 

If you’d like to celebrate the biblical holiday of Hanukkah, the 8-night holiday is ob-
served from Thursday, Dec. 10 to Thursday, Dec. 17 this year. 
 
Copies of “Light in the Darkness: A Hanukkah Devotional For Jesus Followers”  the 
devotional book that Pastor Ron authored are available online at Amazon.com for 
$5.99 plus shipping. 
 
A limited number of copies of the book may also be purchased at the church office for 
$5.00. 

Lost 
 

 Hand held vacuum cleaner (along 
with the charging base) is missing 

from the cry room by the front door 
of the church.   

 
Please contact the church office or 

Sandra Zacek if you have any infor-
mation. 

All Saints Day,  
Honoring those who have gone Home before us. 

On Sunday, November 1 our church observed All Saints Day.  During worship we remembered the lives and faith of  
13 individuals who called Immanuel Evangelical Church their spiritual home.  Those who passed on to their heavenly 
home between All Saints Day 2019 and 2020 were: Dianna Altimore, Melvin Tielke, Eugene Arlitt,  Verda Blume, 
Clyde Raesner, Jay Mucha, Juanita Todd, Aline Lichnovsky, Viola Fuchs, Nancy Kuebler, Ron Maresh,  Frank Pryor, 
and Roy Hartfiel.  Family members and friends got to light candles of remembrance in their honor along with candles 
to remember other saints of our church family who have passed on through the years. 
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  News from the Lily Pad 
from the Lily Pad 

 

December 
Happy Birthday, Jesus! 

 
Due to COVID, we can not have our annual Field Trip to the SPJST Rest Home. We are so 

sad we will not be able to see the residents and help put a smile on their faces. 

Our Christmas program is going to be so much fun! The Students will be singing their songs 

and entertaining family and friends. 

To end the month, we will have our Christmas Party. Students will exchange gifts and enjoy 

a lunch all together. A fun way to end the year before Christmas break! 

As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full calendar of wonderful events! 

Thank You to our Board Members for always lending a helping and guiding hand as well as 

our Leap Frog Parents.  We would not be here without you all!  

Our December Memory Verse is:  
A Savior has been born to you.   Luke 2:1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leaping for Edu- cation Bound by 

Christ 
 

Our Thanksgiving Feast program/lunch was held Nov. 19.  We had so much fun! 
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IEC YOUTH 

On Saturday, November 7 the Christian Education 
Committee along with youth ministry volunteers 
and a hand full of elementary, junior high and sen-
ior youth helped cook and serve an Italian Dinner 
as a fundraiser to raise programming funds for our 
church’s youth ministry. 
 
The menu included chicken fettuccine alfredo, 
bread sticks, salads and dessert.  
 
Thanks to everyone who came out to purchase a to-
go meal.  The funds raised will help Pastor Sid pro-
vide programming funds for weekly youth ministry  
needs along with funds to help budget for youth 
retreats and trips this coming year. 

Italian Dinner raises funds for youth ministry 

 

Confirmation Class Caroling and  
Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 20 
 

5:00 pm meet at church to go Christmas caroling to older members of the 
church (Parent Drivers Needed!) 

 
6:30-8:00 pm  Supper and Christmas Party at  Pastor Ron & Deanna’s 

home  (3631 Beasley Ave. Needville) 

Children’s Epiphany 

Party 

Sunday, January 3 
6:30-8:00 pm 

Kids grades K - 5 invited! 
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Adult Bible Class 
9:00 am 

[in the Library] 

8-weeks exploring the 
geography of the Bible (in 
the Galilee region) and 
the Bible stories that hap-
pened there. 
 
Adults of all ages invited! 

Faith & The Arts 

Tuesdays - 6:30pm 
[in the Confirmation Room] 

Bible study and acrylic 
painting of the story of 
Elijah from 1 Kings. 
 
All ages and skill levels 
welcome to attend. 

