March 2020
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
JESUS B4
Brotherhood Sunday Stew Luncheon
OUTREACH CAMPAIGN
March 15
After feeding your faith and soul
on March 15th, let the Brotherhood feed you and your family
with a tasty home cooked stew
lunch after church service. There
will be a “love gift” donation
basket in place, so let your heart
and hunger pains lead you so that
the Brotherhood may continue to
serve the flock and community. Your gracious blessing upon us are
deeply and passionately appreciated. All we ask of the congregation
is to please bring a dessert and come hungry. Hope to see you there!
Worship & Evangelism Committee is sponsoring the
Jesus B4 Outreach Campaign. What is Jesus B4?

Inter-Parish Lenten Services
Thursday Evenings 7:00pm

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26
April 02

Immanuel Evangelical Church
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church
Immanuel Evangelical Church
St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church
Immanuel Evangelical Church

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 09 7PM

HOLY WEEK

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH –6 pm Traditional service @ St. Paul’s
8 pm Good Friday Drama @ IEC
EASTER– COMMUNITY SUNRISE SERVICE 6:30 AM

Our lives are so busy… work, sports, hobbies, video
games, shopping… the list goes on and on. Have we let
these “things” come before Jesus? Let’s get the word
out… JESUS B4 (everything)!!!
A preview of the campaign will be Sunday, March 29th.
Can you help this MOST worthy cause?
We need 600 - 16oz water bottles. We will label the water bottles on April 15th at our Jesus B4 Water Bottle Labeling Party! Then, on April 18th, we will pass these out
at the community parade where we will have a float.
In addition to the water bottles, we are going to have yard
signs exclaiming JESUS B4. There will also be a community event in May.

Let’s get excited about JESUS B4!
NEW IEC OFFICE EMAIL:
office@iecneedville.org
Bear with us as we get it changed over and make everyone aware.

******************************************************************************************************************

Rev. Ron Shifley
Senior Pastor
Office 979-793-6282
Pastoral Emergencies
Home 979-652-4174
Cell 419-905-9844
Rev. George R. Kuebler
Pastor Emeritus

Deanna Shifley
Interim Youth Coordinator
Office 979-793-6283
Cell 567-242-4490
Samantha Sebesta
Leaps & Bounds Director
Office 979-553-3357

Andrew Moses
Organist

Debbie Palmer
Church Office Manager
Church Office 979-793-6125
Fax Number 979-793-6199
Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 2:30 pm

Pastor’s Article March
2020 – “Blessings of
the Lenten Journey”
Whether you realize it
or not we are in the
season
of
Lent.
Oftentimes we think of
Lent as the time when
we eat fish on Fridays,
or have to give up something we like to eat or do as a
token spiritual fast. It’s when Easter candy displays
take prominence at the grocery stores, and when
florists begin to push Spring flowers like hyacinths,
tulips and Easter lilies as a must need for every home.
Yet Lent means much more than eating fish, or
buying chocolate Easter bunnies and Spring flowers.
Lent is a 40 day season within the Christian calendar
year that recalls the 40 days that Jesus fasted and was
tempted by Satan in the wilderness. It is also a
season that prepares believers for the remembrance of
Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday/
Passover, and Good Friday) and the celebration of
Easter. In my own faith walk, I have found that the
Lenten season is an important time to grow in one’s
faith.
First of all Lent makes us focus of what’s at the heart
of Christianity. The foundation of the Gospel
message is that Jesus Christ died for the sins of the
world on the cross of Calvary and rose again from the
dead on the third day. From the Apostle Peter’s first
sermon on Pentecost Sunday to the writings of the
Apostle Paul to the Early Church, this was and
continues to be the core of the Church’s teaching and
preaching ministry. The six weeks of Lent offers
Christian believers the chance to refocus on what has
always been the central tenets of the Christian faith.
Because Lent is a season that focuses on Christ’s
death and resurrection, it’s a great time to engage in
Bible study on the events leading up to Jesus’
crucifixion and what his death on the cross really
means. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John each give significant detail on Jesus’ final week
(from his triumphal entry into Jerusalem to his
betrayal, trial, death, burial and resurrection.) Each
year I like to pick one of the Gospel narratives and
slowly read through its recounting of those last days
as part of my Lenten devotion. Spending time
reading and studying the Passion narratives helps one
appreciate Christ’s sacrificial love even more.
Thirdly, celebrating the Lenten season means you get
to sing great hymns and songs of faith. While there

