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Adult Class to kick off Fall Quarter with study 

“Between The Testaments”  Sept. 8th  

Between the times of the Old 

and New Testaments are 400 

years of history.  Some have 

described this period after the 

time of Malachi and the birth of 

Jesus as the time when God was 

silent.  Yet, when you look at 

this period, these 400 years are 

pivotal to understanding the 

backdrop of the whole New 

Testament.  Come join us as we 

look at the history, the literature 

and the biblical holidays that 

originated “Between The 

Testaments.”  Classes begin 

Sept. 8 at 9:00 am in the 

Library. 

Come join us on Sept 8th to celebrate Sunday School Classes for all ages 

starting back up.   Lunch and fun after worship service...Hotdogs, music, 

games, dartball and more throughout 

the day as we rally back to Sunday 

School!!! 

Preschool 

Early Elementary 

Elementary 

Middle School 

Confirmation Classes (8th graders) 

High School 

Adult 
 

Classes start at 9 am. 

September 8th!! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj9sb3n4qPkAhURI6wKHTQmDaEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirst-presby.org%2Findex.php%2F2018%2F10%2F04%2Fsunday-school-is-back-in-session&psig=AOvVaw0cMn-Y51mJ9sAZDgAh8fh-&ust=15
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 “From Psalms to Songs”  

 

All of us who go to church have our favorite hymns or praise songs that we like to sing 

during worship.  We’ve been singing a number of them all summer long.  While we enjoy 

the music and the lyrics help make our spirits soar up to heaven, few of us consider that 

many hymns are not just the creation of hymn writers’ imagination and penmanship, but 

are actually based on Scripture, more specifically ancient song lyrics written by King 

David as recorded in the book of Psalms. 

This past month the Adult Sunday School class studied the seven Hebrew words that are 

translated into the English word “praise.”  Throughout the Psalms, God’s people are 

invited to give praise to God with a loud shout of celebration, with hands lifted up or kneeling before the Lord with our eyes 

focused on God our King, and of course, to make music to the Lord and to sing a new song to him.  Psalm 98 is an example 

of these Hebrew words for praise being put into action.  

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for 

him.  The Lord has made his salvation known to the nations…  all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 

God… Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music…shout for joy before the Lord, the King.  

Let the seas resound, and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.  Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains 

sing together for joy…” 

This Psalm is the basis for the famous Christmas carol written by Isaac Watts, in 1719, called “Joy to the World.”  Watts 

captures the joy of the psalm in the song’s first verse which reads,  “Joy to the world! The Lord is come; let earth receive 

her King, let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing...” The second verse is an even closer paraphrase of 

King David’s original lyrics: “ Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; let men their songs employ; While fields and floods, 

rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy…” 

Psalm 98 is also the inspiration of a more modern praise song, “Shout to the Lord” written by Darlene Zschech.  The song’s 

chorus is almost a direct quote. “Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing, power and majesty, praise to the King.  

Mountains bow down and seas will roar at the sound of your name.” 

Chris Tomlin, the prolific contemporary hymn writer, also finds inspiration from the book of Psalms for composing many of 

his praise songs.  One song, “Forever,” is based on the opening words of Psalm 136.  Tomlin’s song begins: “Give thanks to 

the Lord, our God and king; his love endures forever.  For he is good, and is above all things, his love endures forever.”  

This verse is almost a direct quote from Psalm 136:1 which reads, “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, His love endures 

forever.”  Verse two of Tomlin’s song “With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; his love endures forever” is a direct quote 

from verse 12 of that same psalm.   

Chris Tomlin’s most famous hymn, “How Great Is Our God” is based on the opening verses of Psalm 104.  Tomlin’s song 

begins, “The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty, let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice.  He wraps himself in 

light…” These words are lifted from verses Psalm 104:1-2 which read “Praise the Lord, my soul.  Lord my God, you are 

very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty.  The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment…” 

Another psalm that has inspired modern hymnody is Psalm 42:1, “As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants 

for you, my God.”  In 1984, Martin Nystrom quoted this verse when he wrote his famous praise chorus “As the Deer” 

which begins, “As the deer pants for water, so my soul longs after you; you alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to 

worship you.” 

Finally, Matt Redman found inspiration from Psalm 84 for his praise song, “Better Is One Day.”  Redman’s song begins 

“How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty.  For my soul longs and even faints for you…”  Psalm 84:1-2 begins 

similarly, “How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord Almighty!  My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord; my 

heart and flesh cry out for the living God.” 

