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Confirmation Sunday 
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Confirmation Jeopardy 9 am 
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Leaps & Bounds Pre-K Grad 
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Andrew Moses 
Organist 
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Fax Number 979-793-6199 
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 If you go to Wal-Mart, or any other grocery store, 
you’ll find little remnants of the Easter holiday that has 
past us.  The Easter lilies are all gone.  What remains 
of the Easter candy, baskets, and plush bunnies, if you 
can find any at all, will be found in the clearance 
aisles.  In the retail world, Easter has been replaced 
with the next merchandizing holidays Mother’s Day, 
Graduation and Memorial Day. 

The holiday of Easter may be behind us, but the faith of Easter, the deep rooted belief that 
Jesus Christ rose again from the dead, does not have an expiration date.  Encounters with 
the risen, living Jesus had a life-changing impact on the lives of Jesus’ followers.  They 
experienced the power of God at work in the world through their risen Savior. 
As Jesus’ disciples shared the good news of Christ’s resurrection with those around them, 
other peoples’ lives were changed as well.  Once while preaching near the Temple Mount 
on the holiday of Pentecost, the Apostle Peter exhorted the crowds, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is for you and your children 
and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39)  The 
response from the crowd was immense.  Luke writes in Acts 2:41 “Those who accepted 
his message were baptized, and about 3,000 were added to their number that day.” 

Right from the start, belief in the good news that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah, and 
that he was risen from the dead, prompted a response.  People wanted to follow Jesus.  
They wanted to make him the Lord of their lives.  To do that, the Apostle Peter tells them 
to “repent and be baptized.”  In other words, acceptance of Jesus meant that folks needed 
to change direction in their lives and make a visible, public commitment to Jesus through 
the ritual of baptism which was a symbolic washing with water. 
The Apostle Paul, writing in Romans 6:4 gives us a symbolic mental image of what 
baptism can mean in the new believer’s life: “We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  As the Apostle Paul pictures it, in baptism, we 
reenact the Easter story of Christ’s resurrection, leaving our former (dead) selves behind 
as we claim a new life in the power of Jesus’ name. 
The Protestant reformers who wrote the Heidelberg Catechism in 1563 also painted of 
mental image of baptism’s meaning when they wrote, “Christ instituted this outward 
washing and with it promised that, as surely as water washes away the dirt from the body, 
so certainly his blood and his Spirit wash away my soul’s impurity, that is, all my 
sins.” (Q&A #69)   
The Church, through the years, has come to see baptism as both a symbolic burial and 
resurrection and a symbolic washing of body and soul of the new believer.  Of course, 
neither symbolic meaning has any power if the individual (or in the case of infant 
baptism, the individual’s parents) don’t first believe in Jesus Christ as their living Lord 
and Savior and trust in the Scriptures as the Word of God. 

Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism, “…without God’s Word, the water is plain 

water and not baptism.  But with God’s Word, it is a Baptism, a grace-filled water of life, 

a bath of new birth in the Holy Spirit.”  Belief in God’s Word and the saving grace of 

Jesus are necessary for baptism to have any meaning.   



ATTENDANCE 

 

March 31   86 

April 7  200 

April 10 (Lent)       18 

April 14  142 

April 18 (Maundy)     118 

April 19 (Good Fri)      83 

April 21 (Sunrise)        83 

April 21 (Easter)        230 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

 

May 5  Need adult volunteer 
May 12 Deanna Dick 

May 19 Ryan Fredrickson 

May 26 Kaitlyn Kostelnik 

MOMENT FOR THE YOUNG 

 

May 5  Marla Sebesta 

May 12 Robin Eversole 

May 19 Steve Britt 
May 26 Debby Wendt 
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Choir—We hope that you have been enjoying the recent performances of Immanuel's choir.  The choir has 

added evening practices.  They will be held on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month.  This months practices 

will be on May 2nd & 16th. and they will begin at 7:00 in the sanctuary.  With the added practices, the 

choir hopes to be able to sing more frequently during the Sunday worship services.  The choir will continue to practice 

each Sunday after worship.  If you are interested in joining the choir, you are always welcome.   
 

