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Our February Faith & Films movie is 

“The Resurrection of Gavin Stone” which 

will be shown Feb. 23 at 6:00 pm in the 

Confirmation Room. 

Synopsis: From growing up since he was 

eight, Gavin had been a movie star. But, 

his morals weren't something to repeat. 

After a hotel incident one night, he is sen-

tenced to 200 hours of community ser-

vice, at a choice of a church or the sewer.  

He chooses the church and learns about 

the life of Jesus while helping to stage a 

Good Friday Passion Play.  Watch how 

this Hollywood bad boy discovers the 

power of grace and second chances in this 

fictional drama. 

Faith & Films movie 
Sunday, February 23; 6:00 pm 

A new commandment I give you, love one another.   
Just as I have loved you, you also must love one another.   John 13:34 

The 2020 Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday worship on Febru-

ary 26 at 7:00 pm (following the Pancake Supper) with the imposition of 

ashes and reflection on God’s love experienced in the cross of Christ.  

Your whole family is invited to participate in this family oriented service. 

 

During the six weeks of Lent, we will host weekly Sunday evening 

Lenten services in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm.  Palm Sunday evening, April 

5, will feature the family movie “The Prince of Egypt” at 6:00 pm (in 

place of the Lenten service) to help us discover the origins of Passover. 

 

During Holy Week, the men of  the church will offer a Maundy Thursday 

Drama of the Last Supper on April 9 at 7:00 pm.  On Good Friday, a tra-

ditional Good Friday service will be held at St. Paul Presbyterian Church 

at 6:00 pm followed by a Good Friday Drama at 8:00 pm in our church’s 

sanctuary staged by our Jr. & Sr. High Youth Fellowship. 
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This month’s Faith & 

Films series movie 

will be “The 

Resurrection of Gavin 

Stone.”  The film, 

released in 2017, 

portrays a washed up, 

child TV star, who’s 

forced to work off 200 

hours of community service at a local church in the 

community. That church just so happens to hold an 

annual Passion Play  where the main character, Gavin 

Stone, volunteers for an acting role as Jesus Christ.  

During production, this pretending Christian actor is 

affected by the real story of Christ’s death and 

resurrection, along with the church’s ministry of 

contagious love, and in the end, makes his own life 

commitment to Jesus, while portraying him hanging 

on the cross. 

“The Resurrection of Gavin Stone” is a modern 

portrayal of Christ’s death and resurrection, showing 

how a church’s Passion Play production can help 

folks visualize what Christ’s death, which we 

remember during the 40 days of Lent, was really like.  

Forty-three years ago, I saw the made for TV 

miniseries, “Jesus of Nazareth” directed by Franco 

Zeffirelli.  The film stars Robert Powell as Jesus 

Christ and features such Academy Award winning 

actors as Anne Bancroft, Laurence Olivier and Peter 

Ustinov.  It was the first movie that really helped me 

visualize the suffering that Jesus endured when he 

died on the cross for our sins. 

When we read the Gospel narratives of Jesus’ death, 

there is scant information on the crucifixion.  

Matthew 27:35 records, “When they had crucified 

him, they divided his clothes by casting lots.”  Luke 

23:33 further notes “When they came to the place 

called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with 

the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left.”  

The details remain vague.  It is only in Jesus’ 

resurrection appearance in John 20 that we even get 

visual of what crucifixion actually entails.  Thomas 

remarks in John 20:25, “Unless I see the nail marks 

in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 

and put my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

Sure, we’ve seen a lot of paintings and sculptures of 

Jesus’ crucifixion through the years that try to portray 

what happened in these Gospel narratives, but most 

of them still do not convey the pain he went through.  

Upon watching Jesus’ crucifixion in the film “Jesus 

of Nazareth” 43 years ago, I got to visualize what the 

pain that those nails, and consequently our sin, felt 

like when he died on the cross.  That is an image that 

has stayed with me ever since. 

While I know that some say we don’t need 

Hollywood movies to help us understand Jesus, 

because Hollywood always adds or subtracts things 

to tell a more visually appealing story.  I find that 

films like “Jesus of Nazareth” add to my depth of 

understanding about what the biblical writers sought 

to convey when they wrote the Gospels to tell the 

story of God’s salvation lived out in Jesus Christ.  