are favorite hymns sung all year round, hymns like
“The Old Rugged Cross,” “When I Survey the
Wondrous Cross,” and “Power in the Blood” take on
more significance when you sing them during the
Lenten season. If your prefer more contemporary
hymnody, praise songs like “The Wonderful Cross,”
“Amazing Love,” “Here I Am to Worship” and
“Grace Flows Down” can fill your soul with a
wonder of God’s love as you contemplate the
meaning of Christ’s death during the Lenten season.
While giving up something for Lent may be a custom
of many Christians during Lent, I find that it’s more
meaningful to add something extra to my life during
Lent. That something extra is special Lenten worship
services. Many churches offer a second Lenten
worship experience either on Sunday, Wednesday or
Thursday evenings to help deepen one’s faith and
relationship with God. As a kid my home church
participated in Sunday evening community (interparish) Lenten services. It’s when all the churches in
town got together for combined worship services.
Pastors swapped pulpits and choirs sang in each
other’s churches. It was fun worshipping at a
different church each Sunday night as members of all
the area churches joined together for a time of
remembering that Jesus died for all of our sins. I was
greatly impacted by seeing the Body of Christ as
being bigger than the church that I attended and
realizing that I had sisters and brothers who were
Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, Reformed, Pentecostal,
etc. who loved Jesus as much as I do. I am thankful
that this year our church will be joining with St.
Paul’s Presbyterian Church on Thursday evenings at
7:00 pm to journey through Lent together. I hope
you make the time to worship and fellowship with
other believers from the Needville community. It
makes Jesus’ death on the cross much more
profound!
I’ve only scratched the surface of the ways that you
can have a soul refreshing experience during the
season of Lent. The most important thing is that
observing the 40 days helps prepare your mind, body
and soul for the transformative events that we
celebrate on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. If you
observe the Lenten season by adding extra Bible
study or attending weekly Lenten worship services,
you will find that Holy Week and Easter are more
meaningful. I pray that you find the right Lenten
observance to deepen your faith and love for Jesus
during these next 40 days. Amen.
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Put on your walking shoes and join us on April 4 at Seabourne Creek Nature Park, 3931 Hwy 36 in Rosenberg.
Registration begins at 7:30 am and the walk begins at
8:00 am. 25% of the money raised will be used to support the Needville Food Pantry and Helping Hands Food
Pantry in Richmond. The other 75% is used by Church World Service to help fight global hunger in over 45 countries worldwide. All participants taking part in the West Fort Bend County
CROP Hunger Walk are asked to bring three (3) canned food items or personal hygiene items
that can immediately be used to assist area families in need. Envelopes for walkers are at each
entrance of the sanctuary or to donate see Debby Wendt or Pastor Ron. Go to this website to
donate online: www.crophungerwalk.org/rosenbergtx/ImmanuelEvangelicalChurch

################################################################################################################

ANNUAL BROTHERHOOD EASTER BBQ SALE

Let the Brotherhood cook your Easter BBQ meat. In the past we have cooked and sold briskets
and sausage and last year, we tried pork ribs and sausage. This year, we are cooking whole beef
shoulder and selling it by the pound. There will be less fat-waste than with a brisket, AND you
can buy any amount from 1 pound to 100 pounds! We will also be selling the sausage made by
Cernoch’s.
Pickup time will be Saturday, April 11 from 11 am ‘til 1:30 pm.
Prices:
Bar BQ Beef Shoulder Link of Cernoch’s Sausage -

$15 per pound
$8 per link

Use the order form and turn in by April 5th to the church office or to a Brotherhood member.

——————————————————————————————————————ORDER FORM
Name: ________________________ Phone number: ______________________
Order Info:
___ pounds BBQ Beef Shoulder ($15 per pound)
____ links of Sausage ($ per link)
Turn orders into the Church Office or to a Brotherhood member.
Pick Up Time: April 11, 11 am - 1:30 pm
Make checks payable to Immanuel Brotherhood or IEC Brotherhood
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PRAYER LIST
P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens!
Ginger Morris Bucklaew
Gregg Garlough
Dorothy Kelly
Wilburn Kramer
Maureen Lewis

LeeAnn Mueck
Jerry Northcutt
Vincent Wayne Periscono
Frank Pryor
Clyde Raesner

Danny Skotnik
Lee Wenzel
Dick Yelle
Family of Verda Blome

NEW & UPDATED PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES
It is an honor and privilege to pray for the needs of those on our prayer list. However, in response to concerns expressed about the length and timeliness of
our congregation's prayer list, the following guidelines were developed by the Consistory. Prayer requests can be made by calling or coming by the church
office during regular business hours (9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays). Prayer requests can also be submitted on Sunday mornings on a
completed prayer list request form to be announced during the weekly worship service. To respect each person's privacy, if you are adding someone other
than yourself to the prayer list, please receive their permission in advance. Not everyone wants their name announced, and we must respect the personal
wishes of each individual. Prayer requests will be listed for a maximum of six weeks. If prayer is still needed and wanted, the name may be resubmitted to
the church office for another six weeks. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. We look forward to sharing in both your concerns and your joys!