Guild Cookbooks — Sales continue before and after church on Sunday mornings.  You may also purchase one 

from a member of the Cookbook Committee:  Rita Hed, Sharon Roberson, Erna Thielmann, or Karen Zurek. 
 

The next VBS planning meeting will be May 28th at 7:00pm at Immanuel.  If you would like to help with the 

planning please attend. 
 

Online Giving is now available.  The Church website www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org is being updated 
monthly with new features.  The newest feature is a Donate link.  You can now make donations online, including recurring 
donations, using a credit or debit card.  Each donation will have a fee of 2.2% plus $.30 per transaction which will be 
subtracted from the amount the church actually receives.  Please keep this in mind if donating this way. 
 

Volunteers are needed to keep the church sign updated.  This task involves replacing the letters inside the sign 
when needed and researching scripture for an appropriate message.  We thank Rita Hedt for her years of service with 
keeping the sign updated.  If interested, please contact Jason Fletcher. 
 

Thank you to the Donnie Gorka family for giving us access to your ranch to cut palms for Palm Sunday.  Additional thanks 
goes to Bobbie and Mary Zwahr, Randall and Alex Schmidt, Kevin Jurek, and Kaitlyn Kostelnik for volunteering to collect 
the palms. 

 

Pastor Shifley's Installation Service will be held on May 19 at 4 p.m.  Please join us in the sanctuary as 
Reverend Jim Barnes installs our new pastor followed by a cake and punch reception in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

 

Worship and Evangelism News 
Worship and Evangelism was very pleased at the turnout for all of the Holy Week services.  We were so very glad to share 
in these events with all of you.  
 

Worship and Evangelism would like to thank everyone who came out on April 13th to help clean the church.  We 
accomplished a lot! We appreciate your time and effort.  We would also like to thank Cub Scouts Pack 129 for all their 
help with the grounds.  Scleaned the flower beds, mulched, and cleaned up leaves.  The grounds look amazing!  Thanks 
again Pack 129.   
 

Some of the projects that we are working on include: Visitor Information packets, an area where visitors are welcomed, 
and projects to promote evangelism.  Any suggestions from the congregation are always appreciated.   



 

PRAYER LIST 

P.U.S.H. = Pray Until Something Happens! 

 

NEW & UPDATED PRAYER LIST GUIDELINES 

 

It is an honor and privilege to pray for the needs of those on our prayer list. However, in response to concerns 
expressed about the length and timeliness of our congregation's prayer list, the following guidelines were de-
veloped by the Consistory. Prayer requests can be made by calling or coming by the Church Office during 
regular business hours (8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Tuesdays through Fridays). Prayer requests can also be sub-
mitted on Sunday mornings on a completed prayer list request form to be announced during the weekly wor-
ship service. To respect each person's privacy, if you are adding someone other than yourself to the prayer 
list, please receive their permission in advance. Not everyone wants their name announced, and we must re-
spect the personal wishes of each individual. Prayer requests will be listed for a maximum of six weeks. If 
prayer is still needed and wanted, the name may be resubmitted to the Church Office for another six weeks. 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter. We look forward to sharing in both your concerns and your joys! 

**Dorothy Abel 
Tom Balcerowicz 

Carol Bosse 

Kiply Bowen 

Linda Cernosek 

**David Eversole 

Rebecca Junker 

**Koen Kramer & Family 

**Tonya Kramer 
Melody Krejci 
Maureen Lewis 

Family of Larry Lopez 

**LeeAnn Mueck  
**Ruby Oberhoff 

Melissa Miller Salas 
**Theresa Schultz 

Brad & Kathy Vallet 
Dick Yelle 

Bobby Zwahr 
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FATHER/SON FISHING EVENT 

The Women’s Guild is sponsoring a 

father/son fishing event on Friday 

evening, May 24, 2019 at Calvin and Rita 

Hedt’s fishing pond.  Grilled hot dogs, 

chips, and Smores will be served by the 

Women's Guild.   There will be a sign up 

form for par1cipants in the church a2er 

May 1
st
.  Look for addi1onal informa1on 

in the Sunday bulle1ns! 
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MISSION OUTREACH NEWS 

 

The Mission Outreach committee made a recommendation to the consistory to send funds to The Voice of the 

Martyrs.  The consistory voted to give $500 of the money collected from the  “Wider Mission Money 
Challenge” to this very worthwhile organization. 
 

