September 2020

Rally Day Set for September 13!!
Come join us on Sept 13th to celebrate Sunday School
Classes for all ages starting back up. Lunch will be provided after worship service as we rally back to Sunday
School!!!
Classes start at 9 am.
Kindergarten & 2nd graders will be receiving Bibles.

Brotherhood is making BBQ. Education Committee and
Fellowship Committee are providing beans, buttered potatoes, and salad. Tentatively a concert that will be held after the meal.

2020 OPEN MARKETPLACE
rd

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11

Plans for Immanuel’s 23 Open Marketplace (OMP) have begun. With COVID-19 still an issue, the event will take
on a new format. There will be a drive-thru meal (turkey and dressing from Ben’s Chuckwagon) at the church. Cost
for the meal ticket will be $10.00.
No live auction will be held, so the focus for revenue will be on the sales of raffle tickets. Raffle items need to be
confirmed ASAP – deadline is August 5th. Cost of raffle tickets will be $5.00 each or a book of 5 for $20.00.
Please call Sandra Zacek at 281-785-4297 or Corlis Delling at 713-553-7893 if you would like to donate an item.
At this time, there are no plans in place for a silent auction, desserts, pastry booth, garden spot, or youth activities.
This will be re-evaluated closer to the date.
Thank you all for your understanding and prayers during this time. No doubt, the folks of Immanuel will once again
make the OMP annual event a success.
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Do You Treasure the Bible?

One of Andrew Moses’ (our church organist) new favorite
hymns in the Praise Hymnal is the song “Ancient
Words.” [It is located on page #178] I like this song too. In
very simple words this praise song shares the deep mystery
of how the words of the Bible have been passed down to our
generation from the original inspired authors some 2,000 to
3,000 years ago.
The song begins, “Holy words long preserved for our walk
in this world; they resound with God’s own heart, O let the
ancient words impart.” The second verse deepens the
meaning when it states, “Holy words of our faith handed
down to this age, Came to us through sacrifice; O, heed the
faithful words of Christ…”
When you think about it, the Bible is literally a miracle.
Written down in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, the Bible
shares the sacred story of a covenant people in their walk
with the living God. This collection of little books contains
history, laws, poetry, prophecy, biography, and a collection
of personal letters (called epistles).
The Apostle Paul makes the claim in 2 Timothy 3:16 that
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” We as
a contemporary, evangelical church in the year of our Lord
2020 look to the Scriptures, the Bible, as the final authority
for preaching, teaching and living out our faith in this day
and age. We have copies of the Bible everywhere, here at
the church, located in the sanctuary and in all of our
classrooms. Many don’t carry a Bible to church because
they know that there are plentiful copies already here.
At home, most of us also have a printed copy or two lying
around. Many others have a digital copy of God’s Word
easily accessible. Some are located as an app on our iPhones
or iPads. Others are copies we read online. The truth is,
with the Bible annually being the most popular book for sale
across the USA, we take for granted that it has been and will
always be here.
Yet, this has not always been the case. In the Qumran
community by the Dead Sea in the Holy Land, 2,000 years
ago, people of faith, fearing being slaughtered by conquering
Roman armies, hid their copies of the Scripture in clay jars
in caves lest they be destroyed by the Romans. These men
and women of faith weren’t as certain that God’s Word
would survive the ravages of war. Just as they feared, their
community was wiped out. [Here’s where the miracle sets
in.] Those hidden copies of God’s Word were not destroyed.
Around 1948 they were rediscovered. Known as the Dead
Sea Scrolls, they are the oldest collection of Old Testament
Scripture to be unearthed, and they help Bible scholars
declare the accuracy of other translations and copies of the
Bible that had been passed down through the generations.