IMMANUEL WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING
The monthly meeting of the Women’s Guild was held on Friday, February 21, 2020 with 14 members and Pastor Ron in
attendance. Pamela Klawitter shared some family history showing how her family was deeply rooted in Immanuel.
President, Karen Zurek, called the meeting to order, followed by the reading of the minutes and review of the Treasurer’s
report. Thank you’s were extended to those who baked Valentine’s cookies for the nursing facilities and to Corlis Delling for
delivering them. The Guild will show appreciation to NISD teachers and staff on March 17th by baking and delivering cookies
to each campus.
The Guild financial information was audited and all was found to be in order. A Guild fundraiser for the upcoming mission trip
was approved. This will consist of a “Dessert of the Month” raffle where the winner will be the recipient of one dessert each
month for 12 months made by a Guild member. Details are being worked out and the drawing is scheduled for May 3rd.
Prayer concerns were shared and birthdays were recognized.
Submitted by Sandra Zacek

Needville American Legion

Faith & Films Movie Night

Annual Fundraiser Dinner

March 8th, 6:00pm

ONE NIGHT WITH THE
KING

Sunday, March 15th, 11:00-1:00
$10.00 per plate—drive-thru only—9724 Gene St.

Born of slaves, a young Jewish
woman named Hadassah becomes part of the harem of powerful King Xerxes. Simultaneously, a close adviser to the king
hatches a plan to exterminate the
Jews. Hadassah, now called
Queen Esther, must find the
courage to step forward and save
her people from annihilation.

Chicken Fried Steak & fixings
Catered by Schultz BBQ

See Raymond Schmidt for tickets
The church grounds are looking great and getting ready for
Spring.

Meet our new 2020 Consistory Officers:

Trees are being trimmed
President - Dr. John Stern
around the church. It’s looking
great, but comes with a price of Vice President - Keith Kostelnik
$2700. Any donations to help
defray this cost would be great- Secretary - Dale Urbanek
ly appreciated.
Treasurer - Shirley Hlavaty
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News from the Lily Pad
March, Let Spring Begin
Dr. Seuss’s Birthday is Monday, March 2nd. We will celebrate it Tuesday, March 3rd.
The students enjoy silly books and eating Green Eggs & Ham!
Spring is near! So that means Spring Break is here! We will be closed March 9-13.
When we came back from a much needed break,
the kids enjoyed having Debbie Wendt stop by!
They love seeing and touching all the neat animal skins and skulls!
To wrap up our busy month, we will celebrate DONUTS WITH DAD!
What a great memory for these kids to have!
Registration has already begun to the upcoming year for our current enrollees.
We are happy to announce that it is your turn as church members.
Forms are available in the church office.
Remember, your child’s spot will only be held if we have the paperwork
and registration fee on file.
We are so excited about our Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night!
This is fundraiser for our program and a great excuse not to have to cook dinner!
Head over to the Rosenberg location, March 26th from 4-8pm to support us!
Look for the labeled box to slip your receipt into.
As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full calendar of wonderful events!
Thank you to our Board Members as well as our Leap Frog Parents, for always
lending a helping and guiding hand.
We would not be here without you all!
Our March Memory Verse is:

Be kind to one another. Ephesians 4:32

Leaping for Education—Bound by Christ
Chick-fil-A
Spirit Night!
Fundraiser for the Leaps
& Bounds program.

No need to cook dinner on March
26th from 4-8pm!!!
Order inside and drop your receipt in
the labeled box. It’s that easy!

Cub Scouts Pack 129—Scout Sunday Flag Ceremony before worship
service on
February 9th.

Rosenberg
location.
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Fundraising
17500
17000

Dinner Tickets on Sale

16500
16000
15500
15000
14500
14000

13500

3/21 6:30 pm Italian Dinner
4/11 Brisket Dinner Raffle
4/18 Homemade Ice Cream
Sale @ Youth Fair Parade

13000
12500
12000
11500

$1ooo worth of treats sold
@ the high school!!