This organization is dedicated to delivering Bibles to some of the most dangerous places in the world.  In some 
countries it is dangerous and difficult to obtain a Bible and highly restrictive or illegal to possess one.  In places 
such as Kazakhstan and Afghanistan, Bibles are considered propaganda and are not allowed to be imported or 
printed.  In 2014 in Iraq the Islamists burned churches and Bibles.  The Voice of the Martyrs provided Bibles 
to replace those destroyed.  In Cuba, Christians fear it will become more difficult to get Bibles due to 
government control of religious life.  Last year the government banned the online sale of Bibles in China where 
printed Bibles were already difficult to obtain.  If caught with a Bible in North Korea, residents can be sent to a 
labor camp or worse. 

 

The Mission Outreach committee will be making recommendation for the congregation to participate in local 

mission activities .  Look for this information in the Sunday bulletins during May. 

IMMANUEL WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING 

APRIL 19, 2019 

 

There were 13 members present at the meeting as well as Pastor Ron and Deanna.  Debby Wendt presented the 
program.  Minutes were read and approved with one change.  Treasurer’s report was shared.  There are 119 
cookbooks left to sell. 
 

Thank-you’s were extended to those who were involved with the NISD teacher cookie project, cakes for 
nursing homes, and clean-up day.  On-going projects include the framing of the hand-print quilts and the quilts 
for the Women’s Center. 
 

The Guild will host the Easter Sunday Breakfast.   A discussion was held regarding a program with a guest 
speaker to discuss services offered at Oak Bend Hospital.  This will be scheduled for either June or July. 
 

Rita Hedt will coordinate the father/son fishing event to be held on Friday, May 24th at her residence.  Members 
approved funds for this event.  A mother/daughter tea will also be held at a later date.  Members voted to give 
$100 to “Lunches of Love”. 
 

Prayer concerns were shared.  Anniversary recognition was given to Gerald and Wanda Miller. 
 

Meeting was closed with a prayer from Pastor Shifley, singing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds, and  praying the 
Lord’s Prayer.  Refreshments were served by Ann Chambers. 

 

Submitted by Sandra Zacek, Secretary 



   

News from the Lily Pad 
School has flown by... 

It is May! The last month of school before we are out for Summer!  

 

We are continuing celebrating the Needville Youth Fair with the first Thursday in May as 

our NYF Western Day and it is an early release day as well. We cannot wait to see our 

cowboys and cowgirls all dressed up!  

 

On May 14th, we will take our annual walking field trip to the Albert George Library! This is  

always a wonderful field trip for our students. And we also learn about participating in the 

summer reading club!  

 

May 16th will be a big day for us! We will be holding our 5th Annual Trike-A-Thon! This is 

an event where the students bring their bikes or trikes to school and we ride for a cause! 

The students are collecting donations for the first couple of weeks in May to help relieve 

some of the financial stress on one of our Leap Frog Families. Baby Koen is home now from 

her open-heart surgery, but still has a long road ahead and we are so blessed to be able to 

help her family as much as possible. Her Big Sister Kate is in Mrs. Kristen’s 3 year old 

class. Please donate to your favorite Leap Frog to help Baby Koen Kramer!  

 

Preschool Graduation is right around the corner! How are they already graduating from our 

school? Time has flown by this year, but we have been blessed with the best! Our End of 

Year Program and Preschool Graduation will be on May 21st.  

 

Our last day of school for the 18-19 school year will be May 23rd. It’s SPLASH DAY! We 

will be playing in the water, eating popsicles, having a picnic on the playground and having a 

blast on the last day of school!  