Watching a film portrayal of Jesus enduring the pain 

and shame of the cross helps make the 2,000 year old 

narrative all the more real.  

As I’ve shown this film to teens over the years I’ve 

seen it make the same impact on them as it did on me 

in 1977.  I’ve seen teens well up in tears.  I’ve seen 

teens retract in empathic pain.  And then share that 

they didn’t know how Jesus endured what he did, 

when he died for us and our sins.   

I find that if we don’t figure out ways to visualize the 

crucifixion, then we tend to trivialize Jesus’ suffering 

when we read the Bible or celebrate the Lenten and 

Easter season.  As we go through the season of Lent, 

we need to journey through these 40 days knowing, 

like Jesus did, that a cross will and must stand at the 

end of the journey, and that there will be real pain, 

suffering and death there.  Our journey through Lent 

should be as much an emotional awakening as it is a 

spiritual one. 

And so, I want to challenge you during this Lenten 

season, to deepen your faith journey by taking the 

time to visualize Christ’s suffering for yourself.  

Watch a movie like “Jesus of Nazareth” or “The 

Passion of the Christ,” attend our church’s upcoming 

Passion Play that will be staged by our junior and 

senior high youth on Good Friday (April 10), or  

view artistic representations of Jesus’ death at a 

museum somewhere.  

Those visualizations are hard to witness.  I know.  I 

feel the same every time I see any such reenactment.  

Yet, we must never forget what our Lord did for us 

when “He forgave us all our sins…nailing it to the 

cross” (Colossians 2:14).  May your eyes be reopened 

to Christ’s suffering, but ultimately also to his love, 
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Pancake Supper  
for all (including the community)! 

 

Wednesday, February 26th | 5:30 pm 
 

Sponsored by our Christian Education 

Committee & Jr./Sr. Youth 

DON’T MISS OUT! 

Adult Elective Class 

Join the Adult Class for 

a new 6-week study on 

“Didache: Catechism of 

the Early Church” and 

explore an ancient 1st 

century Christian docu-

ment written during the 

same time frame as the 

New Testament that was 

so popular in the Early 

Church that it was al-

most included in the Bible.   Discover the Early 

Church’s teaching on abortion and baptism. 

We’ll spend time in the Gospel of Matthew as 

reference.  

Hope you can join us! Sundays  

January 19 - February 23 9:00 am. 

Twenty-seven elementary age kids had a blast on Janaury5th at the Chil-

dren’s Epiphany Party.  The kids experienced an interactive retelling of 

the story of the Three Wise Men led by Pastor Ron.  Then, they went of 

a scavenger hunt for presents, in the dark, throughout the church.  Five 

teams of kids with flashlights had fun running and searching everywhere 

to find the wrapped gifts.  Following the scavenger hunt, the kids partici-

pated in a camel relay racing to take the gifts to baby Jesus.  The night 

concluded with each child taking home of the gifts for themselves. 

 

Special thanks goes out to the Fellowship Committee for providing re-

freshments, for all of the parents who helped chaperone, and to everyone 

in the church who purchased toys for our kids.  The Children’s Epiphany 

Party was a great way to end the Christmas season! 

Teenagers stayed up all night, Janaury19-20 at the Jr. & Sr. High Lock-

in, playing hide-and-seek, sardines, and glow-in-the-dark  volleyball.  

The teens enjoyed homemade ice cream and a taco bar which fueled them 

for their late night activities.  The youth also watched the movie “The 

Resurrection of Gavin Stone” reflecting on life and death of Jesus and 

what it means to be a “real” Christian in the world today. 

Children’s Epiphany Party recap 

Jr. & Sr. High Lock-in recap 
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IMMANUEL WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING 

The Women’s Guild met on Friday, January 17, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. with 17 members present.  Debby 

Wendt showed pictures and talked about her recent mission trip to Guatemala where her group 

installed a water well. 

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved and treasurer’s report shared.  The hand-print 

quilts are completed and will be hung in the Senior Citizen’s room. The 2020 Guild Handbooks were 

distributed.  The 2019 financial information will be audited by Wanda Miller and Ann Chambers.  

Members will bake cookies for the local nursing facilities for Valentine’s Day.  Corlis Delling will 

deliver them.  Cookies will also be baked and delivered to the school campuses for the teachers and 

staff at a later date.   There will be 30 Easter Lilies available for sale at a cost of $15.00 each.  Prayer 

concerns were shared and a birthday recognized. 