Pastor Sid and the youth are very  
excited for this new season of  

fellowship, growth, and mission.   
 

6-12th grade and/or college-aged,  
you do not want to miss out on what God is doing in the 

youth department!   
 
 
 

Parents, if you would like to schedule a meeting with 
Pastor Sid,  

please feel free to call him in:  832-498-4279  
Learn more about opportunities to plug in! 

SUNDAY 

Children’s 

Epiphany 

Party 

Toy 
Drive 

 
We are seeking un-

wrapped toys $15.00 
value or less that will be given to kids of our church  

(K-Grade 5) during the  
Children’s Epiphany Party  

on Sunday, January 3 at 6:30 pm 
 

Deadline: Sunday, December 27  
Drop off at Church office. 

Children’s Christmas Play  
Practice Sundays, 9:00am  

5G may be the new technology every-
body wants for Christmas, but there are 

five Gs that should be a part of our 
Christmas festivities.  

These five Gs -  
gratitude, grace, glory, giving,  

and getting -  
remind us of the true story of  

Christmas, how  
Jesus came to save us from sin!  

Christmas Program December 20th 



DECEMBER 2020 
SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 
   Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30pm 
 
 
 
 
Faith & the Arts 
6:30 pm 

Children’s 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:45pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 

Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Christian Education 
Committee 
6:30pm 

Senior Lunch 
& Christmas 
Party  
11:30am 
 

Breakfast with 
Santa  
7:00am—1:00 
pm 
 
 
BBQ Area 
Use 

6 Second Sunday of 
Advent | St. 
Nicholas Day 

7 8 9 10   1st Night of 
Hanukkah 

11 12 

Adult SS / Children-
Youth Sunday School 
9am 
 
Family Worship/ 
10:15am 
 
Youth Gathering (6th 
grade - college aged) 
5:00-8:00pm 

Cub Scout 
Committee 
Mtg 
6:30pm 
 
 

Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Fellowship Comm 
2:00 pm 
 
Faith & the Arts 
6:30 pm 
 
Leaps & Bounds 
Board Mtg 
7pm 

Food Pantry  
9:30-12:00pm 
 
Children’s 
Fellowship 
4:00-5:45pm 
 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 
 

Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
 
Cub Scouts 
6:30-7:30pm 
 
Consistory 
7:00pm 

Senior Lunch 
11:30am 

 

13   Third Sunday of 
Advent 

14 15 16 17   Last Night of 
Hanukkah 

18 19 

Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School    9am 
 

Family Worship 
10:15am 
 

Fellowship Hall 
Rental 12:00-4:00pm 
 

Youth Gathering  
(6th grade - college 
aged) 
5:00-8:00pm 

 Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Leaps & Bounds 
Christmas  
Program 6:00pm 
 
Brotherhood 
6:30 pm 

 
Youth Fellowship 
600-8:00pm 
 
Confirmation Class 
7:00-8:00pm 
 
 

Leaps & Bounds 
8:30-2:30pm 
 
Worship & 
Evangelism 
6:30 pm 
 

 Senior Lunch 
11:30am 
 
 
 
Women’s 
Guild  
Christmas 
Party 
1:00 pm 

 Fellowship 
Hall Use 
 
NMA Food & 
Toy Distribution 
(Grace 
Community 
Church) 
 
Cub Scouts -  
Wreaths Across 
America @ IEC 
Cemetery 
12:00 pm 

20  Fourth Sunday 
of Advent   

21 22 23 24  
Christmas Eve 

25       
Christmas Day 

26 

Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School  9am 
 

Children’s 
Christmas Program 
during Worship 
10:15am 
 
Confirmation Class 
Caroling & Christmas 
Party 
5:00-8:00pm 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food Pantry  
9:30-12:00pm 
 
 

Candlelight service 
Live Nativity  
6:00pm 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy 
Birthday,  
Jesus!! 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

27     28 29 30 31    

Adult SS / Children-
Sunday School 9am 
 
Worship/ Favorite 
Christmas Carols 
ABCelebration/Perfect 
Attendance 
10:15am 

        