 

As always, we are so blessed to be able to have such a full calendar of wonderful events! 

Thank You to our Board Members for always lending a helping and guiding hand as well as 

our Leap Frog Parents, we would not be here without you all!  

 

Our May Memory Verse is:  
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

Leaping for Education—Bound by Christ 
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May Youth PostingMay Youth PostingMay Youth PostingMay Youth Posting    
 

Hooray for May!  Just one month until summer.  As we prepare for the end of the 2018 – 2019 school year, I’d like 
to announce there will be plenty of summer programs at Immanuel to keep the students busy. Please look at the partial 
schedule below for dates and times. 

 

Holy Week at Immanuel was amazing.  From Palm Sunday where children and adults both carried in palms, to 
Maundy Thursday’s re-enactment of the Last Supper, then a very moving Good Friday service and ending with a renewal of 
faith through worship and music on Easter morning, you could feel the presence of the Holy Spirit throughout our church.  I 
hope you too are experiencing the excitement that has been building each week.  It is wonderful to greet familiar faces and 
welcome back many families.  

 

We would like to thank the Donnie Gorka family for his assistance with collecting palms on their ranch for Palm 
Sunday. In addition, a special thanks to Mary and Bobby Zhawr, Randall and Alex Schmidt, Kevin Jurek, and Kaitlyn 
Kostelnik for their help with cutting the palms.   

 

During Holy Week, we took many of the older youth to the opening of the new movie “Breakthrough” which is a 
true story of a mother’s faith in God that grew stronger as she waited by her son’s side while her son was recovering from a 
drowning accident.  The story is emotionally charged and highly recommended, but bring tissues.  After the movie, we 
headed over to Whataburger and acclimated Pastor Ron to a Texas tradition. Thank you to Pastor Ron, Debby Wendt, Dena 
Dick and Becky Oberhoff for driving duties.  

 

There was a date change for Graduation Sunday due to scheduling conflicts for many of the seniors.  We moved it 
from May 5 to April 28.  For those of you that didn’t receive the change, please let me know and we will announce their 
name May 5 as well.   

 

On May 19, we will welcome three more members into our church with the confirmation of Deanna Dick, Ryan 
Fredrickson, and Kaitlyn Kostelnik. We would like to start a new tradition by asking the 2016 – 2018 confirmation class to 
assist with communion on that day.  This is an opportunity for our youth to share in stewardship within our church. 

 

I’m excited to announce that Immanuel will once again host Music Camp for children presently in Pre-K or 4 years 
and older through 5th grade.  This year’s musical is titled is “Hot Shot” Facing Down Our Giants, Looking up to God.  It’s 
about insects that live in a home garden who are facing extermination from a new owner.  While music is our main focus, 
we plan to have science experiments, arts and crafts and recreation each day. The cost is $20.00 per child. The camp will be 
held June 24 – 28 from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. each day with a performance that Friday night.      

 

We are seeking volunteers to help with various aspects of the camp to include group leaders, project leaders, music 
and choreography (scores and scripts provided), and kitchen duties.  Last year, we were grateful to have been blessed with 
50 volunteers and several donors that helped to make the camp a huge success.  If you are interested in assisting with this 
year’s camp, please call Robin Eversole at the church or through email (iecyouth@mycci.net). Registration forms will be 
distributed in May.   

 

One week after Music Camp, July 8 – 12, Immanuel in conjunction with Needville Ministerial Alliance, will host 
Vacation Bible School at Immanuel Evangelical Church.  “The Mane Event” – Roar is another hi-energy week where kids 
discover that Life is Wild and God is Good.   

 

In addition, we have opportunities for children ages 12 and up to assist with Lunches of Love.  Immanuel is 
planning to volunteer summer once a month to help provide food for families who might otherwise not have enough to eat 
during the summer. It’s our opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others. 

 

We are planning additional summer activities to include trips and service projects. Once I have confirmation, I will 
notify all youth members and their parents. Youth Group concludes on May 15 and Sunday school ends May 26. Both will 
resume in September. 