As you can see, a lot of our hymns and praise songs draw direct inspiration from the Bible, especially, the book of Psalms, 

but you can find passages all over the Bible that have made the cut into the text of modern hymnody. 

I’d like to challenge you this month to take out your hymnal or listen to your favorite contemporary worship CD and sing 

along with your favorite hymns or praise songs.  While you’re enjoying your own personal worship time, grab a Bible, and 

go online or use the Bible Gateway app on your favorite mobile device and check to see which lyrics are based on Scripture.  

You’ll be surprised at how many of your favorite hymns and praise choruses are based on God’s holy Word.  Happy 

singing! 

 

 

 2019 
    

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat 

1 2  3 4 5 6 7 

Adult SS / Children-

Youth Fellowship 9am 

 

Worship/Communion 

10:15am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

Worship @ SPJST 

9:30am 

 

Confirmation Class 

6:30pm 

 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

Youth Basketball 

5:30-6:30pm 

 

Worship & 

Evangelism  

7:00pm 

 

Senior Citizens 

Lunch 

11:30am 

  

 

 

 

8 GRANDPARENT’S 

DAY 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

Rally Day 

9am 

 

Worship 10:15am 
 

Rally Day Lunch 

(after service) 

Cub Scouts 

Committee 

6-9pm 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

Fellowship 

Committee 

2:00 pm 

 

 

L&B Board 

7:00pm 

Food Pantry  

9:30-12 pm 

 

Children’s 

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

Confirmation Class 

6:30pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6:00-8:00pm 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

Consistory  

7:00 pm 

 

Youth Basketball 

5:30-6:30pm 

 

Cub Scouts 

Den Mtg 6-9 pm 

Senior Citizens 

Lunch 

11:30am 

 

 

 

 

** 

Fellowship 

Hall Rental 

1-4:00pm 

(L. Rodgers) 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Sunday School 9am 

 

Worship 

10:15am 
 

 Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

Brotherhood 

6:30pm 

 

Children’s 

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

Confirmation Class 

6:30pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6:00-8:00pm 
 

Bell Practice 

8-8:45 pm 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

 

CEC 6:30 pm 

 

 

Youth Basketball 

5:30-6:30pm 

 

Senior Citizens 

Lunch 

11:30am 
 

Women’s Guild  

2pm 

 

 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Sunday School 

9am 

 

Worship 

ABCelebration 

10:15am 

 

Potluck Lunch & 

Games 

After Worship Service 

 

 Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

Needville 

Ministerial 

Alliance 

12:30pm  

 

 

Food Pantry  

9:30-12 pm 
 

Children’s 

Fellowship 

4:15-5:45 pm 

Confirmation Class 

6:30pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6:00-8:00pm 
 

Bell Practice 

8-8:45 pm 

Leaps & Bounds 

8:30 - 2:30pm 

 

Youth Basketball 

5:30-6:30pm 

 

Cub Scouts  

Pack Meeting 

 

Sr. Citizens 

Lunch 

11:30am 

  

29 30      

Sunday School 

9am 

 

Worship 

10:15am 

  

 

     

** 

Building 

Rental 
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If you see any information that is incorrect, 

please let me know.   Information from 

Membership Forms is being used to update 

Birthdays & Anniversaries.  Please report any 

errors or omissions to Debbie @ 979-793-6125 

or immanuel@consolidated.net.  I will make sure 

they are corrected for next time.  Membership 

forms are available in the information center by 

the church office. 

WORSHIP 
ATTENDANCE 

 

August 4        133 
August 11 137 
August 18 106 
August 25 160 

Howard Griffith went home to be with 

the Lord on August 12, 2019.  His  

funeral was held at the church on  

August 16. 

 

Please lift up his wife, Linda and their 

family in your prayers during this period 

of mourning. 