 

PRAYER LIST 
P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens! 

 

NEW & UPDATED PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES 
 

It is an honor and privilege to pray for the needs of those on our prayer list. However, in response to concerns expressed about the length and timeliness of our 

congregation's prayer list, the following guidelines were developed by the Consistory. Prayer requests can be made by calling or coming by the church office 

during regular business hours (9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays). Prayer requests can also be submitted on Sunday mornings on a completed 

prayer list request form to be announced during the weekly worship service. To respect each person's privacy, if you are adding someone other than yourself to 

the prayer list, please receive their permission in advance. Not everyone wants their name announced, and we must respect the personal wishes of each individ-

ual. Prayer requests will be listed for a maximum of six weeks. If prayer is still needed and wanted, the name may be resubmitted to the church office for an-

other six weeks. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. We look forward to sharing in both your concerns and your joys! 

Gene Arlitt  

**Esther Beard 

**Rodney Elster 

**Gregory Garlough 

**Adrian Gray 

**Wyatt Jordan 

Dorothy Kelly 

Maureen Lewis 

LeeAnn Mueck 

Jerry Northcutt 

Frank Pryor 

Clyde Raesner 

Andy Cavender, a missionary from Nicaragua, affiliated 

with YWAM (Youth With A Mission) shared stories 

about his ministry during worship on January 12th. 

Andy share both blessings and challenges that he has 

encountered and related them to the Old Testament story 

of Jonah and Jesus’ parable on “The Good Samaritan.” 

That day the congregation blessed him ministry with a 

$1,000+ love offering.   

 

In addition, the Mission Outreach Committee made a 

recommendation to the consistory to send an additional 

$500 to YWAM (Youth With A Mission).  This recom-

mendation was approved at the January meeting. This 

donation will support his Bible Institute and Library. 

 

Continue to lift Andy, his family, and their mission 

work in your prayers. 

Andy Cavender shares stories of mission work in Nicaragua 
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  News from the Lily Pad 
 

God is Love! 

 

February is here and love is in the air!  

To start the month off Molly the Molar is stopping by for a visit!  

We cant wait to learn about dental health  

and practicing good dental hygiene. 

 

We are ready to exchange Valentine’s with our friends and learn about the 

most important love, God’s love for us!  

With Groundhog day this month, we are hoping Punxsutawney Phil does not see 

his shadow! . 

We all need some warm temps and sunshine in our life! 

 

As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full cal-

endar of wonderful events! Thank You to our Board 

Members for always lending a helping and guiding hand as well as our Leap Frog 

Parents, we would not be here without you all! 

  

As an additional way to raise funds for the 2020 Mission Trip, we are making 
customized mugs. Mugs can be customized with any picture and design that 
are not trademarked, for example, we can print Needville Blue Jays, your 
family photo,  Class of 2020 etc; but, we cannot make Disney, Professional or 
Collegiate Sports Logos. 
 
Examples and products will be available after church each Sunday. If you 
have questions regarding customization, please contact Deanna. 
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February Sunday School Volunteers 
Pre K Linda Griffith 

K-1       Marla Sebesta  

2-4       Suzanne Mikeska 

5-7       Christy Legendre 

Confirmation   Steve Britt 

 

February Moment for the Young 
2/2   Annual meeting 

2/9   Marla Sebesta 

2/16  Deanna Shifley 

2/23  Debby Wendt 

Acolyte Schedule 
2/2 Aubrey Chumchal 

2/9 Bryler Weidemann 

2/16 Kailee Zwahr 

2/23 Bree Winkelman 

Customized Mug Order Form 
NAME:___________________________________________________    Order 

11 oz.      $7.50 

15 oz.      $10.00 

FRONT  (handle on right) BACK  (handle on left) 

Email artwork to Deanna.shifley@gmail.com 

EMAIL:________________________________________________________

__ 

PHONE NUM-

BER:_________________________________________________ 

Profits go to Mission Trip 2020 

We are in need of vol-

unteers to make 3 life

-size crosses for the 

youth Good Friday 

Drama.  Please contact Pastor 

Ron for specifications. 