 

The lost and found box has grown throughout the year.  We have collected several jackets, shoes and hair bows.  
Contact the office if you a missing items.   

 

If you have ideas and suggestions for service projects within the Needville/Fort Bend area for our youth and adults, 
please contact Robin Eversole.  Together, with God’s guidance, we can continue to build a foundation that encourages our 
youth to trust in the Lord. For through faith, He will lead them to exactly where they need to be. 
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Youth Group & Sunday School 
 

Sunday School Teachers  
for the month of May 

Nursery:  L. Griffith 
K-1st:  B. Schwaiger, S. Fletcher, L. Wuthrich 
2nd-4th:  A. Kelly 
5th-7th:  B. Obernoff 
Confirmation:  S. Britt 
Adult:  Pastor Ron Shifley 

Youth May Snacks and Meals 
 

Snacks                               Meals 
May 1 C. Todd  C. Todd 

May 8 C. Klemstein  S. Mikeska 

May 15   End of Year Party 

 

 

 

YOUTH CLUB PERFECT ATTENDANCE for MARCH 2019 
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Hallie Bienek 

Ann Chambers 
Cadey Chapman 

Hank Chapman 

Abigail Fletcher 
Addison Fletcher 
Natalia Flores 
Charlie Griffith 

Wesley Kostelnik 

Adeline LaRoche 

Reese Legendre 

Corbin March 

Kim March 

Emersyn Raska 

Alexis Richter 
Ryder Stasney 

Jayden Zwahr 
David Dick, III 
Meggie Duncan 

Paisley Estrada 

Blaine Eversole 

Guadalupe Flores 
Madisyn Holik 

Keegan March 

Cash Raska 

Camila Rodriguez 

Chloe Schwaiger 
Ryan Stembridge 

Travis Stembridge 

Cain Todd 

Joseph White 

Hunter Bienek 

Dena Dick 

Deven Dick 

Kamryn Fenske 

Meadow Grimland 

Madelyn Martinez 

Addison Polak 

Avery Schwaiger 
Abigail Torres 

Kaylee Weidemann 

Jacob White 

Kimberly Grimmett 
Diego Rodriguez 

Rogelio Rodriguez 

Deanna Dick 

Ryan Fredrickson 

Kaitlyn Kostelnik 

Debby Wendt 
Emma Altreche 

Robin Eversole 

Amber Jurek 

Kevin Jurek 

Mikayla Mikeska 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PERFECT ATTENDANCE for MARCH 2019 

Ainsley Fletcher 
Brian Wuthrich 

Cadey Chapman 

Hank Chapman 

Abigail Fletcher 
Addison Fletcher 
Wesley Kostelnik 

Alexis Zwahr 
Chloe Schwaiger 
Avery Schwaiger 

Steven Britt 
Cynthia Hart 
Gina LaRoche 

Christy Legendre 

Bruce Oberhoff 
Becky Oberhoff 
Marla Sebesta 

Erna Thielemann 

Delbert Wendt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and join us for Needville 

Ministerial Alliance Vacation Bible 

School 
It will be held at Immanuel Evangelical Church 

July 8-12 from 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.   
Ages:  Entering Kindergarten-5th Grade 

Register at vbspro.events/p/nmavbs2019 

For more information call  
Debby Wendt 281-239-5809. 



MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 

4  KEITH & ERIN WLECZYK 

 

7 CLARENCE & ERNA THIELEMANN 

 

13 DENIS & GINA LAROCHE 

 

15 ART & PAM KLAWITTER 

 

16 DARREL & GINNY KRAMER 

 

17 CLIFTON & MELISSA HOLIK 

 STEVE & TINA HOLIK 

 JIM & PAM SULLIVAN 

 

22 DAVID & SHAWN THIELEMANN 

 

23 CHARLES & LINDA OBERRENDER 

 

30  TOMMY & DEBBY WENDT 

 