March 21st @ 6:30 pm
$10.00
Salad & Breadsticks
Choice of Spaghetti & Meatballs
or
Chicken Fettuccini Alfredo
Dessert

11000
10500
10000
9500
9000
8500
8000
7500
7000
6500

5500
5000
4500
4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500

$6,935.84

6000

Members of the Mission Team came together and made chocolate dipped strawberries, spicy pretzels, cookies, and
brownies to be sold at the high school on
February 13 & 14. After selling out on
February 13, the crew worked another
evening to have more to sell. Thank you
for the great success!

If donations are
dropped in
offering plate,
they must be
marked “Mission
Trip”

0
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Printer Ink Director’s Office: HP 61 Black & Color
Devotional Books – for daily staff devotions
Batteries – AAA, AA, 10 V – one pack of each
Paint brushes – straight and angled edge 3” size
Paint roller covers
Tide Laundry Pods
Infant Formula – Enfamil Gentlease or similar
Medical Gloves – non latex, size Large
Pull-ups size 4, 5
Diapers size 3
Baby Wipes
Baby Shampoo
Baby Body Wash
Mint Toothpaste
Children’s Chewable
Vitamins
Little boy’s briefs,
size 3, 4, 5/6
Crib size light weight
quilts
Girl’s size 12 & 14 shorts & tops – a few sets
Soccer Ball
Beach buckets & shovels
Medium size Rubber Ball for younger kids
New DVDs – Jake’s House (boys ages 8-14)
- Main House – preschool children &
girls ages 7-12
Any of the above items in any quantity
would be greatly appreciated!
Thank you!!

Please place in
box outside
office door.

MISSION OUTREACH NEWS
The consistory approved sending $500 to Sweethearts of Haiti. This money comes from the recent “Wider Mission Money Envelope Challenge”. Sweethearts (501c3) was founded with the
mission of providing a safe haven for the hundreds of street children in Cap-Haitien, Haiti. There
are over eighty children in the program today with the numbers increasing each day.
The Mission Outreach Committee is also asking that the congregation continue to support the
local food and necessities pantries by providing the following items:
crackers, rice, jello,
body wash, tooth paste, and tooth brushes.

Jr. & Sr. High Youth
Starting Wednesday, March 4th Good Friday Play Practice
(6 weeks)
* All youth are needed (especially need boys)
 Dress rehearsal following the Maundy Thursday service
* Good Friday Performance - April 10, 8:00pm

March Sunday School Volunteers
Pre K Gina LaRoche
K-1 Shelley Fletcher, Brandi
Schwaiger
& Lesli Wuthrich
2-4
Angie Kelly
5-7
Casey Chapman
Confirmation Debby Wendt

March Moment for the Young
3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29

Marla Sebesta
Deanna Shifley
Deanna Shifley
Marla Sebesta
Youth Sunday

Acolyte Schedule
3/1
3/8
3/15
3/22
3/29

Aubrey Chumchal
Bryler Weidemann
Kailee Zwahr
Aubrey Chumchal
Bryler Weidemann

Thank you for supporting this year’s Pancake
Supper!

No Youth Group
March 11th
Due to Spring Break

HELP NEEDED:
Sunday, March 15th
Men’s Brotherhood will be serving a Stew lunch and
would appreciate help from the Youth.
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MARCH 2020
Mon
1
Sunday School
9:00 am
Worship/Communion
10:15 am

2

8

9 Purim

Sunday School
9:00 am
Worship
10:15 am

Spring
Break

Tue
3
Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm

Wed

5
Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm
CEC
6:30 pm
Lenten Svc @ IEC
7:00pm

6

11

12

13

Food Pantry
9:30 - 12:00 pm
NO Youth

Faith & Films
6:00 pm
15

16

17 St. Patrick’s Day 18

Sunday School
9:00 am
Worship
10:15 am

Cub Scouts
Committee
6:00-9:00 pm

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm

Consistory Meeting

22

23

Sunday School
9:00 am
Worship/ABC/
Perfect Attendance
10:15 am

Food Pantry
9:30-12:00
Children’s
Fellowship
4:15-5:45 pm
Bell Choir
6:00-6:30 pm
Youth Fellowship
6:00—8:00
Confirmation
7:00 pm

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm

Senior Citizen
Lunch
11:30 am

24

25

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm

Children’s
Fellowship
4:15-5:45 pm
Bell Choir
6:00-6:30 pm
Youth Fellowship
6:00—8:00
Confirmation
7:00 pm