These other copies of Scripture also faced challenging
circumstances. About 150 years before the birth of Christ,

God’s Word was made
illegal by Greek occupiers
of the Holy Land. 1
Maccabees 1:56-57
describes the plight.
“When they found the Law
scrolls, they tore them to
pieces and burned them.
If anyone was caught in
possession of a copy of the
covenant scroll or if
anyone kept to the Law, that person was condemned to death
by royal decree.” Thank God not all of the copies of
Scripture were confiscated and destroyed by the Greeks, or
we might have lost the Old Testament entirely. Faithful
believers risked life and limb to make sure that God’s Word
would not be lost forever.
When we read the New Testament, we think of the books as
being a sustained collection. Yet, in the first century A.D.,
the Gospels and letters of the Apostles, were a new thing,
that was passed around the Early Church sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Peter writes, in 2 Peter
3:15, “Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means
salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with
the wisdom that God gave him.” For Peter and his audience
in the Early Church, the writings of the Apostles were fresh
and new. There was only one copy of each letter at the time
that they were first written. Imagine that! Just one copy! It
was faithful members of the Early Church who collected
those letters, copied them down, and shared them with other
sister churches that helped spread the Word of God around
the world. These copies of New Testament writings also
were protected through the years as the Early Church faced
immense persecution from the Roman Empire and beyond.
There were many times when the “faithful words of Christ”
might have been lost or destroyed, but they weren’t.
As you can see, there were times when the Bible survived
uncertain days. The Bible truly is a collection of “Holy
words of our faith handed down to this age, Came to us
through sacrifice…” Between the courageous faith of
individuals and communities who wrote down and preserved
God’s Word at high cost, and the divine hand of God
protecting His Word and his Church during times of
immense persecution, the Bible was passed down to our
generation. It is an heirloom of faith that should be treasured
for all it has endured. It is also God’s living Word, that
should be read, listened to, and practiced in life and faith
today.
And so, the next time you pick up a copy of the Bible, give
thanks to God for the authors He inspired to write its sacred
text. Thank God also for the courageous men and women of
faith who risked everything to make sure the Bible was
protected, copied, translated and handed down from
generation to generation. When we think of everything the
Bible went through to reach our hands, we should marvel at
the miracle we are holding and reading.
Page 2

PRAYER LIST
P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens!
Marguerite Burlingame
Shirley Steffen Horak
Frank Pryor Family
Debbie Palmer & Family
John Spears
Olivia Tiemann
Adriane Gray
Gary Allred
Maureen Lewis

Family of Ronnie Maresh
Lynn Roesler
Mark Paweleck
Ricky Zwhar
Family of Dick Yelle
Police & Emergency Responders
Our shut-ins in the nursing home
Folks down sick with coronavirus

Folks who have lost loved ones to the
coronavirus
Texas and U.S. economy and those
who have lost their jobs due to the
pandemic lockdown
Our Governor and President
Cities plagued by violent protests

NEW & UPDATED PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES
It is an honor and privilege to pray for the needs of those on our prayer list. However, in response to concerns expressed about the length and timeliness of
our congregation's prayer list, the following guidelines were developed by the Consistory. Prayer requests can be made by calling or coming by the church
office during regular business hours (9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays). Prayer requests can also be submitted on Sunday mornings on a
completed prayer list request form to be announced during the weekly worship service. To respect each person's privacy, if you are adding someone other
than yourself to the prayer list, please receive their permission in advance. Not everyone wants their name announced, and we must respect the personal
wishes of each individual. Prayer requests will be listed for a maximum of six weeks. If prayer is still needed and wanted, the name may be resubmitted to
the church office for another six weeks. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. We look forward to sharing in both your concerns and your joys!

Update from Streethearts of
Haiti our partner mission

MISSION OUTREACH NEWS

Each month, the Mission Outreach Committee makes a
recommendation to the consistory as to where money
should be sent for Immanuel’s mission contribution. The
list below will bring you up-to-date on which organizations received $500 each.
March ------- CROP Walk
April --------- Robin’s Nest Jamaica
May --------- Voice of the Martrys
June --------- NMA Backpacks (or Christmas Distribution)
July ---------- Evangelical Association
August/Sept— The Lion of Judah Academy
Allocated funds for these contributions come from the
2020 “Wider Mission Money Envelope Challenge”. A
BIG THANK YOU to all those who filled the envelopes
– all were taken and with the exception of one, all were
returned.