S
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n
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u
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n
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

Jr/Sr High Youth Retreat 5/1-3 

 

Music Camp 6/22-26 

 

VBS 7/13-17 
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Fundraising 

Printer Ink Director’s Office: HP 61 Black & Color  

Devotional Books – for daily staff devotions  

Batteries – AAA, AA, 10 V – one pack of each 

Paint brushes – straight and angled edge 3” size 

Paint roller covers 

Tide Laundry Pods 

Infant Formula – Enfamil Gentlease or similar 

Medical Gloves – non latex, size Large 

Pull-ups size 4, 5 

Diapers size 3 

Baby Wipes 

Baby Shampoo 

Baby Body Wash 

Mint Toothpaste 

Children’s Chewable Vitamins 

Little boy’s briefs, size 3, 4, 5/6 

Crib size light weigh quilts 

Girl’s size 12 & 14 shorts & tops – a few sets 

Soccer Ball 

Beach buckets & shovels  

Medium size Rubber Ball for younger kids 

New DVDs – Jake’s House (boys ages 8-14)  

       -  Main House – preschool children & girls ages 7-12  

 

Any of the above items in any quantity  

would be greatly appreciated! 

Thank you!! 
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Please place in 

box by  

office entrance. 

The mission trip to The Robin’s Nest Children’s Home is scheduled for June 9-15. We currently have 14 

individuals signed up to go on the trip. This leaves just 2 available spots. If you are interested, please con-

tact Deanna for a commitment form. We are asking for a $50.00 deposit from the participants and their 

help with the fundraisers. The trip including projects, travel, room & board costs approximately $1,100 per 

person so our goal is raising $17,500. We are currently at a balance of $4,336.52. We have a long way to 

go and need your support. Please plan to support our fundraisers. 

2/13 & 14  Snack sales @ HS 
 
2/26 5:30 pm 
     Pancake Supper 
 
3/21 6:30 pm  Fundraiser 
Italian Themed Dinner 
 
4/11  Brisket Dinner Raffle 
 
4/18  Homemade Ice Cream 
Sale @ Youth Fair Parade 

 

 
 

Customized Mugs 
Fundraising Letters  

If donations are dropped in offering 

plate, they must be marked 

“Mission Trip” 
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Immanuel Evangelical Church Coffee 
Mug fund raiser for Jamaica mission trip 

$7.50 

each 
Contact Deanna 

Shifley to order 

your 11 oz. IEC 

coffee mug 

Wider Mission Money Challenge—About 15 envelopes remain to be adopted.  

Please search your hearts and accept the challenge of filling an envelope to complete 

our goal of all envelopes being adopted. 

Plan now to attend the EA National Convocation October 15-18 
www.evangelicalassociation.org 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  Super Bowl Sunday 
 

Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Worship/Communion 

10:15 am 

Annual Congregational 

Meeting 

Super Bowl Dinner 

Jr./Sr. Super Bowl 

Party 

3 4 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

 

 

5 

 

SPJST Worship 

9:30 am 

Children’s  

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

Bell Choir 

6:00-6:30 pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

Membership Mtg 

6:00 pm 

Christian Ed 

6:30 pm 

 

7 

 

Senior Citizen 

Lunch 

11:30 am 

8 

 
9:00 am Voice of the 

Martyrs Conference, 
Columbus , TX 

9 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Worship 

10:15 am 

 

10 

 

Cub Scouts  

Committee 

6:00-9:00 pm 

11 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

Fellowship Comm 

2:00 pm 

 

12 
 

Food Pantry 

9:30-12:00 

Children’s  

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

Bell Choir 

6:00-6:30 pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6:00—8:00 

13 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

 

Cub Scouts  

Pack Mtg 

6:00-9:00 pm 

Consistory 

14 

 

Senior Citizen 

Lunch 

11:30 am 

 

15 

16 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Worship 

10:15 am 

 

17 18 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

NMA Meeting 

12:30 pm 

 

Brotherhood 

6:30 pm 

 

19 

 

Children’s  

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

Bell Choir 

6:00-6:30 pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6:00—8:00 

Confirmation 

7:00 pm 

20 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

Ministry  

Conference 

9:00 am 

Worship &  

Evangelism Mtg 

6:30 pm 

21 

 

Senior Citizen 

Lunch 

11:30 am 

 