31 MATTHEW & DANA MORTON 

Information from Membership Forms is 
being used to update Birthdays & 
Anniversaries.  Please report any errors 
or omissions to Debbie @ 979-793-6125 
or immanuel@consolidated.net.  I will 

make sure they are corrected for next time.  
Membership forms are available in the information 
center by the church office. 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

1   Mark Wendt 
 

2  Bernice Schmidt 
    Kelly Arrington 

 

3  David Altreche 

 

5 Melissa Holik 

 

6 Steven Diehl 
 

7 Craig Todd 

 

8 Kalien Gorka 

 

9 Brent Wuthrich 

 

10  Allene Zwahr 
  Lovalee Horak 

  Melvin Tielke 

  Theresa Schultz 

 

12 Johnathon Morton 

 

15  Art Klawitter 
  Marc Gadway 

  Nancy Tielke 

17  Adeline LaRoche 

 

18  Corey Kelly 

 

20  Ludvik Novak 

 

22  Laura Casassa 

Madison Holik 

 

23  Kimberly Grimmett 
 

24 Tony Novosad 

 

26  Brooke Wuthrich 

 

29  Debby Wendt 
  Mary Zwahr 
   
31  Harvey Mager 
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Hello!  I am thrilled and excited to 
be a part of such a wonderful 
church family that loves Christ and 
shows the Needville community 
Christ through all you do.  
My first love is Jesus.   Next is my 
family.  I am a mother of four 

ranging in ages 9-27.  I have 5 grandbabies.  One is 
in heaven with my late husband. The other 4 have 
my heart.   
I have been in the ministry of children and youth for 
many years.  Looking forward to helping you in any 
way that I can to serve God as your office manager.    
Debbie Palmer 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Youth Group 
  K-5th 4-5:30p 
  6-12th 6-7:30p 
  Confirmation 6-7:30p 

2  
MDO 8:30a-12p 
 
Needville Little Angels 
PreK Grad 5:30-7:30p 
 
CEC Mtg 7 p 
 
Choir 7p 

3 4 

6 
SS 9a 
 
Worship/Communion 
10:15a 
 
Choir Practice-
following worship 

6 
Worship & 
Evangelism 7p 

7 
MDO 8:30a-2:30p 

8 
Youth Group 
  K-5th 4-5:30p 
  6-12th 6-7:30p 
  Confirmation 6-7:30p 

9 
MDO 8:30a-2:30p 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 p 
 
Fellowship Committee 
7p 

10 11 

12 
SS 9a 
 
Worship/Perfect 
Attend/Mother’s Day 
10:15a 
 
Choir Practice– 
following worship 

13 
Consistory 7p 

14 
MDO 8:30a-2:30p 
 
MDO Board 7p 

15 
Youth Group 
  End of Year Party 
  K-5th 4-5:30p 
  6-12th 6-7:30p 
  Confirmation 6-7:30p 

16 
MDO 8:30a-2:30p 
 
Choir 7p 

17 
Women’s Guild 2p 

18 
Cub Scouts 
Water Day 

19 
SS 9a 
 
Confirmation Jeopardy 
9a 
 
Worship/Communion/
Confirmation 10:15a 
 
Choir Practice– 
following worship 
 
Pastor Ron Installation 
Svc  and Rec 4p 

20 
Cub Scout 
Leader Meeting  
6:30 p 

21 
MDO 8:30a-2:30p 
 
MDO Program & 
Pre K Grad 6p 
 
Brotherhood 6:30p 

22 23 
MDO 8:30a-2:30p 

24 25 

26 
SS 9a 
 
Worship/ 
ABCelebration10:15a 
 
Choir Practice-
following worship 

27 
 

28 
VBS Mtg 7p 

29 30 31  
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    IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

    979-793-6125  E-mail address—Immanuel@consolidated.net 
    P.O. BOX 505 

    9018 CHURCH STREET 

    NEEDVILLE, TEXAS  77461-0505 

    www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org 

    Find us on Facebook @ Immanuel Evangelical Church Needville Texas 

New Website has been launched. 
Please visit us @ 

www.immanuelevangelicalchurch.org 