With Love and Sympathy 

 
SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1     KEITH & MELISSA KOSTELNIK 
 
5     W. LEE & SHARON HEDT 
 
7     RODNEY & SHEILA ELSTER 
 
15 REV. RON & DEANNA SHIFLEY 
 
18 RICHARD & SANDRA OBERRENDER 
 
21 DAVID & DENA DICK 
 
22  ERWIN & YVONNE LINGNAU 
 
28 JEFFERY & GINA WEIDEMANN 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Gina Weidemann 
   

2 Ronnie Maresh 
 

3 Carl McClellan 
 

5 Melissa Kostelnik 
 Kyle Dunk 
 
6 Ava Casassa 
 

7 Bobby Zwahr, Jr. 
 W. Lee Schmidt 
 

8 Elizabeth Eversole 
 Shelly Schmidt 
     Chase Miller 
 

9 Vida Arlitt 
 Madelynn Morton 
 

11 Dana Morton 
 

12 Addie Richter 
 Corley Salazar 
 

13 Charlie Griffith 
  

14 Kelli Horak 
 Ike Fredrickson 
 

15 Tate Richter 

 
16 Becky Ley 
 Jason Fuchs 
 

17 Brandi Schwaiger 
 Janet Raesner 
 Alexis Zwahr 
 Cade Macik 
 

18 Donna Britt 
 

19 Jarrod Stasney 
 

20 Clifton Holik 
 Colt Klemstein 
 

21 Evelyn Schmidt 
  

22 Erwin Lingnau 
 Sandra Oberrender 
 

23 Casey Chapman 
 

24 Connie Gorka 
 Justin Pineda 
  
25 Caroline Macik 
 Norma Freund 
 

26 Carolyn Conrad 
  

27 Kevon Fuchs 
 Aubrey Chumchal 
  

30 Cynthia Chumchal 

Moment for the Young 
September 1 – Robin Eversole 

September 8 – Robin Eversole 

September 15 – Deanna Shifley 

September 22 – Marla Sebesta 

September 29 – Debby Wendt 

Acolytes 

September 8 –  Aubrey Chumchal 

September 15 – Bryler Weidemann 

September 22 – Kailee Zwahr 

September 29 – Bree Winkelman  

September Sunday School Teachers 

Pre-K  Pam Sullivan, Jill Otto 

K – 1  Shelley Fletcher, Brandi Schwaiger, 

  Leslie Wuthrich 

2 – 4  Suzanne Mikeska 

5 – 7   Casey Chapman 

Confirmation Debby Wendt 

High School Robin Eversole 

Adult  Pastor Ron 

Youth Group Helpers for Snacks/Meals  

 

                 K – 5th       6th – 12th 

September 11 – Lori Stembridge  ??? 

September 18 – Jenna White  Jenna White 

September 25 – Gina LaRoche  Kari Weidemann 
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The EA’s National 

Convocation will be held in 

Archbold, Ohio this coming 

fall (September 20-22). 

 

Join Pastor Ron in spending 

time with other EA pastors and 

local church leaders from 

around the country in dynamic 

worship, helpful workshops 

that equip and empower our 

church, and in networking 

with other EA churches from 

around the USA.  Convocation 

is always a time of spiritual 

refueling for those who attend 

and a great way to learn more about global missionaries as 

well. 

 

The theme for this year’s Convocation is “Equip & 

Empower” based on Ephesians 4:12. 

 

Copies of the 2019 Convocation brochure are available in 

the Welcome Centers, the Church Office and online on the 

EA website www.evangelicalassociation.org. 

EA National Convocation to 

be held in Ohio in September 

OPEN 

MARKETPLACE 

NEWS 
Getting closer to the date – 

Sunday, October 13, 2019.  The 

raffle and meal tickets are being 

printed and will be ready for 

pickup and sale on the first 

Sunday in September.   Thanks in 

advance to all those who will be 

helping with ticket sales. 

Co-chairs:     

Sandra Zacek 281-785-4297  & 

Corlis Delling 713-553-7893 

Jr / Sr High Youth & 

Adults are invited to join 

Begins Sept 18th 

For more information, 

contact  

Deanna Shifley  

(call) 979-793-6283 

(text) 567-242-4490 

Coming Soon... 

Bell Choir Practice 

Wednesdays  

 

                       8-8:45 pm  

Confirmation  
Classes will begin  

Sept 4th -  6:30pm 

(8th graders) 
 

Kick off for Youth Group on 

Wednesday, Sept 11th 

Children’s Fellowship 
4:15-5:45pm 

Youth Fellowship 

6-8pm 

You are invited to join us in the Fellowship Hall 

after worship on September 22nd for a 

Potluck Lunch.  Members of the church are asked 

to bring an entrée, side dish, or dessert. After 

lunch, we will enjoy playing games such as 

dartball, cards, dominoes, or your favorite board 

games for children and/or adults. 