Women’s Guild 

2:00 pm 

22 

23 

 

Sunday School 

9:00 am 

Worship/ ABC 

10:15 am 

 

 

Faith & Films movie 

6:00 pm 

24 25 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

26 Ash Wednesday 
 

Food Pantry 

9:30-12:00 

Children’s  

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

 

Pancake Supper 

5:30 pm 

Ash Wednesday  

Worship 

7:00 pm 

27 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30-2:30 pm 

 

Cub Scout  Den 

6:00—9:00 pm 

 

28 

 

Senior Citizen 

Lunch 

11:30 am 

29 

February 2020 
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FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

1    MARK & NANCY WENDT 
 

2 HARVEY & JERI MAGER 

 

3 CHAD & CAROL BISHOP 

 

11 WAYNE & BECKY FINCH 

 

14 RANDAL & TERRY MCGUIRE 

 

15 WALTER  & JUANITA TODD 

 KEVIN & KELLI HORAK 

 

22 BRIAN & KATHY BACICA 

 IKE & KIM FREDRICKSON 

 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 

 

1 W. Lee Hedt 

 

2 Russell Grimmett 

 Jim Sullivan 

 Grey Richter 

 

3 Callen Holik 

 

4 Kade Wagner 

  

6 Wade Griffith 

 Hunter Bienek 

 

8 Charles Oberrender 

 Thomas Jurek 

 Jimmy Klemstein 

 

9 Robin Eversole 

 Avery Schwaiger 

 

10 Calvin Hedt 

 Virginia Chambers 

 Wilburn Kramer 

 

11 Joseph Kost 

 

12 Don Arrington 

  

13 Tom Dunk 

  

14 Agnes Warncke 

 

15 Steven Holik 
  

16 Amy Stasney 

 Trace Legendre 

 Karen Wagner 

 

17 Becky Oberhoff 

 Glynn Schmidt 

 

19 John Salazar 

 

20 Kevin Jurek 

 Joseph Schwaiger 

 

22 Brenda Kunkel 

 Lanette Schultz 

 

23 Jane Trusty 

 

24  Ainsley Fletcher 

 

25 Kim Fredrickson 

 Cody Todd 

 Emma Altreche 

 

26 Deven Dick 

Please keep the Youth Pastor Search 

Committee in your prayers. The 

Search Committee is in the process of 

reviewing a number of candidate pro-

files. Pray that God leads us to the 

right candidate for our congregation. 

BINGO PRIZES 

The Fellowship Committee thanks those of you 

who have so generously donated bingo prizes 

during 2019.  We are now requesting donations 

of bingo prizes for children, men, and women for 

2020.  The prizes should have a  

value of a few dollars.  The collection box is near 

the sanctuary entrance from the Educational 

Building.  Our bingo events are always a lot of 

Food Pantry needed 
 Saltine crackers 

 Rice 

 Jello 

 Body wash 

 Tooth paste 

 Tooth brushes 



    IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
    979-793-6125  E-mail address—Immanuel@consolidated.net 
    P.O. BOX 505 
    9018 CHURCH STREET 
    NEEDVILLE, TEXAS  77461-0505 
    www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org 
    Find us on Facebook @ Immanuel Evangelical Church 

 

EASTER LILY ORDER 
The IEC Women’s Guild is offering you the opportunity to help us beautify our sanctuary by placing an order for an 
Easter lily plant for our Easter morning worship services.  These plants may be placed in honor or in memory of your 
loved one.  Recognition will be printed as a part of the Easter Sunday worship bulletin. 
There are 30 plants available for purchase.  Please place your order early if you would like a plant and remember to pick 
up your plant after the 10:15 a.m. Easter worship service.   
The cost per plant is $15.00 (cash or check).  The vendor for our plants this year is Brookwood Community. 
Please make checks to:  IEC Women’s Guild                                           Deadline:  March 23, 2020 
YOUR NAME: ________________________________________________ 
In Honor of: 
 

In Memory of: 
 
 

NUMBER OF PLANTS: ___________  AMOUNT: _____________ 
Contact:  Sharon Roberson (979-793-6705; 281-750-1291) 
Can be mailed to:                        Immanuel Evangelical Church 
                                                                      Women’s Guild 
                                                                               P. O. Box 505 
                                                                         Needville, TX  77461 