We would like to introduce you to our Director, Operations Denis Etienne. Denis has been with Streethearts for 3 years
and has been instrumental in building the organization and
making strategic decisions to help improve operations. Denis is
a passionate evangelist. He firmly believes in serving those
less fortunate and enjoys helping his community and sharing
the good news of the Bible. His message to others is one of
hope and salvation. He is married and has a 9 month old son.
Please lift up uf Denis Etienne and the Streethearts ministry in
your prayers. Streethearts is one of the ongoing global missions that our church helps support. To learn more go online
to www.streetheartshaiti.org.
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Current food needs for the Needville Food Pantry include:
*Dry/Powdered milk
Stove Top Stuffing Mix
*Span
Dry Beans
*Vienna Sausages
Spaghetti/Spaghetti Sauce
*Hamburger Helper
Jello
Canned Spaghetti O's
Crackers
Cake mix/icing
*DENOTES IMMEDIATE NEED

COVID-19 impacts Children’s Sunday School return
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic and how anxiety from it
may cause uncertainty in enrollment in Children’s Sunday
School this fall, the leadership of the Christian Education
Committee has decided not to waste a bunch of money purchasing the Fall Quarter of our traditional David C. Cook curriculum that may go unused. Instead, the Christian Education
Committee is looking at switching to Workshop Rotation
Sunday School for the Fall Quarter (September, October and
November) when classes resume September 13.
Workshop Rotation Sunday School is an innovative and flexible approach to teaching Bible stories to kids and youth in
which kids learn one Bible story a month, but in different
ways through various “workshops” or “learning centers” that
rotate each week over a month of Sundays. Some of the possible “workshops” or “learning centers” include Bible Video
Cinema, Arts, Computer Bible Lab, Bible Games, Drama,
and Eat Your Way Through the Bible.
Teachers will commit to teaching one “workshop” or
“learning center” each month and repeat that lesson for each
class that rotates through the 4-week period. By the time the
month is over, students have experienced the Bible story in a
number of ways which helps them retain the concepts of the
story better.
Pastor Ron and Deanna are no strangers to Rotation Model
Sunday School as they have helped former churches in Ohio
and South Dakota to teach children's Sunday School using
this model. Pastor Ron has also authored lesson plans for stories like,

Moses parting the Red Sea, Gideon, King Solomon, and 1
Maccabees that are published on www.rotation.org, the official
website of Workshop Rotation Sunday School.
After going through the 3 months of Fall Quarter, the Christian
Education Committee will decide whether to continue with
Workshop Rotation curriculum or return to David C. Cook depending on student responses and COVID-19 enrollment.

Our church to join National
Day of Prayer & Repentance
in Washington D.C. Sept. 26
Given all of the anxiety caused by the pandemic, civil and racial unrest, and the 2020 Presidential Election, religious leaders from around the country, including Johnathan Cahn, Dr.
James Dobson, Ann Graham Lotz, and Bishop Harry Jackson,
are calling all Christians and churches to join together in a National Day of Prayer & Repentance on Saturday, September 26.

National Day of Prayer & Repentance
Saturday, September 26
Simulcast to be shown here at IEC
6:00-9:00 pm

There will be a national assembly of prayer and worship in
Washington D.C. to pray for healing of our nation. Here in
Needville, we are invited to join that assembly through a live
simulcast that will be broadcast right here in our church’s sanctuary from 6:00-9:00 pm. You and your family are invited to
join in this time of worship and prayer.
A call to 10 days of prayer and repentance will be held on Friday, Sept. 18 at 7:00 here at the church coinciding with the
Feast of Trumpets. More info will be shared via Facebook,
email and weekly church bulletins and announcements.
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News from the Lily Pad
September, Welcome Back!
Its been a crazy few months and we are all ready to get back
to normal routine!
We are so excited to start a new school year!
Meet The Teacher is September 1st, at 6:00pm for the 2 & 3 Year Old Class
followed by the Pre-K at 6:30pm.
Hopefully seeing your classroom and new teacher will help with the first day jitters.
First Day of school is September 8th!
We cant wait to see new faces and our old friends to make it the best year yet!
National Teddy Bear Day is this month, we will celebrate it September 10th.
Students love getting to bring their favorite teddy bear to school.
Johnny Appleseed Day is special to us, this is where our lunchtime prayer comes from.
On the 24th we will enjoy a apple snack and learn all about Johnny Appleseed.
We wrap up the month with Western Day!
Can’t wait to see all our cowboys and cowgirls dressed in all their western clothes!
We are so thankful for all of the awesome donations for our program!
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full calendar of wonderful events!
Thank You to our Board Members for always lending a helping and guiding hand as well as
our Leap Frog Parents, we would not be here without you all!
Our September Memory Verse is:

God has great plans for you. Jeremiah 21:11

Leaping for Education—Bound by Christ

Become a Lily Pad
Love Offering Sponsor Today
Through the school year, we have crafts and
activities that require extra cost. Due to the low enrollment from Covid-19 fears, we are in need of offerings
to help cover these costs.
Leaps & Bounds start on Tuesday, September 8th.
(Please denote this designation on your check or envelope).
The students and staff
THANK YOU!!
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Children’s
Rotation Sunday
School
Starts Sunday September 13
9:00 am
September Bible Story - Gideon
Teens join in on a game of volleyball during the
first Sunday night youth meeting on August 9.

Adult Bible Class
Starts Sunday September 13
9:00 am
[in the Library]

8-weeks exploring the
geography of the Bible (in
the Galilee region)and the
Bible stories that happened there.
Adults of all ages invited!

Annika Mitra leads teens and young adults in a
time of worship during the Hurricane Hangout
on August 26.

Confirmation Classes to Begin September 2
Confirmation Classes will begin for the 2020-2021 school year on Wednesday, September 2 from 6:00-8:00 pm as a special start
up. Weekly classes will be held on on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:00 with Youth Fellowship time with Pastor Sid from 6:00-7:00
pm.
Starting this year, Confirmation will become a 2-year program. Teens from 7th & 8th grades are asked to attend. Why? Pastor
Ron discovered that teens didn’t have a firm grip on the stories of the Bible and how to maneuver through the Bible to locate
Scripture passages. With the extra year, confirmands should gain a better grasp of the Bible and how to use it.
Pastor Ron will be teaching Year II (Church History, Heidelberg Catechism, etc.) on Wednesday nights for both classes. This
year’s 8th graders will be instructed on Year I (Survey of the Bible) Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.
The 7th grade class will be taught Year I (Survey of the Bible) next year as 8th graders along with the incoming 7th grade class.
Classes on Wednesdays will then rotate annually between Year I and Year II curriculum.
The Rite of Confirmation will be observed on Sunday, May 23, 2021 (Pentecost Sunday). That Sunday will also feature Confirmation Jeopardy which will be the final exam for the 8th grade class.
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Pastor Sid and the youth are very
excited for this new season of
fellowship, growth, and mission.
6-12th grade and/or college-aged,
you do not want to miss out on what
God is doing in the youth department!
Soft Launch: Sunday, August 30th, 5-8pm
Official Launch: Sunday, September 6th, 5-8pm

Come dream and prep for the school
year!

Parents, if you would like to schedule a meeting with
Pastor Sid,
please feel free to call him.

Contact Pastor Sid at 832-498-4279
to learn more about
opportunities to plug in!

COLLEGE & CAREER

WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP
WEEKLY COLLEGE AND CAREER MEET

Ages 18 and up
Call / Text
Pastor Sid
to get plugged in
832-498-4279
or
call 979-793-6283
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September 2020
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

1

2

3

4

World Day of Prayer
For God’s Creation

Crop Walk Mtg @ St.
John’s
10:00am

Meet the Teacher
2&3 year old
6:00 pm
Pre-K
6:30pm

Senior Lunch
11:30am

Confirmation Class
6:00-8:00pm

SAT

FRI
5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Family Worship/
Communion
FB Live
10:15am

Worship &
Evangelism 7p

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Food Pantry
9:30-12:00pm

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Senior Lunch
11:30am

**
Griffith
Wedding
4:00pm

18 Feast of the
Trumpets
Senior Lunch
11:30am

19

Confirmation Class
7:00-8:00pm

Youth Gathering (6th
grade - college aged)
OFFICIAL LAUNCH
13 RALLY DAY

Teen/College Team
Building Night
7:00-8:30pm
14

Adult SS / ChildrenYouth Fellowship 9am

Consistory
7:00pm

15

16

17

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Children’s Fellowship
4:15-5:45pm

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Confirmation Class
7:00-8:00pm