SAVE THE DATE 

Potluck Lunch & Games 



At their August meeting, the Consistory approved $500 to be 

sent to Open Door Mission.  The Mission Outreach 

Committee made this recommendation after reviewing the 

many opportunities and programs it offers to men who are 

homeless addicts in the Houston area.  Donations allow the 

Mission to provide shelter, education, career guidance, 

substance abuse counseling, job readiness and placement.  

The Mission works with each man to teach him how to use 

God-provided gifts and talents to avoid returning to a life of 

substance abuse and poverty.   It is their goal to see these 

men restored to being who God created them to be with the 

capacity to make good decisions and to effect change in the 

world.  The Open Door Mission is transforming lives 

through RECOVERY – HEALING – LEARNING. 

Below is a list of items currently needed for the local food 

and necessities pantries: 

Food Pantry --- crackers, cake mixes, canned carrots and 

peas 

Necessities Pantry – shampoo/conditioner, laundry 

detergent, bleach 
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Thanks to everyone from our congregation who joined with the churches of 

the Needville Ministerial Alliance on August 10th  to pass out 166 backpacks 

filled with  school supplies to area families in need. 

KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM 
To help support the Women’s Guild’s mission projects, please register to participate in this program.  

After linking your card, every time you shop at Kroger, a percent  of your purchases will be applied to 

our rewards account for a quarterly distribution.  Please log-in to your account at:  www.kroger.com, 

click on at the top left hand side ‘Save’, click ‘Kroger Community Rewards’, click ‘I’m With An 

Organization’, scroll down to ‘Texas’, click ‘Request your Kroger Plus Card’, click ‘Enroll’, click 

‘Find an Organization’, then type:  Immanuel Evangelical Women’s Guild, click ‘Search’, click 

‘Enroll’.  Please encourage your friends and family to enroll as well.  Remember to check the bottom 

of your Kroger receipt where it should state:  Kroger Community Rewards/You are contributing to:  

Immanuel Evangelical Church Women’s Guild.  If you need help with your account or have any 

questions, please contact:  Erna Thieleman,  

********************************************************************************************************************  
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  News from the Lily Pad 
Summer has flown by…… 

It is September!  The first month of school is here! 

 

On August 29th, we had Meet the Teacher  Night. The students were so excited to meet their 

teachers and see their classrooms. Teachers are ready to kick off the new year! We have 28 

students for this school year! 

 

Our 1st Day of school is September 3rd. There will be lots of nerves but it will end up being an  

AWESOME first day! Everyone is ready for new adventures this year. 

 

This month includes a  couple school favorites, Teddy Bear Day September 10th and 

 Grandparents Day lunch September 12th. The children love having their families see where 

they go to school.  

 

We will wrap up the end of the month with Western Day  on September 26th. All the kids look 

adorable dressed in their cowboy and cowgirl attire! 

 

 

As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full calendar of wonderful events! Thank 

You to our Board Members for always lending a helping and guiding hand as well as our Leap 

Frog Parents.   We would not be here without you all!  

 

Our September Memory Verse is:  

I am with you always  Matthew 28:20 

Leaping for Education—Bound by Christ 
 

********************************************************     

Meet our newest staff members who will be showing our 

children the love of God through their ministry. 

SAMANTHA 

SEBESTA 
 

LEAPS & BOUNDS 

PROGRAM 

DIRECTOR 

 

979-553-3357 

 

leapsandbounds@consol

idated.net 

DEANNA 

SHIFLEY 
 

INTERIM YOUTH 

COORDINATOR 

 

979-793-6283 

 

iecyouth@mycci.net 

http://www.kroger.com


September Youth Posting 
 

The kiddos are back in school and parents are loving it, mostly.  Time to get back in the routine of 

getting up early, homework, and all of those extracurricular events. While you’re planning those 

events, remember that Sunday school and Youth Group are just as important because it leads you and 

your family to spiritual wellness.  

  Events from August 

Families and friends joined us for Family Fun Night at the Live Oak Club. It was a relaxing evening 

full of good food and laughter.  We had a wonderful time visiting with everyone. 

Registration for Youth Group and Confirmation took place on August 14.  Many families were in 

attendance.  There’s still time to register your child before the program starts.  There is no 

registration fee this year but we ask you to complete the form in advance to help us with 

planning details.     

Thank you to the Dick family, Dena, David, Deven, and Deanna and their friend Jillian Murphy for 

helping with the Music Camp Reunion.  We played beach volleyball, live Hungry, Hungry, Hippos 

and several other games.  It was so much fun seeing all of our friends once again. 