Pastor Ron on vacation 

Pastor Ron on vacation December  25 to January 1 
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1 Jay & Faith Finley 
 
2  John & Lindsey Salazar 
 Greg & Janet Raesner 
 
3 Darrell & Sandra Weidemann 
 
5 Michael & Stephanie Poe 
 
8 Corey & Angelina Kelly 
 
10 Brent & Leslie Wuthrich 
 
13 Bobby & Margaret Kunz 
 
18 Marc & Karen Gadway 
  
19 Bubba & Jo Ann Morton 
  
28 Dale & Nancy Urbanek 
 
29 Wade & Jessica Griffith 

DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 
 
1   Keylan Poe 
   
2 Kace Klemstein 
  
3 Jeffrey Chapman 
  
4 Reid Hedt 
 
5 Carol Bosse 
  
6 Erna Thielemann 
 Lauren Bosse 
 
7 Glenn Schroeder, Sr. 
 John Bosse 
 Brody Wleczyk 
 
8 Brian Zwahr 
  
9 Michael Richter 
  
10  Kelton Poe 
 
11  Bobby Zwahr, Sr. 
 
12 Rev Ron Shifley 
 
14 Whitney Chumchal 
 
15 Randal McGuire 

 
  
 
 
 

18 Crystal Smith 
 Sharon Roberson 
 
19 Gloria Wood 
 Jay Finley 
 
20 Alyssa Casassa 
  
21 Kelsey Chumchal 
 
23 Cody Mach 
  
25  Delbert Wendt 
 Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
26 Brett Legendr  
 
28  Harper Goodbread 
 Kody Klemstein 
  
30 Alli Eversole 
 Roland Conrad 
 Zachary Kostelnik 
 Wayne Ley  
 
31 Tommy Wendt 

 

PRAYER LIST 
P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens! 

 Richard Zwahr Family 
Gary Allred 

Marguerite Burlingame 
Rodney Elster 

Shirley Steffen Horak 
Shirley Kosnei 
Sandra Meugge 
Andrew Moses 

Bud and Shirley Nordt 
Mark Paweleck 
Peggy Raesner 

John Spears 
Olivia Tiemann 

Erna Thielemann 
Lloyd Tucker 
 Janice Pryor 

Mary Zwahr 
Pastor Sid Mitra 

W. Lee  “Dub” & Barbara Schmidt 
Sharon Hedt 

Raymond Freund 
Dena Dick 
Donna Britt 

Dick Burlingame 

We’d like to thank, Danny Zwahr (for allowing us the use of 
his grader), Marvin Zatopek (for his driving skills with the 
grader in the preparation of the road), Randall McGuire (for 
his hauling in of all the road ash at a discounted price), W. 
Lee Hedt (for using his tractor to finish the leveling of the 
road ash), Brian Zwahr (for spraying the fence line to kill 
trees and poison ivy in the fence).  If you haven’t been to our 
church cemetery lately, please take the two mile drive South 
down FM 1236 towards four corners and the cemetery will 
be to the left.  
  

We’d also like to thank those responsible for donating money 
towards the cemetery fund which allows us to do these kinds 
of upgrades. The cemetery doesn’t receive any money from 
the church and must rely on the sale of gravesites and dona-
tions to keep it mowed and looking good.   
  

Mary and I work hard at the cemetery to make it appear as 
nice as we can, and consider it an honor to be trusted with 
such a task. We’d also like to thank all the members of the 
cemetery committee and let you know who they are: Bill 
March, W. Lee Hedt, Mary Zwahr & Bobby Zwahr.  
THANK YOU BOBBY AND MARY ZWAHR for your 
hard work and commitment to God’s service! 

Congratulations!! 
 

Jacob Jablonski 
and 

Ashley Schultz 
 

United in the covenant  
of marriage!  

 

11/14/2020 

God’s Blessings to you! 
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