Family Worship
FB Live
10:15am

Women’s
Guild 1:00pm

Teen/College Team
Building Night
7:00-8:30pm

Call to Prayer
Service
7:00pm

Youth Gathering (6th
grade - college aged)
5:00-8:00pm
20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Adult SS / ChildrenYouth Fellowship 9am

Brotherhood
6:30pm

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Food Pantry
9:30-12:00pm

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Senior Lunch
11:30am

NMA Meeting
12:30pm

Children’s Fellowship
4:15-5:45pm

Host Simulcast
National Day of
Prayer &
Repentance

Family Worship
10:15am

6:00 pm

Confirmation Class
7:00-8:00pm

Youth Gathering (6th
grade - college aged)
5:00-8:00pm

Teen/College Team
Building Night
7:00-8:30pm

27

28

29

30

Adult SS / ChildrenYouth Fellowship 9am

Prayer
7:00pm

Leaps &
Bounds
8:30-2:30pm

Food Pantry
9:30-12:00pm

Schedule for Wednesday night Classes

Worship/
ABCelebration/Perfect
Attendance
10:15am

Children’s Fellowship
4:15-5:45pm

September 2
September 9
September 16

Youth Gathering (6th
grade - college aged)
5:00-8:00pm

Teen/College Team
Building Night
7:00-8:30pm

Confirmation Class Begins
Youth Group Begins
Children’s Fellowship Begins

Confirmation Class
7:00-8:00pm
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** Fellowship Hall Rented

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

1 Gina Weidemann
3 Carl McClellan
5 Melissa Kostelnik
Kyle Dunk
6 Ava Casassa
7 Bobby Zwahr, Jr.
W. Lee Schmidt
8 Elizabeth Eversole
Shelly Schmidt
Chase Miller
9 Vida Arlitt
Madelynn Morton
11 Dana Morton
12 Addie Richter
Corley Salazar

1

KEITH & MELISSA KOSTELNIK

5

W. LEE & SHARON HEDT

18 Donna Britt

7

RODNEY & SHEILA ELSTER

19 Jarrod Stasney

15 REV. RON & DEANNA SHIFLEY

20 Clifton Holik
Colt Klemstein

18

RICHARD & SANDRA OBERRENDER

21 Evelyn Schmidt

21

DAVID & DENA DICK

22 Erwin Lingnau
Sandra Oberrender

22

ERWIN & YVONNE LINGNAU

28

JEFFERY & GINA WEIDEMANN

Alexis Zwahr
Cade Macik

23 Casey Chapman
24 Connie Gorka
Justin Pineda

13 Charlie Griffith

25 Caroline Macik
Norma Freund

14 Kelli Horak
Ike Fredrickson

26 Carolyn Conrad

15 Tate Richter

27 Kevon Fuchs
Aubrey Chumchal

16 Becky Ley
Jason Fuchs

30 Cynthia Chumchal

If you see any information that is incorrect, please
let me know. Information from Membership Forms
is being used to update Birthdays & Anniversaries.
Please report any errors or omissions to Debbie @
979-793-6125 or office@iecneedville.org. I will
make sure they are corrected for next time.
Membership forms are available in the information
center by the church office.

CONGRATULATIONS!!

17 Brandi Schwaiger
Janet Raesner

With Love and Sympathy
Ronnie Maresh went to be with the Lord
on August 15, 2020. Please be in prayer
for his wife, Dorothy, and their family.
The funeral mass was held on Friday, August 28, 2020 at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Richmond. Burial followed at
Greenlawn Memorial Park in Rosenberg
with the funeral dinner held here at Immanuel.

Frank Pryor went home to be with the
Lord on August 27, 2020 after a courageous fight with cancer.
His funeral is scheduled for Monday, August 31 at 10:30 am here at the church.
Please lift up Frank’s wife, Janice, and
their family in your prayers during this
time of mourning.
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Celebrating the Covenant of Marriage with
Blake & Samantha Gerken on August 8, 2020.
Officiated by Pastor Ron.

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL CHURCH

979-793-6125 E-mail address—office@iecneedville.org
P.O. BOX 505
9018 CHURCH STREET
NEEDVILLE, TEXAS 77461-0505
www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org
Find us on Facebook @ Immanuel Evangelical Church Needville Texas