NMA Meeting
12:30 pm
Brotherhood
6:30 pm

Lenten Svc @
IEC
7:00pm
7:00 pm

Sunday School
9:00 am
Worship/ ABC
10:15 am

30

31
Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm

Jesus B4 Outreach
Sneak Peek

Page 10

7

14

Spring
Break

21

Women’s Guild
2:00 pm

Missions Trip
Italian Dinner
Fundraiser
6:30 pm

26

27

28

Leaps & Bounds
8:30-2:30 pm
Cub Scouts
Pack Mtg
6:00-9:00 pm
Lenten Svc @
St. Paul’s
7:00pm

Senior Citizen
Lunch
11:30 am

L&B Chick-Fil-A
Night
29

Senior Citizen
Lunch
11:30 am

20

Brotherhood
6:30 pm

3:00 pm Youth Pastor Search Comm.

Lenten Svc @
St. Paul’s
7:00pm

Sat

Senior Citizen
Lunch
11:30 am

19

NMA Meeting
12:30 pm

Brotherhood Stew
Luncheon

Fri

4
SPJST Worship
9:30 am

Verda Blome
Funeral
10:00 am
10

Thu

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
15 Hallie Bienek
17 Amy Bosse
Kelly Dunk
1

Olie Eixmann
Whitney Anderson
Brian Sebesta

2

Rita Hedt

3

5

Craig Zwahr
Michelle McClellan
Keegan March
Carrie Altreche
Kate Salazar

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

18 Garrett Arrington
Abigail Fletcher

3

HARRY & EVELYN WEDEMANN

19 Cord Mills

7

QUENTIN & MARLA SEBESTA

22 Kaleb Smith

10 CHRIS & MARISSA BIENEK

23 Helen Altimore
Kyler Teykl
Cash Raska

15 RAY & CHERI OBERHOFF

24 Cole McClellan

20 RUSSELL & KIM GRIMMETT

16 DAVID & DANA HAWKINS

6

Rick Weidemann

25 Cody Eversole

23 ADAM & CRYSTAL SMITH

9

Alexander Schmidt

26 Grant Arrington
Julie Arrington
Mark Bosse
Shelley Fletcher

24 GARREN & SHELLY SCHMIDT

10 Margaret Kunz
Sandra Zacek
Verna Dell McGuire
13 Briann Holik
Donald Kramer

27 Faith Finley

27 THOMAS & RHONDA JUREK
28 DON & KELLY ARRINGTON
JARROD & AMY STASNEY

28 Karen Gadway
29 Rodney Elster
31 Roy Hartfiel

With Love and Sympathy
Eugene Arlitt went home to be
with the Lord on February 01,
2020.
Funeral: February 04, 2020
Services held at Immanuel
Please lift up her family in your
prayers during this period of
mourning.

BINGO PRIZES
Requesting donations of bingo prizes for children,
men, and women for 2020. The prizes should have
a value of a few dollars. The collection box is near
the sanctuary entrance from the Educational Building. Our bingo events are always a lot of fun for all
ages.

Please keep the Youth Pastor Search
Committee in your prayers. Pray that
God leads us to the right candidate for
our congregation.
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Verda Blome passed on to her
heavenly home on February
27, 2020.
Her funeral will be held on
Tuesday, March 3 at 10:00 am
with Visitation starting at 9:00
am.
Please lift up her extended
family in your prayers during
this time of mourning.

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL CHURCH

979-793-6125 E-mail address—Immanuel@consolidated.net
P.O. BOX 505
9018 CHURCH STREET
NEEDVILLE, TEXAS 77461-0505
www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org
Find us on Facebook @ Immanuel Evangelical Church Needville Texas

EASTER LILY ORDER
The IEC Women’s Guild is offering you the opportunity to help us beautify our sanctuary by placing an order for an
Easter lily plant for our Easter morning worship services. These plants may be placed in honor or in memory of your
loved one. Recognition will be printed as a part of the Easter Sunday worship bulletin.
There are 30 plants available for purchase. Please place your order early if you would like a plant and remember to pick
up your plant after the 10:15 a.m. Easter worship service.
The cost per plant is $15.00 (cash or check). The vendor for our plants this year is Brookwood Community.
Please make checks to: IEC Women’s Guild
Deadline: March 23, 2020
YOUR NAME: ________________________________________________
In Honor of:
In Memory of:

NUMBER OF PLANTS: ___________
AMOUNT: _____________
Contact: Sharon Roberson (979-793-6705; 281-750-1291)
Can be mailed to:
Immanuel Evangelical Church
Women’s Guild
P. O. Box 505
Needville, TX 77461