Speaking of the Dick family, thank them along with Shirley Richter, Jillian Murphy, and The Hedt 

family, (Jaycee, Reagan, and Reid), for donating their time and talents to sprucing up the entire 

Leaps and Bounds wing by painting the walls with calm, cool colors.  The rooms look amazing and 

fresh.  And, they finished up the educational wing as well.  We can’t wait for the kids and to 

see their faces as they return to their rejuvenated classrooms.  Thank you all so much for your 

tireless dedication to Immanuel.  

Did I mention Sunday school?  It begins Sunday, September 8 with a joint Sunday school class for all 

grades. It’s Rally Day and we plan to celebrate the Lord’s Day together with music, games, food and 

more throughout the day.  As the weeks continue, we welcome children of all ages to join us as we sing 

and worship Jesus each week.  If your child is entering Kindergarten or 2nd Grade, please contact 

Deanna Shifley at 979-793-6283.  As part of our tradition during worship service, they will be 

presented with a new bible. 
 

Help us to achieve our mission to expose children and teens to God’s love, to connect them with other 

Christians, to equip them with God’s Word, to experience a Living Faith and to honor God with our 

lives by becoming a teacher of Sunday school or Youth Group.  There are just four positions left. We 

need one teacher for Pre-K and one for 5th – 7th grade.  Each month, we rotate teachers for their 

grade so that no-one has to teach more than 3 months during the school year.  In addition, one spot is 

available for a 6th and 7th grade teacher during Youth Group on Wednesday evenings.  No experience 

necessary, just a love for fun, fellowship and Jesus. Contact Deanna Shifley for more information.  
 

This was my last week as the Interim Youth Coordinator as I am going back to college.  I am very 

humbled that God led me to help bring our children closer to Him.  I am also excited that Deanna 

Shifley will be taking over my position while we search for a Youth Pastor.  She has so many ideas 

that promote fellowship and Christian education for our children and youth. Welcome her as she 

takes the lead.                     - Robin Eversole 
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*******************************************************************************************************  
FOR INFORMATION REGARDING SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS, SNACKS, MOMENT FOR THE 

YOUNG  OR ACOLYTES, PLEASE SEE PAGE 10. 
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IMMANUEL WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING 

August 16, 2019 
 

The Women’s Guild met on Friday, August 16, 2019 with 17 members present.  The program consisted of a very 

informative presentation by Becky Watson from the Fort Bend Women’s Center.  The completed quilts made by the 

Guild were presented to her.   

The minutes from the previous meeting were read and the treasurer’s report shared.  A thank-you letter was received 

from the Pleak Volunteer Fire Department for the Guild’s monetary donation. 

The Guild will assist the Brotherhood with their BBQ Sandwich fundraiser on Sunday, August 25th by providing 

side dishes.  A quilt block cutting date will take place on August 27th at 2:00p.m.  Ann Chambers stepped up to the 

challenge of recruiting at least one person/family to sign up for the Kroger Reward’s Program.  Members agreed to 

pursue a new vendor for the hand-print quilt framing.   

Prayer concerns were addressed and birthdays and anniversaries noted. 

Submitted by Sandra Zacek, Secretary 

 

PRAYER LIST 
P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens! 

 

NEW & UPDATED PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES 
 

It is an honor and privilege to pray for the needs of those on our prayer list. However, in response to concerns expressed about the length and timeliness of our 

congregation's prayer list, the following guidelines were developed by the Consistory. Prayer requests can be made by calling or coming by the church office 

during regular business hours (9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays). Prayer requests can also be submitted on Sunday mornings on a completed 

prayer list request form to be announced during the weekly worship service. To respect each person's privacy, if you are adding someone other than yourself to 

the prayer list, please receive their permission in advance. Not everyone wants their name announced, and we must respect the personal wishes of each individ-

ual. Prayer requests will be listed for a maximum of six weeks. If prayer is still needed and wanted, the name may be resubmitted to the church office for an-

other six weeks. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. We look forward to sharing in both your concerns and your joys! 

Carol Bosse 

Bill Elenbass 

Rodney Elster 

Colby Howell 

Koen Memphis Kramer 

Maureen Lewis 

Logan Lindemann 

Becky Oberhoff 

Frank Pryor 

Donald Shifley 

Weston Swoboda 

Juanita Todd 

Brooke Wuthrich 

Dick Yelle 

 

Women’s Guild presented lap quilts they made to the Women’s Center mission on August 16.  Thank you ladies for your 

amazing work! 


